Gardening Group Visited Potterton Nursery in May (Photo: Marie Clark)
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Welfare Committee Member
Margaret Campion is the Welfare Committee Member. If you
know of anyone sick or someone who has been absent for a
while and unwell, or if you think a card from the Committee would
be welcome, then let Margaret know and she will send a suitable
message
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Note from the Editor
I wish to thank all of you who sent in news, reports, photographs
and information about forthcoming group events for this
Newsletter.
The Newsletter is published 4 times a year, in January, April, July
and October. The deadline for the October 2012 publication is
Friday 14th September. Contact details for the Newsletter are:
Email:

lindseyu3a@gmail.com

Thanks also to the Editorial Team: Sub-Editor: Dawn Bowskill,
Member: Anne Driver.

Peter Abela,
Editor
Door Rota
Jul
Aug
Sep
Oct

Effie Mansfield and Iris Wilson
Lyndon and Diana Nicholas
Rita Dobbs and Monica Heywood-Kenny
John and Lorna Evans

Tea and Coffee Rota
Jul
Aug
Sep
Oct

Mike Moody, Katherine Moody, Bob Wise +1
Beryl and Richard Carter, June Charles + 2
Need 5 volunteers please
Diana and Lyndon Nicholas, Ben and Liz Irons, Dawn
Bowskill
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General Monthly Meetings
Thu 5 July at 10.30
“Cosmology” by Keith Allen. Thanks: Jo Smith
Thu 2 Aug
Medieval Pilgrimage and souvenirs by Ted Edwards
Thu 6 Sep
“A Shetland Croft House Garden” - A behind the scenes look
at Chelsea along with the story of how we put the garden
together by Sue Hayward
Thu 4 Oct
Monet: Colour in Impressionism by James Taylor-Foster

What Ever Happened To The Eggs?
(April General Meeting)
Mr Gerry Burrows returned to Lindsey U3A to
continue the interesting saga of the Imperial
Fabergé eggs. He had talked to us in October
2011 about the Romanovs and the Fabergé
family leaving us to wonder what happened to
the eggs after the revolution.
What an
interesting history they have had.
Gerry took us from the 17 th July 1918, when
the Romanovs were lined up and shot, to the present day when
the majority of the eggs are now back in Moscow in the Kremlin.
He also outlined the demise of the Fabergé factory and the flight
of Carl Fabergé to Riga in Latvia and then on to Wiesbaden and
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finally to Lausanne where he died in 1920 not knowing the fate of
his Imperial eggs.
Some eggs escaped with family members such as Maria
Fedorova (mother of Carl), others post World War I were put up
for sale fetching low prices in a Europe exhausted and poor.
Emanuel Snowman in 1925 purchased 9 Imperial eggs for
relatively little. The Fabergé Company set up shop in London
where King George V and Queen Mary acquired two eggs, which
are still in the possession of our Queen and were recently
displayed along with The Duchess of Cambridge’s wedding
gown.
In the 1950s Armand Hammer began introducing Russian
artefacts to the USA. Prominent Americans such as Matilda
Geddings-Gray and Lillian Pratt, wife of the Vice President of
General Motors, became collectors. King Farouk of Egypt also
acquired two eggs. In the 1960s Malcolm Forbes, founder of
Forbes magazine, became an avid collector pushing up the price,
with sales of eggs in the 1980s into millions of dollars and he
amassed a total of 9 Imperial eggs along with many other
examples of Russian art.
In the 1990s further record sales were made. In 1992 the Hare
egg fetched 1.8 million, in 1994 the Winter egg £3.6 million,
reselling in 2002 to the Emir of Qatar for £6.4 million.
Malcolm Forbes died in 1990 and his family in accordance with
his will put 194 pieces of Russian art including 9 Imperial eggs in
the hands of Sotheby’s. The timing of the sale in 1994 was
inspired as rich oligarchs in Russia, aided by the dropping of
import taxes, wished to return the Russian artistic legacy to
Moscow. So the sale was withdrawn and Viktor Vekselberg an
oil, gas and aluminium magnate, the 11 th richest person in Russia
according to the Forbes list, paid £80million for the collection.
They are now housed in the Kremlin. The Forbes family
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commented that it was an astonishing end to one of the great
stories of art history. It seems a fitting end.
I found Gerry’s talk riveting, full of colour and humour, painting a
clear picture of the eggs’ life post 1918 and their incredible rise in
value and importance. His pictures of the exquisite eggs made
me want to visit Russia and see them for myself. He suggested
we had a U3A holiday to Moscow to see them!

