U3A Members outside the ‘Moot’ at Holton Le Moor

(Photo A. Campion)

Photo Group Visit Skegness
(Photos: A Turner and J Smith)

Wish I had
the flake!
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Lindsey U3A Website
http://community.lincolnshire.gov.uk/LindseyU3A/
Webmaster: Henry Jones
Email: handb@handb.me.uk
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Rotas
Door Rota
Jan
Feb
Mar

Marion and Michael Cave
Eleanor and Alex Walker
2 volunteers needed

Tea and Coffee Rota
Jan

Elizabeth Walker and 3 volunteers needed

Feb Barbara Ryland, Vera Barwick and 2 volunteers needed
Mar 4 volunteers needed

Rotas
This is a gentle reminder about the purple folder on the
registration table. Please volunteer once a year for kitchen
duties.
It can be good fun and ensures that we provide tea and
coffee each month.
Pamela Huggett
Chairman
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Pam Huggett
Chairman

Message from your Chairman
I would like to wish you all a healthy, happy 2014 and an
enjoyable year of U3A meetings and groups

Pamela Huggett
Chairman
Note from the Editor
I too would like to wish you a very Happy New Year and remind
you that the Newsletter is published 4 times a year, in January,
April, July and October. The deadline for the April 2014
publication is Saturday 8 th March. Contact details for the
Newsletter are:
Email:

lindseyu3a@gmail.com

Thanks to all those who sent in contributions and also to the
Editorial Team: Sub-Editor: Dawn Bowskill, Member: Anne
Driver.

Peter Abela
Editor
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General Monthly Meetings

Thurs 2 January at 10:30
Annie Binks “Knights Templar”
The Poor Fellow-Soldiers of Christ and of the Temple of
Solomon (Latin: Pauperes commilitones Christi Templique
Salomonici), commonly known as the Knights Templar, the
Order of the Temple (French: Ordre du Temple or Templiers)
or simply as Templars, were among the most wealthy and
powerful of the Western Christian military orders and were
among the most prominent actors of the Christian finance.
The organization existed for nearly two centuries during the
Middle Ages.
Vote of thanks: Bob Wise

Thurs 6 February at 10:30
Ruth O’Melia “St Barnabas Hospice”
Lincolnshire's leading independent hospice, committed to
providing the highest quality palliative and end of life care
and support for patients and their families living with a life
limiting illness in Lincolnshire.
Vote of thanks: Ruby Crofts

Thurs 6 March at 10:30
Lesley Clarke “Early Musical Instruments”
This will be a ‘Talk and Play’ session and Lesley is bringing
some of her early instruments to demonstrate.
Vote of thanks: Jo Smith
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“FOREVER YOUNG” HAROLD TENNYSON
THE POET’S GRANDSON
(October General Meeting)
An interesting talk was given at the
October meeting by Rosalind Boyce, a
member of the Tennyson Society and
researcher at the Tennyson research
centre in Lincoln. She has an interest
in Harold Tennyson the grandson of
Alfred Lord Tennyson and using
copious letters held within the
Research Centre’s archive she has
produced an account of his all too brief
life.
Harold was the son of Hallam, Baron Tennyson and Audrey
Boyle and one of three sons. He was born in 1896 in the family
home in the Isle of Wight where he had an idyllic childhood. He
is reported to have been a wild, bright child, gifted musically. At
the age of 13 his career path commenced as he was sent to
Osbourne Military College for 4 years and 8 months of naval
training along with Prince Albert who was training there at the
same time. From there the pair went to Dartmouth College
where Harold was regularly top of his class, the Prince was less
suited to the life.
1913 saw Harold on the training crew of HMS Cumberland
visiting the West Indies and Canada. During this period he lived
as an able seaman and kept a journal of life on board which can
be found now in the Tennyson research centre. It contains
detailed daily entries and shows Harold regularly playing in the
ship’s band. His first posting was on HMS Queen Mary in which
he toured extensively including to Russia where he met the
Russian royal family. Again this period is well documented, the
diaries giving an excellent insight into shipboard life.
7

