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Note from the Editor
Happy New Year and welcome to the January 2011 edition of the
Lindsey U3A Newsletter. I want to thank all of you who sent in
news, reports of U3A activities, photographs and information
about forthcoming group events during the year.
This Newsletter is published 4 times a year, in January, April,
July and October. The deadline for the April 2011 publication is
Friday 11th March. The contact details are:
Email:

lindseyu3a@googlemail.com

Thanks also to the Editorial Team: Sub-Editor: Dawn Bowskill,
Member: Anne Driver.

Peter Abela,
Editor
General Monthly Meetings
Thu 6 Jan at 10.30
“U3A Got Talent” Our Members show their talents by delivering
poems, ditties and songs. Thanks by Margaret Campion
Thu 3 Feb at 10.30
"Nutrition" by Anthony Smith (Welton Dentist). Thanks by
Robin Gulliver
Thu 3 Mar at 10.30
AGM and "Bees" by Alan Campion. Thanks by John Smallwood
Thu 7 Apr at 10.30
"Recycling" WLDC Speaker. Thanks by Jo Smith
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Lincolnshire Ghosts
(October General Meeting)
A presentation given by Margaret
Green on "LINCOLNSHIRE GHOSTS"
was amazing to say the least. Firstly in
the number of ghosts that seem to
inhabit every available inch of space
'Up Hill', secondly, that 172 members
attended this meeting and thirdly, was
the awesome silence that followed the
Chairman's usual follow up of, "Has
anyone a comment to make or question
to ask". Everyone seemed a little shell shocked after so much indepth information on the enormous number of spirits that haunt
the area around the Castle, Cathedral and Bailgate.
The Castle‟s saddest phantom is the horse and rider trying to
deliver the King‟s Pardon that would stop his friend being
hanged, needless to say he arrived too late (having overslept at
an Inn in Newark) to save the poor man from the gallows. The
Horseman is now condemned to ride eternally to the Castle gates
trying to deliver the writ. The White Heart on The Bail has more
than its fair share of lost souls, a total of 14 in all, far too many to
be included in this article. Unfortunately only 9 of them are
accredited; the other five are still in waiting looking for more bona
fide sightings. If you are an apparition you need to have been
sighted on 5 different occasions before you are entered on the
list of 'approved genuine ghosts'.
Reference the third item: the One Hundred and Seventy-Two
members who came to listen possibly hold the record for
attendance at a Lindsey U3A Meeting! I am not too sure what I
make of this when I think of some of the speakers that we have
had in the past so, I will leave you to your own thoughts on the
subject with just one small footnote. On BBC TV Programme QI,
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fronted by Stephen Fry, a question was asked by one of the Mad
Hatters on the panel 'Why does no one ever see the ghost of a
dinosaur or a gerbil?" Maybe that could be a question to ask the
Speaker should she grace us with her presence at a future
meeting.

Jo Smith
Harrington Hall
(November General Meeting)
This was a talk on
Harrington Hall given
by Philip Maddison and
what a surprise this
was for many that were
present. The Hall is a
gem of a building
situated near Spilsby
but was not known to
many of us.
Philip is the Head Gardener but the title hides the varied projects
where he has had major responsibility. The Hall dates from 1681
and the garden was laid out in a formal manner at that time. But
later in the last Century it had been much neglected. Philip
explained how the current owners Mr & Mrs Price bought the Hall
in 1993 with a view to re-establishing its grandeur. Within months
disaster struck, when during early renovation a fire almost
entirely destroyed the building. The fire damage was so
extensive that it looked as if it would be incapable of restoration.
However due to the commitment of the owners and their foresight
in having an excellent fire insurance policy (which is a reminder
to us all), work was undertaken to rebuild the Hall in its original
form. We all were in awe to see how extensive was the rebuild
during the near two years it took, and the care taken to return it to
its original glory.
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Philip brought us up to the present detailing the extensive work in
the walled gardens where even the brick walls are listed by
English Heritage! The re-establishment of the lake has been
undertaken thus ensuring an adequate source of water to deal
with any future fire!
Questions followed and it was soon time to show our
appreciation in the usual manner. One final thought: Harrington
Hall would be a very suitable venue for the U3A Visit group with
Philip as a Guide.