Elizabeth Walker

Membership News (July 2012)
We now have a total of 279 members. This includes 3 new
members since the April Newsletter – we therefore welcome
Margaret Annesley, Rod McKinley and Diana Bonner to
Lindsey U3A.

Alan Turner
Architecture

Architecture

Members of the Architecture Group met at
Newark's Town Hall on Thursday, 19th April
and, after very welcome refreshments in the
Town Council's Council Chamber, were
shown around the first and second floors of
this Grade I Georgian building. There is
normally a lift but it was being renovated
while we were there so 'respect' to all who
climbed the stairs (especially the turreted
steps to the second floor which all

completed).
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At the end of the visit we were told "If you had come next week
the lift would have been in use again!") The interior of the
Council Chamber and the Assembly Room has been returned to
its original colours of pale and darker shades of blue with gilding
on the borders and Corinthian columns. We were promised that
we would all say "Wow" when we entered the Assembly room
(now the Ballroom) and duly did - it is superb. It cost £17,000 to
build and decorate in 1776, which was almost the same amount
as the Bath Assembly Rooms. It was built by the Architect John
Carr, who designed Harewood House near Leeds. He had
worked with Lord Burlington and Robert Adams and their
influence can be seen in the blending of the Palladian and NeoClassical styles in the building of the Town Hall.

Architecture Group Members at Newark Town Hall

In 1990 restoration work was completed and the building is now
recognised as one of the finest Georgian town halls in the
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country. In 1999 full Museum registration was awarded by the
Museums and Galleries Commission and the name Newark
Town Treasures and Art Gallery was formally adopted. Our
Guide, Mr Andrew Sheldrake, asked us to let U3A members
know that anyone is welcome to be shown around the Town Hall
between 10.30 am and 3.30 pm on weekdays as it is a Museum
and Art Gallery which is open to the public. Some rooms might
be closed off if they are in use but the ballroom and art gallery
should be open. Like so many U3A visits, Newark's Town Hall is
a 'hidden gem' and we hope you will enjoy your visit as much as
we did if you are able to go there.

Jill Phillips
Visit to Mrs Smith’s Cottage, Navenby
On 17th May 2012 members of the Architecture Group visited
Mrs Smith’s Cottage in Navenby. Mrs Hilda Smith (née Craven)
was raised in the cottage as a child, moved out of the County and
then returned in the 1920’s and lived in the cottage until she was
102 years old. She became Mrs Smith at the age of 64 but her
husband, Joseph, died four years later. The cottage, which is
now a registered museum, is mid nineteenth century and of
simple brick construction. It has single brick thick walls tied
together with iron bars through the bedroom walls and does not
have a damp proof course. Many of Mrs Smith’s possessions
are on display in the cottage and volunteer guides, led by Mr Eric
Folley, took members in small groups around the cottage and the
Visitor Centre.
The cottage is a time capsule and evokes poignant memories of
a vanished past. The bedrooms are only accessible by steep,
ladder-type stairs and the banister on one is a recent addition.
Mrs Smith’s bedspread is made up of immaculately hand-stitched
rectangles of a man’s cut-up shirts. The stitches are tiny and
there are thousands of them.
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After a welcome visit to the nearby tea-shop, members crossed
the main road and went to St Peter’s Church in Navenby – the
Cathedral on the Cliff; a beautiful Church which is a combination
of medieval and Victorian work with many interesting features.