With war imminent he wrote home positively about the
forthcoming action and fighting which was the ethos at the time.
War service commenced in 1914. He was involved in the Battle
of Heligoland tracking down submarines. His accounts show
how he loved the life. In1915 on HMS Viking he became a
navigator as part of the Dover patrol. However in January 2016
the ship was blown up in the channel, killing 4 officers and 5
men. Harold was less than 20 years old.
Harold is buried in the family tomb in Freshwater on the Isle of
Wight. His brother Aubrey also died in the Great War but was
never found. His father Hallam, who died soon after, never really
recovered from these losses but did endow a prize in Harold’s
memory at Dartmouth College.
It was sobering yet again to hear a tale of the loss of a young life
in such circumstances.

Elizabeth Walker
Architecture Group

Architecture

Visit to Holton Le Moor
Thirteen members of the Architecture Group
met at Moot Hall, Holton le Moor where we
found Vanessa Gibbons, her daughter-in-law,
Rachel Gibbons and Greta White. These
ladies had gathered to give us background
on the ancestry of Holton Hall and the village
and also to provide refreshments.

Rachel is the present incumbent of Holton Hall, having
succeeded Vanessa, who first came to Holton with her husband
Phillip in the 1970s. Vanessa gave us a talk on her family
history, going back to the 16 th Century, and the problems the
family had with Holton Hall and the changes which had been
8

made through the years. It was a very informative and enjoyable
talk followed by refreshments and then Vanessa and Rachel took
us on a walk through the village and in the grounds of Holton
Hall.

Looking at a 21st century heating system at Holton Hall (Photo A. Campion)

Moot Hall was built in 1910 and was commissioned by Revd.
Thomas George Dixon, the village squire. The hall is timber
framed, stands on brick footings and is styled on the late
medieval period or the Tudor period. A slightly later addition, in
1914-1915, was the pargetting on the exterior of the hall. This
makes the hall unique in Lincolnshire. Designs include Britannia,
Dixon, the first caretaker, Jonathan Mill, local shepherd, Robert
Appleton, Nelson, Wellington, George V, St George, St Hugh and
9

Lincoln Cathedral. In 1973 the running of the hall was taken on
by a management committee, although the hall remains the
property of the Gibbons family. This was followed by an
extensive amount of refurbishment which still continues today.
From there we went next door to four Alms Houses which were
built just prior to the building of Moot Hall and they are still
occupied today.
Our next stop was St Luke’s infant and junior Church of England
School, closed in 2006. The main school building is now owned
by the Girl Guiding Association and the oldest building on the
site, built in 1858, lies mostly unused.
The Grade II listed Anglican church is dedicated to St Luke and
was re-built in 1854 in early English style, consisting of a
chancel, nave, north aisle and a bell turret with two bells. It was
again partly rebuilt in 1926. The earlier parts of the church are
ironstone, the doorway Norman style and the stoup 13 th century.
There are memorials to the Dixon family, painted wall decoration
in the south chapel and stained glass windows from 1893.
We were then met by Jonathan Gibbons, Rachel’s husband, who
went on to show us the 21st century heating system they were
using. After that we were introduced to Holton Hall and its
surrounding grounds and buildings and its history of building and
rebuilding. We continued our walk back to the village and were
shown their Dovecote, a listed building, and were given a potted
history of each of the buildings and their occupants of the village
before arriving back at Moot Hall where we said farewell to
Vanessa. Our final stop was the local pub for a spot of lunch
before our final journey home.

Jim Baker
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Chapels Visit November 2013
Fourteen members of the Architecture Group joined this visit to
three of the most interesting private chapels surrounding the
Cathedral. The first visit was to the ancient Chapel in the house
that is today known as The Deanery but which was for the last
600 years known as The Chancery and was lived in by every
Chancellor of the Cathedral until our present Dean requested the
privilege of having it as his official residence! The present
Chancellor now lives in the house that was home to the last two
Deans!

