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Note from the Editor
Welcome to the July 2010 Newsletter. I want to thank all of you
who sent in news, reports of U3A activities, photographs and
information about forthcoming group events.
This Newsletter is published 4 times a year, in January, April,
July and October. The deadline for the October publication is
Tuesday 14th September. The contact details are:
Email:

lindseyu3a@googlemail.com

Thanks also to the Editorial Team: Sub-Editor: Dawn Bowskill,
Member: Anne Driver.

Peter Abela,
Editor
Door Rota
Aug
Sep
Oct

Mr and Mrs J. Smallwood
Mrs B. Robertson Mrs Y. Dickens
Mrs M. Clark Mrs R. Clarke

Tea and Coffee Rota
Aug
Sep
Oct

Mrs H. Ford Mrs J. Goodale Mrs P. Meanwell
Mrs M. Smith
Mrs J. Cooper Mrs S. Staehr-Nielsen Mr B Wise
Mrs S. Sherwood
Mrs A Brandall Mrs P. Davies Mr & Mrs L. Nicholas
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General Monthly Meetings
Thu 1 Jul at 10.30
Hearing Dogs for Deaf People by John Mallandine. Thanks
by Joan James
Thu 5 Aug at 10 .30
Campanology Through The Ages by Margaret Parker. Thanks
by Brian Smith
Thu 2 Sep at 10 .30
Cycling & Roaming through Romania by Liz Delap. Thanks by
Richard Carter
Thu 7 Oct at 10 .30
"Lincolnshire Ghosts” by Margaret Green. Thanks by Jo Smith

LANDSHIPS of LINCOLN
(April General Meeting)
Local industrial archaeologist Richard Pullen gave a most
interesting account of the development of the tank in Lincoln and
its deployment in the First World War.
The most notable brains behind the project were William Tritton,
manager of local firm William Foster & Co. Ltd. and Walter
Wilson. The development and early manufacture took place
in the area around what is now Tritton Road. Later as demand
increased other factories around the country added to the
production. In order to conceal the nature of the product from the
enemy they were called "water tanks for Mesopotamia". Some
had inscriptions in Russian painted on them.
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In order to cross the enemy front line it was necessary to protect
the crew from small arms fire, crush the barbed wire, ride over it
and over the trenches without falling in. The rhomboid form with
an improved type of agricultural tractor track met all of these
requirements.
Early deployment in September 1916 ended in farce when the
tanks sank in the mud of Passchendaele and some crews died
from carbon monoxide leaking from their engines. Thus the
advantage of surprise was lost for little advantage. However, the
potential of the tank was realised. The war that they had said
would “be over by Christmas" was still looking as if it might go on
for ever.
It was not until November 1917 that a large force of tanks broke
through the German lines at Cambrai. More suitable ground,
better tanks, improved tactics and much larger numbers proved
that the tank could break the deadlock of trench warfare and
change the shape of ground combat for ever.
Richard Carter.

The Clumber Story
(May General Meeting)
Trevor Pressley delivered a really interesting and amusing talk on
the trials and tribulations of running Clumber Park on a tight
budget while trying to please everybody. Not an easy thing to do
when the very thing you are in charge of is part of the
History/Folklore of England - A LIVING BREATHING FOREST who's ancient origins are definitely lost in the mists of time. A
huge responsibility that he made light of, which included (to
mention just a few) planning new ventures, bringing in new
revenue, preserving the past and watching over all those
wonderful old trees in hope that they will still be alive for
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generations to come. His enthusiasm for his role shone through.
Here was a man who loved his job.
I had to admit that I had never visited Clumber Park, but one
thing is now certain, I shall be going there in the very near future.
Thank goodness for The National Trust and the work they have
done in preserving our Heritage so that we may visit and enjoy
these wonderful places.

Irene Roddham

Welfare
This group has been fortunate since it first started in having
Heather Ford to keep track of members who were ill or in
hospital and to send them greetings and get well cards and
messages from all of us. However, what was a fairly easy
task when the membership was small is very much harder to
manage with a membership of around 300 and Heather has
found that she can no longer keep track of the sick and
hospitalised.
If someone would like to take on this task we should be very
glad to hear from them. Any expenses are reimbursed from
the petty cash and an address list would also be provided.
Please contact the secretary if you are interested. In the
meantime, I know I speak for all of us when I say „thank you‟ to
Heather for her work in this area.