Lyndon Nicholas
Architecture Group
On 16th September ten members of the
Architecture Group enjoyed a morning walk
around Waddington under the guidance of
one of our members, Bill Leaper, who was
born in the village – well, quite a few years
ago!
It was a very personal tour, taking in places
he had known and played as a lad and including some interesting
snippets which must have been absolutely earth shattering at the
time. He was in his little bedroom, actually within the shadow of
the church when a German bomb, directed at the runway of RAF
Waddington, was blown slightly off course and landed smack
bang in the middle of the church, reducing it to rubble, not one
brick left standing on another and on top of the rubble landed –
the bells! They had simply collapsed with the tower but had
landed safely! The cottage at the edge of the churchyard
escaped with just roof tiles damaged, and little Bill slept quietly
throughout!
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Architecture Group at Waddington

He also took us to look at Waddington Castle – did you know
there was a castle there? Neither did we, but there it was, a
rugged miniature built in the „30‟s by two elderly gentlemen as a
folly, it is complete with turrets and drawbridge and stands about
6ft high and 10ft wide and is, rather sadly, slowly becoming
obscured by trees and foliage, but is the sort of folly that small
boys would have loved back in the days of war and austerity.
A lovely morning, completed by lunch at the local hostelry, the
Horse and Jockey – and did you know that there was once a race
course on the heath above the village where now the A607 runs
to Grantham? Hence the name of the pub, of course!

Margaret Campion
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Architecture Group also visited the old Lincoln Sessions House

Architecture Group Programme
The Architecture Programme for January 2011 has not yet been
finalised and any suggestions would be most welcome. I have
suggested a Planning meeting for 20 January and would be
happy to host it at The Bee Field, if that would suit everyone.
Please come along and bring suggestions with you. The dates
for the first 6 months of 2011 are listed below:
Thursday 20 January 2011 10am. Planning Meeting
Thursday 17 February 2011 10am.
Thursday 17 March 2011 10am.
Thursday 21 April 2011 10am.
Thursday 19 May 2011 10am.
Thursday 16 June 2011 10am.

Margaret Campion

8

Art Appreciation
September Meeting ―Breathtaking Botanicals‖
This meeting took place on 15th September at
Alford Manor House. The exhibition featured the
work of Toni O'Neill, who very kindly came along
to meet us. She showed us some of her
unfinished work, talked about her methods and techniques and
answered all our questions. Her paintings were delicate and very
intricate. The range of subjects included agapanthus, peonies
and hellebores as well as some fruit paintings of blackberries and
sea buckthorn. My favourite was a particularly fine study of
hydrangeas - a plant I am not particularly fond of in real life.
When we had exhausted the exhibition we were able to take a
tour of the Manor House, which was equally interesting as there
has been much careful restoration since I last visited. We then
enjoyed some refreshments in their cosy cafe before heading
back home to Lincoln.
Breathtaking Botanicals proved to be exactly what it 'said on the
tin'. The studies of the flowers were very lifelike. We all thought
Toni's work was exquisite - the precision and fine detail shown in
her work was simply breathtaking.