Visiting Private Chapels by the Cathedral

(Photo M Clark)

All this was explained to us by Dean Buckler and his wife who
are enthusiastic about the pleasures - and some disadvantages –
of living in a medieval house with absolutely no en suite facilities!
We first visited the back garden of the house and were able to
11

see the remnants of the original 14 th century house and the later
Tudor half-timbered Parlour Wing and our gaze was directed to
where the original Great Hall would have been. Then up the
back stairs into the lovely but very simple chapel which has been
renovated and redecorated since my last visit some 8 or 9 years
ago. Then it was drab and rather disappointing but now it has
been sympathetically renovated with creamy walls, the Victorian
parquet flooring newly cleaned and with a lovely altar frontal
made from remnants of material left by the film makers after the
filming of ‘Young Victoria’ in the Cathedral some years ago! The
Dean pointed out the 14 th century piscina, aumbry and ancient
wooden bench and also the two ‘squints’ (properly called
Hagioscopes) which allowed a straight view to the altar from the
adjacent bedroom which was probably the solar used by
Katherine Swynford during the years when she lived here as a
tenant of Dean and Chapter in the late 14 th century.
Then we walked over to the church of St Michael on the Mount in
the company of Sally Myers, the Assistant Diocesan Director of
Ordinands who arranged this part of the visit. This church was
made redundant in 1996 and was then used by the University
and later still returned to the Diocese and has this year been
opened as part of the Department of Theology. The alterations
to the church have been sympathetically carried out and as you
enter via a side door you find yourself in an office which is
actually a mezzanine floor above the level of the original church
and which now has a huge inner window looking directly towards
three brilliant stained glass windows between which are two
magnificently restored wooden angels! The sun was shining
through these windows for our visit and it really was an explosion
of colour! Another point of interest was a memorial to a
benefactor of the Bluecoats School just opposite on Christ’s’
Hospital Terrace which showed two Bluecoat boys, one pointing
to the memorial and one weeping into an enormous
handkerchief!
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Our last visit was to the
Chapel of St. Hugh
which is now part of the
newly
opened
Old
Palace Hotel. Here we
were welcomed by the
manager who gave us
information regarding the
establishment of the
chapel in 1888 when
Bishop Edward King built
his palace (now the
hotel) plus details of how
the chapel was formed
from the kitchen/scullery
end of the medieval
Great Hall of the Old
Bishop’s Palace which is
now in the care of
Architecture Group visit to
English Heritage. At this
three interesting private
point we were more than
chapels near the Cathedral
(Photo A. Campion)
grateful to the hotel that
provided coffee in the
Library, after which we visited the garden and were able to see
the parts of the Old Palace adjacent to the hotel and admire the
Vineyard below.
It really was a splendid morning, we visited parts unknown to
many of us beforehand, admired the way in which the medieval
buildings had been incorporated into modern living and work
spaces, talked to people who lived and worked in these
remarkable survivals and altogether combined architecture,
history and pleasure in one excellent morning!

Margaret Campion
13

Computers for All
As and from this month the group will meet
at the Welton Village Hall in the Welton
Room on the 2 nd Monday of the month.
Members can arrive any time after 2pm to
setup, make a drink, have a chat and swop
magazines. The meeting starts at 2.30pm
to 4.30pm. There is a cover charge of £2
Computer Users
each for the hire of the hall and
refreshments. This is a larger venue than our previous one
which will allow the group to grow and run practical workshops.
In our meetings we cover all aspects of computer technology
including desktop PC’s, laptops, tablets, smartphones, satnavs,
smart TV’s etc. across all operating system platforms using a
vast range of applications. The subjects for the meetings are
chosen by the members at a previous meeting so that they can if
possible research the subject for discussion and/or presentation
to members at the chosen meeting. This might be followed by a
problem corner session to hopefully resolve member’s problems.
Some meetings however will be workshop based so that
members can bring their kit and join in the activity, others will be
based on a presentation of an application for interactive
discussion. At all meetings the agenda will include a ‘news and
views’ session, advice on purchases, plus a magazine swap
corner.
If you would like to join our group please email me on mikehelen@sudbrooke.eclipse.co.uk or just come along to one of our
meetings. The schedule is on our website - just Google Lindsey
U3A. The group welcomes new members of all levels of interest
in technology who would like to further their knowledge and help
others to benefit from what they have learnt.