Margaret Campion
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Group News
Singing Together: Mick Davis is willing to give his expertise and
also play the fiddle at a new group - Singing Together. The first
meeting to discuss types of music and to plan the way forward
with this group is on the 15th July in the Welton Methodist Hall 2 4pm. A convenor is needed for this group.
Silver: Pat Hagon who has a wealth of knowledge on silver is
happy to have a small group of people at her home address to
pass on her knowledge, show her collection and members can
bring along any silver they have and to learn the hallmarks and
history of silver. To be held on the fourth Friday of the month 2 4pm
It is with regret that the Making Music group has been put on hold
until September

Pam Huggett
Architecture Group

Visit to the Drill Hall in Lincoln
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Art Appreciation Group
April Meeting
Twenty-one
members
of
the
Art
Appreciation Group visited Southwell
Minster on a rather chilly spring day to see
the modern art installations and the famous
„leaves‟ of the 14th century Chapter House.
We had a most informative guide who had
studied the modern installations in some detail and had names,
dates and all relevant information at her fingertips.
We started with the glorious Angel Window at the West End, a
marvellous Great Window in the Perpendicular style, previously
filled with undistinguished grey-green glass and then transformed
in 1997 into this glorious confection of golden green angels, all
(as our guide said) “thoroughly enjoying themselves!” The glass
had been designed, made and painted in the workshops of
Patrick Reyntiens in York. If you have never seen this, it really is
a „not to be missed‟ sight.
As a group we had previously looked at works by Peter Eugene
Ball, a local sculptor who works very often with reused timber. All
the works we saw in Southwell – there were 4 in total - were of a
biblical nature (of course) but he also undertakes much secular
work. All of the works in the Minster were from re-used wood
finished with gilding and the resultant soft golden hue blends
most beautifully with the slightly yellowy Mansfield stone from
which the Minster is built. The most spectacular work was the
enormous Christus Rex, installed in 1987 and floating with arms
outstretched above the crossing arch.
The Airman‟s chapel with its Polish memorial to the victims of the
Katyn Massacre (particularly poignant in view of the plane which
crashed carrying the Polish President to the Katyn Memorial
Service a couple of days prior to our visit) but it was the lovely
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Altar Triptych which was of especial interest to our group. In the
Art Nouveau style it represents when folded close, the desolation
of war but opened out it shows rebirth with delicate flowers, birds
and foliage.

At Southwell Minister

There was so much more to see and admire, the Kelham
Madonna from Kelham Hall, the Millennium Pilgrim over the door
to the Pilgrim Chapel and finally, in quite in a different vein, the
newest installation, a very, very pretty window commemorating
the 200 hundred years since the discovery of the Bramley Apple
in a garden in Southwell!

Margaret Campion
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ART APPRECIATION GROUP.
May Meeting
May 10th. saw 11 of the group visiting The Guildhall in Hull. This
impressive building designed by Sir Edward Cooper was built 19131916 on the site of several earlier civic centres dating from 1333.
This present Guildhall, which escaped heavy damage during WWII,
is a huge building now with Grade II listed status, and we spent an
interesting and informative hour escorted round it by our excellent
guide, Andy Murdoch.
Our tour encompassed the Council Chamber, Mayor's Parlour,
Reception Hall, Banqueting Hall, Crown Court, Magistrates Court
as well as displays of civic silver, statuary, art work and fine
furniture.
In 1990 the Hull Tapestry Group was formed with a plan to illustrate
the history of Hull through tapestry panels. This project is still ongoing and to date 17 of the intended 19 panels are on display, each
mounted in its specially commissioned case in a room in the
Guildhall. Over 100 people have worked on the panels, more than
over 20 different type of stitch used and the beautiful, highly
coloured, intricate panels are a joy - an imaginative addition to the
cultural heritage of the city. The panels cover a variety of topics
such as the Whaling Industry, Amy Johnson, Art, Music and
Literature, William Wilberforce, the Fishing Fleet, Trinity House
and many more, each meticulously executed.
After all the walking, listening and examining we then withdrew to a
welcome cup of tea before re- crossing the Humber.