Prue Chadderton.
October Meeting “The Glasgow Boys 1888 – 1900‖
The October meeting of the Art Appreciation Group saw most
members present to hear a masterly presentation of „The
Glasgow Boys‟ by Elspeth Young, herself a Scot, born and
educated in Glasgow and very proud of her native city!
She began by giving us a brief outline of the rivalry which existed
between staid and conventional Edinburgh and brash, rich and
raucous Glasgow in the 19th century, which resulted in Edinburgh
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absolutely ignoring the excitement and innovation of the
emerging „new‟ art from France and Europe which was bringing a
fresh look and feel to the artistic scene in Scotland. Edinburgh
refused to show any of the paintings of these „new‟ men at the
Royal Scottish Academy and the field was left open for the more
forward thinking Glasgow Industrialists and Merchants to
encourage and collect works from these new young artists and
provide exhibition space in order that their works could be seen
by the wider public.
She concentrated on just six of these artists, all of whom painted
very realistically using subjects and people familiar in their daily
working lives. Two paintings were especially interesting because
they were painted whilst the artists were living in Crowland right
here in Lincolnshire! The first and most beautiful (in my opinion)
was „To Pastures New‟ by James Guthrie (1883) and „School
Mates‟ (1885). The „White Drake‟ and „The Forge‟ by Joseph
Crowhall (1895 and 1887) were also much admired. As a group
we were less sure of the later fantasy paintings by George Henry
and Edward Hornel but we all admired the Japanese influenced
paintings by the same two artists who had both spent some time
studying in Japan.
It was an altogether fascinating afternoon and we hope to hear
Elspeth follow up this talk by others on The Glasgow Girls who
came along later, and the early 20th century group, collectively
known as the Scottish Colourists!

Margaret Campion
Art Appreciation Programme
Mon 10 Jan at 2pm
Visit to the studio of Sculptor Peter Moss. Address: 19, St Giles
Avenue, Lincoln. This has been arranged by Jeannie Rowan.
For further information please contact Jeannie.
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Mon 14 Feb and Mon 14 Mar
Allen and Muriel Ball have offered to give two linked
presentations on these days. Subject of their choice!
Fri 15 Apr
Muriel has provisionally marked this day for the proposed visit to
Red House & Hall House in Bexleyheath, to see the Arts and
Crafts House and other artefacts. It will be a full day, she will
book a 15-seater mini bus. Details later.
Mon 9 May 2pm
Phil Bowman will take a hands-on session for everyone to have a
go at drawing a head – something along the line of ‟Head to
Head‟ allowing 5 minutes per sketch and then Phil commenting
and helping all of us along. Still in the early stages of planning
but will take place at 4, The Bee Field. !

Margaret Campion
Aspects of History
The second half of 2010 brought some wide
ranging Aspects of History. The coming of the
railways surprised a few with the actual origins,
and the great legend of George Stephenson was
explained. Queen Elizabeth (the first) had our
attention as she strode across the stage; then the "Cowboy
President", Theodore Roosevelt set the pace for all succeeding
American leaders.
My newest project, King Henry VIII, was followed by Croydon, a
Surrey market town with about 1,200 years of history. December will
be warmed by the story of Florence Nightingale, a rather
misinterpreted genius. Into the new year with Queen Anne:
Marlborough and all that - the Brunels: a new take on Crime and the
Law; then in April King John, with his Lincoln connections. This is an
interesting and friendly group and more members have joined
recently; why don't you try us out, or at least chat to me.

Bob Wise
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Theatre Group 2011 Programme
Saturday 19 February
Milton Keynes Theatre
―Blithe Spirit”
Matinee performance
Star cast: Alison Steadman, Ruthie Henshall,
Hermione Norris and Robert Bathurst.
Coach & tickets £33. A waiting list will be held.
Saturday 2 April
Birmingham Hippodrome
―Les Ballets Trockadero de Monte Carlo‖
Matinee performance
"This is the funniest time you'll ever have at the ballet"
Coach & tickets £32
August
We will be looking for a trip to announce at a later date.
October
We will be looking for a trip to announce at a later date.
December
We will be arranging our Christmas special for this month.