Jill Phillips
Architecture Group Programme
Thursday 19 July.
Visit to Old Gee Church followed by lunch and then a visit to the
Humberstone Fitties and finally, if time allows, a drive to the Edge
of the Salt Marshes. This has all been arranged by Jo Smith and
further details of meeting points, lunch bookings etc. can be
obtained from her. This promises to be an exciting day and we
are grateful to Jo for arranging it for us.
10

Thursday 16 August 10am.
Richard Carter has organised a visit to Hill Holt Wood
Conservation and Training Centre where Oliver Woodman will
escort on a tour of the site and explain the eco-friendly aspects of
the buildings. There is a suggested donation of £2 per person.

Art Appreciation
April Visit

Art Appreciation

On 11th April eleven members of this group
met at The Bee Field to enjoy a delightful
afternoon with Prue Chadderton talking about
the Lancashire artist Helen Bradley and her
famous naïve paintings including the
delectable ‘Miss Carter’ – Who Always Wore
Pink!

Helen Bradley was born in Lees, near Oldham in 1900 into a
prosperous family of tailors, cotton merchants and chandlers.
Her childhood was idyllic, revolving around her parents,
grandparents, the 3 maiden aunts and all their friends, including
Miss Carter (who always wore pink), whose ambition it was to
snare the Mr. Taylor, the Bank Manager, into matrimony – she
failed! She won a scholarship to Oldham Art College in 1913 but
was only able to complete two years before she was taken out of
college and obliged to work in her father’s hardware business to
replace the men who were now fighting in WWI. Marriage and
family then took over her life and it was not until the 1960s that
she took up her paintbrush again and began to paint these
delightful stories of her childhood, it is said, initially for the
amusement of her grandchildren.
Sudden fame followed with exhibitions, television appearances,
magazine and newspaper articles, plus several books about her
work. She remains a popular and highly sought after painter and
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Prue, who grew up in Manchester, has made a detailed study of
her life and work.
Thank you, Prue, for a most enjoyable and informative session.

Margaret Campion.

May Visit
On Monday, 14th May, the Art Appreciation Group gathered
together at Lincoln Cathedral for a talk on the Duncan Grant
Murals, given by Linda Tilbury, who spearheaded the campaign
for the restoration of the Murals in the late 1980’s.
Linda gave us insight into the history of the Murals and how the
installation at Lincoln Cathedral evolved over many years.
A week prior to this talk, Angelica Garnet, Duncan Grant’s
daughter, (who is thought to be one of the three women depicted
in the mural), died at the age of 93 which, of course, led to some
discussion about Duncan Grant, his family, and friends.
Linda then moved on to discuss the Murals; the chapel itself is
dedicated to St. Blaise, the Patron Saint of both Wool Merchants
and Sore Throats, and Duncan Grant used both friends and
family as models for all the figures included in the murals. The
Good Shepherd, contrary to popular belief, was not a painting of
Duncan Grant himself, but a young friend who was still alive and
living in Majorca when Linda began her research and who gave
her much information about the background of the murals.
Duncan Grant’s interest in the natural world is shown in the
sheep, flowers, birds and butterflies.
The imagery of the medieval quay, using the figures of Duncan
Grant’s family hauling bales of wool onto a ship moored in the
Brayford Pool, were of great interest, and all the while, St Blaise
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himself looked down benignly at us from a roundel high up in a
corner!
This was an extremely interesting talk which gave us an
unbiased and caring insight into the history of the Murals and
again we thank Linda Tilbury.

Linda Mengella.
Computers for All
The June meeting at the Welton Village Hall
was cancelled due to a number of the group’s
members going on the trip to Beverley and
Burton Agnes on the same day, along with
some members not able to attend.
For the July meeting, I have booked the
Welton Room at the hall for the 9 th July for
2.45pm with the same agenda - “Buying and
Selling on the Internet.”
Should the
estimated attendance be too small for the Welton Room we will
hold the meeting at 33 Holme Drive. The meetings for the rest of
the year will be held at 4 The Bee field.
Computer Users

Mike Kirkby

Tea and Coffee Rota
The Tea and Coffee Rota needs more volunteers. Please
contact Anne Birkett and put your name on the list. Anne’s
contact details are on page 2.
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“Music For Us”

Music

At our 15th February meeting we chose music
on the theme of Romantics, to coincide with
Valentine’s Day. There were nine of us
present and we each brought two pieces to
play. There was a vast range from classical
to popular. The music we heard was as
follows:-