Elspeth Young.
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BRIDGE GROUP
The Bridge Group was the first West Lindsey
U3A group to be formed some 14 years ago to
allow members to enjoy the game in a friendly
and sociable environment. It is still flourishing
to-day. We continue to meet every
Wednesday afternoon between 1.30 and
4.30pm in the homes of members according to
a pre-arranged programme.
The group does not meet the needs of beginners and lessons are
not provided. It does, however give members with basic or
limited experience the opportunity to learn from those who have
played the game for many years through discussion and practice.
Because of the nature of the group and the venues within our
homes, membership remains limited.

Nadine McKee

BOOKWORMS (Book Group 2)
As a relative newcomer to this reading group
I was welcomed with friendliness and soon
felt at home with the other eight members.
We meet on the second Tuesday in the
afternoon at each other‟s homes where we
discuss the chosen book for the month.
About twice a year the group selects a list of
books they would like to read and then
Dawn, our leader, does sterling work
organising the availability of books from the
local library.
The choice of books is very eclectic which suits me because one
of the reasons I joined such a reading group was because I
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wanted to widen my own reading matter. Since joining we have
read, amongst others, a book dealing with life in a small German
town during the Second World War, an adventure on a narrow
boat crossing the channel and another about a library cat called
Dewey. We are all very individual people with our own ideas and
no book gets the „thumbs up‟ from us all but it can and usually
does provoke some lively discussion as well as some straying
from the subject in question.
The session always finishes with a cup of tea. If you might be
interested in coming along to a meeting why not give Dawn a ring
to find out where the group is meeting next?

Yvonne Oldfield

Computer Users Group
(Second Monday in month at 10am)
Mon 12 Jul
Mon 9 Aug
Mon 13 Sep

4 The Bee Field, Lincoln
4 The Bee Field, Lincoln
4 The Bee Field, Lincoln

Gardening Group
On the 27th April (on a fine sunny day) our
Gardening Group visited Hall Farm Nursery,
Harpswell, where we were entertained to a
guided tour of the garden and nursery, by Pam
Tatum a partner in the business. Pam gave us
a very interesting talk, full of detail about what
we were seeing.
The nursery stocks a wide range of hardy plants; herbaceous
perennials; roses (especially old fashioned varieties and David
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Austin roses); shrubs and many others. There is a very attractive
one and a half acre garden, with mixed borders of trees, shrubs,
old roses and unusual perennials. There is also a sunken garden,
a pond, a courtyard garden, gravel garden and orchard. There is
a short walk which takes you to the old moat and woodland. At
the time of our visit, the daffodils and tulips were a riot of colour.

Gardening Group at Halls Farm Nursery

The nursery has developed a comprehensive range of
ornamental garden ironwork. They would even make to your own
design for your garden.
This was a very entertaining and pleasurable visit enjoyed by
nearly forty gardening group members. The visit ended with tea
and biscuits being served in Pam‟s dining room, with the chairs
being particularly welcome!

John Haley
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Gardening Group Next Event
July 27th 2010 2pm to 4pm
Visit to the Fern Nursery, Grimsby Road, Binbrook, LN8 6DH.
This is the home of Mr. Neil Timm. This is a nursery specializing
in hardy garden ferns with some tree ferns. Attractive free display
gardens, with natural streams, a pond, woodland area and
rockery. There will be a demonstration of fern growing, for which
there will be a small charge of £1.00 per person and there will be
a small charge for refreshments.