Shirley, Jo & Janet box office girls.
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Gardening Group
Jan 25 at Welton Village Hall. 2—4pm
Bring and Share Buffet. The speaker will be Val
Wright who will give a power point presentation on
both National Trust and Private Gardens which
she has visited.
Feb 22 at Welton Village Hall 2—4pm
Talk by Debbie Hollingworth and Leslie Burton, of Goltho House.
The talk is entitled “Starting a garden from scratch”
Mar 22 at Welton Village Hall 2—4pm
Talk by Deborah Lincoln. The title of her talk is “From the
Hedgerow and Garden Herbs”
Apr 19
Provisional date for a visit to Burghley House, Stamford

Photography Group
Activities for our 27 Jan Meeting
(1) Project on „balance in composition‟ panning the
camera: please bring about 4 or 5 photos on a
memory stick which show some different ways of
achieving a balanced composition, so we can view
the outcomes and discuss. These do not have to
be taken especially for the session.
(2) Calibrating colour on screen, printer and software.
(3) Workshop on close-up photography. Please bring your
camera, a tripod if you have one, and an object to photograph.
(4) Setting the next project.
(5) Choosing activities for future meetings: 24/02/11; 24/03/11;
28/04/11; 26/05/11; 23/06/11; 28/07/11; 25/08/11

Jim Smith
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Singing for Fun
The Singing for Fun group has now met for
three sessions.
We have tried various
selections of songs: we have tried traditional
folk songs, songs from shows and films, skiffle,
sea shanties, pop songs and songs from
Lincolnshire; we will try anything.
On our last session, we did a round using “What shall we do with
the drunken sailor?” as the base tune and song. It went very
well, causing quite a few laughs, etc. whilst being sung. On all
our sessions it has been good fun and we have gone home
knowing we had been in good company and had a worthwhile
afternoon enjoying making music.

The Singing for Fun Group

So please come along on the third Thursday in the month to the
Methodist Hall, Welton at 2pm to enjoy yourselves. We do not
care about how good or bad you sing; all we ask is for you to
enjoy making song.
Mick Davis
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Habla usted Espanol?
I am trying to find a few people who
might be interested in starting a Spanish
Conversational group.
The initial idea is for people with some
knowledge of the language to get
together on a fortnightly or monthly basis
to exercise their Spanish on a casual and
friendly basis. It would be tremendous if we had someone join the
group who spoke the language well, but I have a language
teacher in mind if we can find sufficient people to make it worth
her while.
If you have learnt some Spanish and would like the opportunity to
keep it up, please contact Alan Campion.

Alan Campion
Visits Group
National Memorial and Arboretum and
Lichfield Cathedral
We had hoped for good weather for our visit
and we got it! The National Memorial and
Arboretum is a large site of 150 acres with a
visitors‟ centre, chapel, memorials and
gardens and over 50,000 trees.
Once we had drunk our coffees, some went to the chapel for a
brief act of remembrance, followed by the guide‟s walk. Others
joined the land train to be driven around the site and hear a
commentary. Many memorials are dedicated to the services but
many others are not. Earlier this year the WI had a modern
stone seat dedicated.
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Most impressive is the National Memorial on the central mound.
Two concentric circular walls are split at either end to leave a
central grassed arena. At the end is a tall marble column topped
with a golden pyramid. In the arena are two stunning groups of
bronze figures depicting loss and sacrifice. Inscribed on the
walls are the names of all who have died in military action since
1945.
Another very moving monument is the Far East Prisoners‟ of War
Memorial. Here are the 57,000 names of men who were
captured in the Far East and video clips and photos of their
suffering. Outside the building are short sections of the Burma
and Sumatra rail tracks and the lych-gates from Changi jail in
Singapore. There is far too much to see in one day and the site
is still growing. I have been twice and there is still a lot I would
like to see.
At
1.30pm
Mark
came
with the coach
and most of
the
group
moved on to
Lichfield. One
group had an
interesting tour
of
the
cathedral and
others visited
At Lichfield Cathedral
the
city
birthplace of Samuel Johnson and home of Erasmus Darwin:
scientist, doctor and grandfather of Charles Darwin.
Just before we left Lichfield, down came the rain, but only for a
short time, then the sun came out for the journey home.