Beethoven – Romance No 2 in F
Mozart – Eine Kleine Nachtmusik, 2 nd movement
John Rutter – What Sweeter Music
Spanish Romance
Glen Miller Band – A Nightingale Sang in Berkeley Square
Puccini – La Bohème, Love Duet
Debussy – Pelleas and Melisande, Sicilienne
Rossini – The Barber of Seville, Largo al Factotum
Love is all Around - Wet Wet Wet, from Four Weddings
and a Funeral
Grieg Ballade Op 24 – Wedding Day at Troldhaugen
Ravel – Bolero
Frank Sinatra singing You’re Just too Marvellous and The
Way you Look Tonight
Lesley Garrett singing Last Rose of Summer
John Hanson singing I’ll See You Again
Lizst – Liebestraum No 3
Saint-Saens – The Carnival of the Animals – The Swan
Ella Fitzgerald – That Old Black Magic

Hugh Taylor
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Photo Group

Photograph

The plan for the Photography Group is
to get out and be taking photographs
during the summer months. We help
each other with composition and
suggestions for camera settings etc.
during such trips. Wherever possible
we end our visits in a cafe where we
can enjoy refreshments whilst
reviewing some of the images created

during the visit.
26 Jul
Riseholme Campus
8 Aug
Kelham Hall evening if a place booked with Alan Campion
23 Aug
Doddington Hall, booking to be confirmed
27 Sep
Lincoln Cathedral interior, booking to be confirmed.

Jim Smith

Discussing Composition

Taking Photos
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Theatre Group
Theatre

Theatre

Christmas trip for this year.
Silver Bells Christmas Show
at the Leeds City of Varieties
November 17th.
Details and reservations at the July Meeting

Shirley Droy

Visits Group
Beverley and Burton Agnes Hall Visit

Visits Group

On 11th June we visited Beverley and Burton
Agnes Hall. This was a combined visit of the
Architecture, Art Appreciation and Visits
Groups.

When the Groups arrived in Beverley, they were split – one half
joining David Jones for a Town Walk around Beverley and the
other half going their separate ways to explore the lovely town, its
splendid Minster, and the varied shops. It was enjoyable for all.
We had time for a welcome lunch prior to re-joining the coach to
travel to Burton Agnes Hall.
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The Hall is a beautiful, stately, lived-in home; the house and
gardens, ranking highly in their great history and beauty. The
“icing on the cake” for our Groups must surely have been the art
collection, which was created in the main, by Marcus WickhamBoynton, who was responsible for the restoration of the Long
Gallery. He greatly added to the treasures at Burton Agnes:
notably the collection of French paintings, the Epstein bronzes,
the Chinese porcelain, and much rare furniture. Everyone
enjoyed the tour given by our art guide on the day. Clearly we do
not need the hustle and bustle of London to see good art. It must
be true to say, that most of us ‘collapsed’ in the delightful café,
for a well-earned cup of tea!

U3A Members on a visit to Beverley

One of the Groups, having recently moved to this area and
travelling over the Humber Bridge for the first time, considered it
to be spectacular. Perhaps those who have grown used to it
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over the years might like to look at it again – not if they are
driving of course!!! A memorable day – thanks to those who
arranged it for us

Linda Mengella
Visits Group Programme
Thursday 19th July 6.30pm for 7pm.
An Evening visit to Minting Park Farm, Gautby, purveyors of
home produced Minting Farm Meats. A short talk followed by a
demonstration of meat production, then the chance for a farm
walk. Refreshments will be available. British Lop rare breed
pork, handmade sausages, plum bread, lamb and home bred
beef can be purchased at the farm shop. No charge for this visit.
Sign up if interested.
Wed 8th August. 7pm
An evening visit to Kelham Hall, the home of Newark &
Sherwood District Council. The hall was designed by Sir Gilbert
Scott, famous for designing the Albert Memorial and St Pancras
hotel in London. All 30 places have been spoken for. But we are
taking names for the reserve list. Cost of £2.50, payable on the
night. Refreshments available.
Tuesday 11th September
A coach trip to Bletchley Park organised by Mike & Marlene
Curtis. Bletchley Park, once Britain’s best kept secret is now a
Heritage Site and Museum. The war-time base for the code
breakers who cracked the German Enigma machine, and site of
the world’s first computer. The cost will be £34, which includes
cost of the coach, morning and afternoon guided tours, coffee on
arrival and a hot lunch. Wheelchairs are available and provided
free.
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Saturday 22nd Sept. 7.30pm to 10.30pm
An evening of music at Hackthorn Village Hall. Mike Wold and
his group will play a selection of Traditional Jazz, music from the
Beatles, and a selection of the songs we all grew up with. The
cost will be a mere £6 per person. There will also be a bar
available. All those attending will be asked to bring a plate of
nibbles for their table.
To enable us to estimate likely numbers please register
interest with Alan Campion on campion133@ btinternet.com