Gardening Group visited George Smith's home and garden near
York. The picture above show some of the wonderful flower
arrangements seen by the group
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Natural History Walks
(All on Thursdays at 2.00pm)

Jul 15
Ancaster, meet outside Church

Aug 19
Gibraltar Point, meet near visitor centre
optional extra-Mill Hill Quarry at 11.30am ½
mile east of Claxby towards Willoughby)

Peter Chapman

Visits Group
After various hiccups, on a cold snowy day
in February, we met up with our guides for
a tour of Royal Air Force College, Cranwell.
We were bombarded with facts and figures
during our tour and it would be impossible to
relate all so here are a few.
First a brief history. In 1915 the Admiralty
established a training unit for the Royal
Naval Air Service to train pilots for aeroplanes, balloons and
airships. It was operational in 1916 and known as the Royal
Naval Air Service Central Training Establishment Cranwell! It was
transferred to the R.A.F. in 1918.
In 1920 it became the first military air academy in the world and
was now called R.A.F. College Cranwell. A decision was made to
move out of the old naval huts (which are now Grade II listed) into
15

permanent college buildings. It was decided that Cranwell was the
appropriate location as there were less distractions for the cadets!
The building is very impressive, based on Wren's Royal Hospital,
Chelsea. It covers 2 ½ acres and was finished in 1933 having
cost £321,000. The central tower has a flashing light registered at
Trinity House - the furthest inland. The bells were presented by
Shell in 1952, prompted by Douglas Bader, an old boy. Entering
the main door to the entrance hall and walking on the carpet is an
experience the officer cadets are denied until they have
graduated. But it didn't apply to us!
There are two portraits by Hepple in the entrance hall, of the
Queen and Prince Philip. Hepple had to alter the portrait of
Prince Philip as he had made it shorter - to the displeasure of the
Queen! Behind the entrance hall is the Founders' Gallery. The
first portrait is of General Smutts who proposed a separate air
force. Next Viscount Trenchard who wanted a cadet college.
Then Longcroft who established the new College. Finally Sir
Winston Churchill who was Secretary of State for Air at the time.
This portrait was by Cuthbert Orde and Churchill's eyes follow
you as you walk past - very eerie. Along the corridors are group
photographs of officers and cadets that have graduated from the
College. Many are well known - Frank Whittle of jet engine fame,
W. C .Malcolm the only graduate to have been awarded the VC,
Douglas Bader, Peter Townsend, Prince Charles and many
members of other royal families from all over the world.
In the impressive dining room are the Queen's Colours - only
ever touched by gloved hands after being presented. It is held by
a large bronze eagle. There are numerous portraits around the
walls making the whole room look very grand. Going up the east
staircase is a painting by Coulson of the "Sinking of the Tirpitz".
Two squadrons took part in the raid led by W. C. Tait, an old
Cranwell cadet. It was disputed where the painting should hang.
It has been kidnapped but is now here in Cranwell, well guarded.
It is another painting that moves with you. There is a display of
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World War One aeroplane models made of biscuit tins and cans
to help trainees in identification.
The plush library is open to all, even you. Just apply and you are
able to use the 60,000 books, reports and documents. There are
also photo albums of dignitaries at passing out parades. Pride of
place is the first copy, with amendments, of "The Seven Pillars of
Wisdom" by T. E. Lawrence who served as an aircraft mechanic
in 1925 to 1926 under the name of Aircraftman Shaw.
Many thanks go to Sheila Sherwood for organizing a very
enjoyable and interesting outing. Perhaps we could go again, to
learn more about the background to the running of the College
and training of recruits. Thank you Sheila.

Jeanne Rowell.

Lincolnshire Museum in front of an old "Tank"
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Visit to the National Mining Museum, Wakefield
Friday 21st May