Celia Pepper
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Westgate House Louth
Following an earlier and interesting visit to see the Brown‟s
Panorama in Louth Town Hall plus, on the same day, a visit to
the parish church and a scary climb up to the top of the tallest
parish church spire in the country, the Visits Group completed the
Louth experience by visiting Westgate House, Louth.

Westgate House in Louth

This house is the most clearly recognised house on the
Panorama, still clearly visible from the church spire and now in
the ownership of Peter and Anne Byrne who are very willing to
open their lovely home to interested visitors. By the end of the
1990‟s Westgate House was literally falling apart, full of dry rot,
roof leaking, floors rotten, the remnants of the beautiful garden
depicted on the Panorama overgrown and neglected. It must
have taken a huge leap of faith and imagination to take on the
restoration challenge, to say nothing of the vast expense
incurred, but now, ten years after moving in, the house is once
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more the elegant, beautiful Georgian town house it was when the
Panorama was painted in 1756.
Peter gave us an enthralling account of the trials and tribulations
incurred in such a massive undertaking and Anne provided us
with coffee and delicious biscuits and we were allowed to wander
freely through the restored rooms. It was a most enjoyable
morning.

Margaret Campion
Programme for visits Group

Friday 21st January 2011. Mal Reynolds, Harlequin Frames.
Mal, a member of Lindsey U3A, has invited us to a demonstration
of the art of the picture framer. Venue: Harlequin Frames, The
Terrace, Grantham Street, Lincoln, (near the Collection). Visit
limited by space to 12 people.
Friday 25th February 2011 at 10am. Visit to Lockwood Fish
Farm. There is a limit of 15 people for this visit. Lockwood Farms
are easy to find off the A15 north from Lincoln. 'Lockwood farms'
is well signposted off to the right on the road leading to Saxby.
Book early to secure a place.
March Nothing planned yet, but Brian Smith may be able to
arrange a visit to Siemens, Lincoln, engineering.
April or May Peter Abela hopes to arrange a visit to Woodside
Falconry.
20th May Muriel Ball. Audley End, Essex. Coach trip.
8th June. Margaret Campion, visit to Grimsthorpe Castle. Coach
trip.
12 July. Elizabeth Walker. Brewery Stoke on Trent, and Newly
Opened Wedgewood Pottery Museum. Coach trip.
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There is also a possibility of visits to Bradford Media Museum, a
boat trip from Boston, a Shipley Canal Trip and another visit to
RAF College Cranwell.
Following the positive comments about the recent coach trip to
York, Elizabeth Walker is planning another coach trip to York for
next autumn.

Alan Campion

Walking Group
This group meets on the first and third Monday of
the month and does a modest five miles – we
start at 10am and are usually back by 12 midday
or a little after. Each member of the group
researches one or two walks a year and then
leads the group around the chosen walk.
We have managed to get lost a few times but that only adds to
the excitement! On the whole we choose walks which are not too
far from Lincoln – say within a ten-mile radius – which enables us
to get back to base before whatever afternoon activity is on offer
for members, but in the summer when we have longer days, we
sometimes get a bit reckless and go off to the coast or away
down south perhaps even beyond Grantham! Mindful of our
carbon emissions we do always try to share cars!
If you are a new member, please think about joining us, just
contact Joy Babington or Alan Campion for a full programme of
events and you can be sure of a warm welcome from all of us.