Lindsey U3A Group Convenors Guide
(Copies of this guide are available on the website from the Treasurer)

Extract from page 2
Meetings
Small Groups in houses
A small payment of 30p is made by each attendee at
every meeting to the host to cover tea/coffee &
biscuits, which would be handled as petty cash by the
Group Leader
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Walking Group

Date

Leader

Where

Meeting Point

2 Jul

Irby near Grimsby

16 Jul

Jean
Stevenson
Alan Campion

Pub at Swallow
on A46
Near Fiskerton
church

30 Jul

Long walk

6 Aug

Janet Collins/
Mary Gibson
20 Aug Alan Campion

Fiskerton and
Greetwell
Volunteer needed
Details later
Reasby & Snelland.

What did this walker do wrong?
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In front of
Reasby House

Now Your Newsletter
can be sent
Directly to You

Do you want to receive a copy of
your newsletter by post?
Then send a stamped addressed envelope
to the editor and the Newsletter will be
posted to you as soon as it is printed.
The envelope should be an A5 (9 x 6
inches) with the stamp value of 50p.

Do you want to receive a copy of
your newsletter by email?
Then make sure that the Membership
Secretary (Alan Turner) has your email
address.

Printed copies of the Newsletter can still be
collected at normal monthly meetings
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Lindsey in Arden
What has U3A National Office done for
you recently? Well, they organised a
group to visit the Shakespeare Birthplace
Trust in Stratford-upon-Avon. I was the
only Lindsey member to take up the offer
and I went down the newly completed
A46 to meet Philippa Bassett, the
National Events organiser and about 14
other U3A members from a scattering of
places around the Midlands - and Exeter!
Arriving in the town I found a plethora of
parking places and paid £4 for an all-day space, cheaper than
our local car corrals. First we had the standard tour, seeing the
original birthplace building and the house occupied by
Shakespeare’s daughter. Then we went into a lounge for coffee
and biscuits and a chat with U3A colleagues. We went over the
usual grounds of venues too small and expensive for monthly
meetings, the difficulty of getting members to do something like
committee work, and our varied knowledge of Shakespeare.
Then we had a special exhibition: treasures from the archives.
Shakespeare’s legacy was in private hands until the late 19 th
century when it was retrieved largely through the efforts of Bram
Stoker, the author of “Dracula”, who was also a major theatre
manager. The artefacts gathered into two main streams, some
with the Birthplace Trust, the rest with the Royal Shakespeare
Theatre, until quite recent years when they were pooled and the
Trust now has a proper, environmentally controlled archive for
them all. Only the King Edward VI School in Stratford has some
early books and such like in its own collection. The newly
restored Birthplace is a delight to visit and the Shakespearean
‘content’ is not too ‘heavy’. I was thrilled to see and handle the
original register of William’s birth, and other highlights of his life.
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We also saw an ancient book of Holinshed’s Chronicle of
England, from which Will probably learned much of his history
and an old map book which explains how he talked about the
shores of Bohemia! Old books and pictures, photographs of
Stratford through the inter-War years, this was a rewarding trip.
I saw the trip offered in the news sheet I found on the table in the
Welton Room at our General Meeting. Perhaps more of you
should take notice of the efforts that National Office makes to
give U3A members interest and interaction?! It would be your
gain.

Bob Wise.