Visits Group Programme
Fri 30 Jul starting at 10.30
Taylor’s Bell Foundry, Loughborough. Taylors have cast
church bells for centuries. We have booked a guided tour which
will cost £8 per person and last 1 ½ hours. We propose to share
cars for this visit. Loughborough is about 1½ hours driving from
Lincoln. Organiser Allen & Muriel Ball
Thu 26th Aug 1.30pm
Visit to Scawby Hall, near Brigg - a guided tour. Scawby has
been the family home of the Nelthorpe family for about 400
years. Nice gardens, interesting house and tea next door at the
church. This is an open day and other visitors will be present but
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we will book a tour. Cost £5. Pay on day. Organiser Howard &
Janice Wright
Tues 7th Sept
Coach trip to National Arboretum. A visit to the National
Memorial Arboretum at Alrewas, near Lichfield, Staffordshire. At
some point the coach will also go to Lichfield where members
can visit the city centre, or the Cathedral, where a guided tour
could be arranged. Organisers Sylvia Beardmore & Celia
Pepper
Fri 17th Sept
Drax Power Station, Selby. This is planned as a coach trip.
The visit takes about 3 hours, and involves some walking and
climbing stairs. Stout shoes and suitable clothing should be worn.
Then to the Goole Waterways Museum for lunch in the cafe or
enjoy own picnics. The museum is free to visit. Organiser Mike
Kirkby
Tues 19th Oct.
Coach trip to York. A coach trip to York, leaving about 7.45 and
returning to Lincoln about 7pm. Nothing is planned for York so
members can do their own thing. There are many things to do
and see. More details and costings later. Organisers Phil &
Elizabeth Walker
Remember that members of this group agree to organise a
visit, possibly with a friend or friends. Let me have your
ideas for incorporation in the programme.
Check for latest details on Lindsey U3A website;
http://community.lincolnshire.gov.uk/LindseyU3A/
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Walking group
First and Third Mondays of the month at 10am
Walks about five miles
Mon 5 Jul
Leaders The Campions. Reasby & Snelland.
Meet near Reasby Manor.
Mon 19Jul
Leader Jean Stevenson. Hemswell. Meet on the
hill.
Mon 2 Aug Leader needed.
Mon 16 Aug (AC/MC away) Leader needed.
Mon 30 Aug Summer Bank Holiday. No walk.

Walking group taking a break at Buslingthorpe Church
Monday 7 June

20

A Reminder for All Group Convenors
It would be appreciated if Group Convenors were to write a brief
résumé of group activities and visits from time to time, at least
annually, for inclusion in the Newsletter.
These items would be of interest to all, and would be of
considerable help to new members when making a choice of
which Group to join.

Editor

Some other
photos

Who? When? Where?
Ready to go underground

Best part of gardening
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TIMETABLE OF INTEREST GROUPS
Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

9.45am
5/6 mile walk

10am
Computer Users
Group

9.45am
5/6 mile
Walks

2pm
Poetry for
Pleasure

2pm
Art Appreciation

10am
Art

10am

10am
Circle Dancing

2pm
Book Group 2
Bookworms
1.30pm
Bridge

2pm
Book Group 1

2pm
Gardening

1.30pm
Bridge

1.30pm
Bridge

2.30pm
Music for Us

2pm
Discussion
Group
10.00 am
Photography

1.30pm
Bridge

Week 4

2pm
Play Reading
Enjoying
Classical Music

10am
General
Meeting

10am
Architecture
10.15am
Coffee Morning

2.00pm
Aspects of
History

2pm
Silver

Fri

Note The Singing Together group has the first meeting on the 15th July in the Methodist Hall,
Welton

Lindsey U3A Website
http://community.lincolnshire.gov.uk/LindseyU3A/
Webmaster: John Haley
email John Haley j.p.haley@btinternet.com
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GROUP CONVENORS
Architecture

Margaret Campion

Art Appreciation

Margaret Campion

Art

Norman Clarke

Aspects of History

Bob Wise

Book Group 1

David Jones

Book Group 2

Dawn Bowskill

Bridge

Nadine McKee

Canasta

Arleen Gurnell

Circle Dancing

Cynthia Watson

Coffee Morning

Pamela Huggett

Computer Users Group

Alan Campion

Discussion

Michael Whalley

Enjoying Classical Music

David Jones

Gardening

Pauline Haley

Music For Us

Hugh Taylor

Photography

Tony Davis

Play Reading

Margaret Howard

Poetry Group

Sheila Gravells

Silver

Pat Hagon

Singing Together

Mick Davis

Theatre Group

Jo Smith

Theatre Group
Visits Group

Shirley Droy
Alan Campion

Walks: 5-6 Mile

Joy Babington
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Some U3A Activities

Visiting Brown's Panorama in Louth.
The Group then went up the church tower to see exactly where
Brown stood in 1774 to paint his 360 degree panorama

Gardening Group at George Smith's garden near York
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