Margaret Campion.
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Lindsey U3A Equipment
Many of you will be aware that we were fortunate to receive a
grant from the Lottery Fund to buy equipment for use by Lindsey
U3A and its interest groups. This was provided for the
enhancement of our interest group activities along with
improvements to our monthly meeting presentations.
Here are some of the uses that was envisaged:Group Equipment
8 x Toshiba laptops with Microsoft Office Professional 2007 and
Adobe Photoshop Elements 7 – To provide training & instruction
on applications, .ie. word processing, spreadsheets, publishing,
slide presentations and photo enhancing etc within your group,
Will also run CD/DVD’s for presentations in conjunction with the
projector
1 x Canon A4 wireless printer/scanner/copier - To operate with
the laptops for all printing, scanning and copying requirements,
any pictures or drawings can be used as part of a slide
presentation
1 x Wireless network router - For operating with the
printer/scanner
1 x Optoma projector – For operation with any of the laptops to
provide a bright, large picture for group viewing, with or without a
screen
1 x Projector screen – For use with the projector
1 x USB slide & film copier – Copy old slides plus colour & B/W
film onto the laptop for inclusion into a laptop for presentation etc
1 x USB memory card reader/writer – Use your camera memory
card to put pictures on to a laptop for slide presentations,
enhancing etc
1 x Aiptek A4 Drawing tablet – Drawings can be made onto the
laptop for slide show presentations, posters etc
4 x 2m 4way surge protected extension sockets – Must be used
with the above
1 x 8m 4way extension cable – For use with the above
20

Hall Equipment
1 x Fujitsu laptop with Microsoft Office Professional 2007 – For
slide show presentations by our invited speakers
1 x Optoma projector – Large bright pictures via the laptop
1 x Integrated PA system with three wireless microphones and
two speakers - Giving excellent clarity in all situations
1 x Stage projector screen – Large screen which can be viewed
in any part of the Hall
Should the speaker use 35m/m slides there is a spare slide
projector available if theirs fails. If they wish to convert them to
use on the laptop they can have access to the fast film slide
copier. There is also a portable screen available for use in
another room if required and a side screen in the main hall for
smaller meeting presentations.
If anyone would like to discuss the use of the equipment in their
group please call me, my phone number is on the inside cover, or
email lindseyu3akit@googlemail.com

Mike Kirkby
Treasurer
A Reminder for All Group Convenors
It would be appreciated if Group Convenors were to write
a brief résumé of group activities and visits from time to
time, at least annually, for inclusion in the Newsletter.
These items would be of interest to all, and would be of
considerable help to new members when making a choice
of which Group to join.
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TIMETABLE OF INTEREST GROUPS
Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

9.45am
5/6 mile walk

10am
Computer
Users‟ Group

9.45am
5/6 mile
walks

2pm
Poetry for
Pleasure

2pm
Art Appreciation

2pm
Play Reading
Enjoying
Classical Music

10am
Art

1.30pm
Bridge

Week 4

10am
Circle Dancing
2pm
Book Group 2
Bookworms
1.30pm
Bridge

10am
General
Meeting

2pm
Book Group 1

2pm
Gardening

1.30pm
Bridge

1.30pm
Bridge

2.30pm
Music for Us

2pm
Discussion
Group
10.00 am
Photography

10am
Architecture
10.15am
Coffee Morning

2pm
Aspects of History

2pm
Singing for Fun

Fri

Lindsey U3A Website
http://community.lincolnshire.gov.uk/LindseyU3A/
Webmaster: John Haley
email John Haley j.p.haley@btinternet.com
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GROUP CONVENORS
Architecture

Margaret Campion

Art Appreciation

Margaret Campion

Art

Norman Clarke

Aspects of History

Bob Wise

Book Group 1

David Jones

Book Group 2

Dawn Bowskill

Bridge

Nadine McKee

Canasta

Arleen Gurnell

Circle Dancing

Cynthia Watson

Coffee Morning

Pamela Huggett

Computer Users Group

Alan Campion

Discussion

Michael Whalley

Enjoying Classical Music

David Jones

Gardening

Pauline Haley

Music For Us

Hugh Taylor

Photography

Jim Smith

Play Reading

Margaret Howard

Poetry Group

Sheila Gravells

Singing For Fun

Mick Davis

Theatre Group

Jo Smith

Theatre Group

Shirley Droy

Visits Group

Alan Campion

Walks: 5-6 Mile

Joy Babington
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Some U3A Activities

Architecture Group visited Waddington Castle

Visits Group at the Yorkshire Waterways Museum

Lindsey U3A Website
http://community.lincolnshire.gov.uk/LindseyU3A/
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