Wanted!
Volunteer Car Drivers
Occasionally the Committee is asked for help in getting
members to the Monthly General Meetings. It does not
happen often, but at present we have no list of car-owners to
whom we can refer the request. If you have transport and
would be willing to offer your services on an occasional basis
please contact Margaret Campion, who will keep a list of such
volunteers.
Once the list is established, anyone needing transport should
contact Margaret to arrange a lift.

Please note this does not involve any long term
commitment – it is just occasional or emergency help.

Margaret Campion
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Group Convenors and Contact Details
Architecture

Margaret
Campion

Art Appreciation

margaret.campion@btinternet.com
Margaret
Campion
margaret.campion@btinternet.com

Aspects of
History
Bird Watching

Bob Wise
thewises@hotmail.co.uk
Robin Gulliver
robin.g@talktalk.net

Book Group 1

David Jones
stanthaket2@yahoo.co.uk

Book Group 2

Dawn Bowskill
colinrb_41@yahoo.co.uk

Book Group 3

Jerry Buttery
js.buttery@ntlworld.com

Bridge

Nadine McKee
lenandnadine@tiscali.co.uk

Circle Dancing
Coffee Morning

Cynthia Watson
Pamela Huggett
pamelahuggett@btinternet.com

Computers for All

Mike Kirkby
mike-helen@sudbrooke.eclipse.co.uk

Discussion

Michael Whalley
m.whalley1@ntlworld.com

Enjoying
Classical Music

David Jones
stanthaket2@yahoo.co.uk
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Family History

Elizabeth Walker
pmw@avoncroft.freeserve.co.uk

Gardening

Pauline Haley
j.p.haley@btinernet.com

Music For Us

Hugh Taylor
hughandursie@hotmail.co.uk

Photography

Jim Smith

Play Reading

jimdnsmith@hotmail.co.uk
Margaret
Howard

Poetry Group

howardoldhall@tiscali.co.uk
Marion
Plenderleith
wee.scotty@uwclub.net
Michael Moody

Singing For Fun
mike.t.moody@waitrose.com
Jo Smith
Theatre Group

joansmith10@aol.com
Shirley Droy
shirleydroy@sky.com

Visits Group

Alan Campion
campion133@btinternet.com

Walks: 5-6 Miles

Joy Babington
joy@babington.me.uk

Equipment Loans

Alan Campion
campion133@btinternet.com
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A Reminder for All Group Convenors
It would be appreciated if Group Convenors were to write a
brief résumé of group activities and visits from time to time,
at least annually, for inclusion in the Newsletter.
These résumés would be of interest to all, and would be of
considerable help to new members when choosing which
Group to join.

Editor

Jazz at
Hackthorn
Sat 22 Sep
Mike Wold and his
band, plus female
vocalist
will entertain from 7.30pm to 10.30pm
With an eclectic mix of Traditional Jazz,
Songs from the Beatles, and favourites we grew up with.
We plan to keep costs down by asking all attending
to bring a plate of nibbles for their table.
Cost £6 per person.
A bar will be available.
Tickets on sale at the August General Meeting (2 nd August)
And at the September General Meeting, if not all previously sold!

Alan Campion
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TIMETABLE OF INTEREST GROUPS
Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

9.45am
5/6 mile walk

10am
Computers for
All

9.45am
5/6 mile walk

2pm
Poetry for
Pleasure

2pm
Art
Appreciation

10am
Art + Craft

1.30pm
Bridge

10am
General
Meeting in
Welton
Village Hall

10am
Family History

Week 4

2pm
Play
Reading
2pm
Enjoying
Classical
Music

10am
Circle
Dancing
2pm
Book Group 2
Bookworms
1.30pm
Bridge

2pm
Book Group 1

2pm
Gardening

1.30pm
Bridge

1.30pm
Bridge

2.30pm
Music for Us

2pm
Discussion
Group
10am
Photography

10am
Architecture
10.15am
Coffee Morning

2pm
Aspects of
History

Fri
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2pm
Singing for Fun

Some U3A Activities

Architectural Group visit to Newark Town Hall in April

U3A Members at Burton Agnes
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