Mike Kirkby, Convenor
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Free Introduction to Computing
and Internet Courses
Do you want to shop online, trace your ancestors or find out
some information but not sure how to use a computer? Then
help is at hand.
West Lindsey residents are being invited to register for a number
of free “Introduction to Computing and the Internet” courses.
They are being run by Community Lincs on behalf of West
Lindsey District Council. Laptops and tablets will be available to
learn on. Just register your interest and we will do our best to
make your experience as easy and as much fun as we can.
It will mean that residents can take advantage of the new
broadband ‘hot-spots’ which are now available in remote parts of
West Lindsey, including Nettleham and Welton village halls. This
is thanks to the superfast broadband that West Lindsey District
Council has installed into more than 30 village halls, creating
speeds 40 times faster.
If you would like to register an interest in joining one of the
courses or would just like some more information, please contact
Community Lincs.

Mike Kirkby
Computer Group Convenor
Email Addresses
Email is the quickest, cheapest way of contacting members.
Please make sure that you give your latest email address on
your renewal form.

Sid Miller
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Gardening Programme
January 28
A talk by Pam Tatum who used to run Hall
Farm Nursery at Harpswell and regularly
opens her garden for Charity.
February 25
Harry Leach gives a talk ‘My experiences
as a SAGA Garden Holiday Guide’. He
Gardening
has been leading SAGA garden holidays
for many years covering most areas of England and also the
Caribbean and France. His big specialities are Devon, Cornwall
and Northumberland. He is a former lecturer in horticulture at
Riseholme College.
March 25
A talk by Lorna Bennett who is a regular speaker to the group
and is reliably good to listen to. She will be selling plants as
usual at this meeting.

Pat Harvey
Knitting Group
We have now had our 2 nd knitting group
meeting and I have really enjoyed it. We’ve
exchanged ideas and seen and admired
each other’s work and we already have
ourselves a project. We are going to knit
some poppies for the commemoration of
World War 1 next year. “Women’s Weekly”
are working with the British Legion on this
Knitting Group
project for the 100 year anniversary and the
plan is to knit one or two or however many we want then put
them together and send them off for the appeal.
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All in all they’ve been 2 very enjoyable, sociable mornings in
good company and doing something I love with the opportunity to
learn a little along the way as well!
It’s been a bit disappointing that so many of the people who had
put their names down didn’t turn up and I’ve heard that some
people think it’s too far to travel. We’re only a short distance
from the by-pass, probably about 15 minutes from Welton. If I
organise a venue more central for everyone who would like to
come it would mean that we would incur extra costs and I would
probably have to ask for £2 or more to cover the hire of a hall.
Please let me know what you think, if you want to ring me that
would be fine

Barbara Jones
The Photo Group
The photography group had a great day out at
Skegness in September; there are photos on
page 2.
Photograph

We also went to Belton Housel in August, photo
below.
Jim Smith

Belton House (Photo J Smith)
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Theatre Group

Theatre

'Dreamboats and Petticoats'
On a wet Wednesday at the beginning of
October over 40 pensioners boarded the
coach and headed for Chesterfield to see
'Dreamboats and Petticoats' at the Winding
Wheel theatre. When we boarded the coach
for our return journey, we were no longer
pensioners but born-again teenagers!

The Show was a wonderful journey of pure nostalgia from start to
finish. We tapped our feet, clapped our hands and sang along to hit
records from our youth, starting with Chris Montez, 'Do You Want to
Dance?' (Sorry, I couldn't bring myself to write 'Wanna'!) and then on
to The Big '0', Del Shannon, Marty Wilde, Helen Shapiro, Dion and
the Belmonts, The Everly Brothers, Johnny Tillotson, Neil Sedaka,
Brenda Lee and Johnny Kidd and the Pirates, to name but a few. I
remember that Johnny Kidd and the Pirates' 'Shakin' All Over' was
the first record I ever bought. And I still have it. I also remember
that Roy Orbison's 'Only the Lonely' was playing when I had my first
kiss and I remember thinking that it was horrid and I was never
going to do it again! The songs made me remember the smell of
dust in the church hall where I was, eventually, allowed to go to the
youth club but only after my father had telephoned the vicar and
insisted on escorting me to and from the venue and I remember
how we used to 'starch' our net petticoats in sugar water to make
them stiff which resulted in snags all over our stockings!
The young cast were such talented musicians, dancers and singers
and performed with such enthusiasm that it was a joy to watch
them. And their energy! Hard to believe that we all used to be
able to dance for hours on end - such lovely memories.
Thank you so very, very much Jo and Shirley for arranging another
wonderful theatre trip.

Lilian Baker
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2014 Membership Renewal
For those members who have not yet renewed their membership
for this year, your subscription must be received by the February
General meeting or it will be assumed that you no longer wish to
be a member of Lindsey U3A.
If you have mislaid your renewal form please ask the
Membership Secretary for one or download it from our web site.
Please complete the form with your cheque for £14 made
payable to “Lindsey U3A”. If you are unable to attend the
February meeting please post it to me, my address is on the
form.
If you would like to pay electronically via your bank using a
standing order or BACS please do not hesitate to contact me for
the details.

Mike Kirkby
Treasurer
Membership
The advertisements in the local press appear to be paying off as
there has been a clear upturn in membership over the last 3
months. The introduction of new groups should encourage new
members and some current members have brought in friends
and neighbours to join.
Our current membership is very healthy and we have come very
close to reaching the level of membership we had for 2012.
Hopefully if this trend continues we will reach our ceiling of 300
by the end of 2014.
Please ensure that you renew your own membership by midFebruary if you haven’t renewed already. A surprising trend has
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been that some new members have not given email addresses
and some current members have changed theirs without notifying
us. This has made it difficult to reach many members.
Should we have a repeat of the terrible winter of 2011 and any
meetings have to be cancelled, it would be much more effective if
we could reach members by email to notify them.
Please ensure that we have your latest email address. If you
have any doubts, drop an email to memlu3a@gmail.com and we
will be able to pick up your address from that.
Wishing all our members a Happy and prosperous New Year.

Sid Miller
Membership Secretary
Sid Does 10K!
On 14th July, Sid Miller, our
Membership Secretary, ran in the
Great Britain 10K London Run. He
completed the course through the
centre of London, despite it being the
hottest day of the year. He ran on
behalf of The Cure Parkinson’s Trust
and raised over £360. Sid thanks all
those members who sponsored him.
Background: The Cure Parkinson’s
Trust is a charity dedicated to finding a
cure for Parkinson’s disease. Almost
everyone in the U3A will know
someone, or know of someone, who
has this terrible affliction.
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Lindsey U3A Holiday 2014
Departs Friday 11 July 2014 – 5 days
Guideline itinerary:
Day 1 Commence outward journey and travel to
Kent, stopping at the Roman town of St Albans en
route
Day 2 Travel to Brighton to visit the Pavilion
(English Heritage) and then the town of Lewes,
where we visit the castle and the former home of
Anne of Cleves (admission included)
Day 3 Visit Chatham Historic Dockyard (admission included) and
Charles Dickens’ Rochester
Day 4 Leisurely excursion to the Sheffield Park Gardens and
enjoy a ride on the Bluebell Railway (included)
Day 5 Return home via the lovely university city of Cambridge
Accommodation at
The Best Western Rose and Crown Hotel, Tonbridge
Price from £389 per person
(Maximum 10 singles at no supplement)
Price quoted based on a minimum group size of 30 paying
passengers. Booking conditions apply. Deposit £60 per person,
payable to Golden Compass Ltd Trust A/C by 31 January 2014.
Balance payable by 31 May 2014. Insurance £19 per person (no
upper age limit)
For Further Details:
Contact Elizabeth Walker
or Pamela Edwards at Golden Compass
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A Reminder for All Group Convenors
It would be appreciated if Group Convenors were to write a
brief résumé of group activities and visits from time to time, at
least annually, for inclusion in the Newsletter.
These résumés would be of interest to all, and would be of
considerable help to new members when making a choice of
which Group to join.

Editor
Games Group Next Meeting.
At Stonecliffe Park Club House. 2-4pm
on January 23rd.(4th Thursday of the month.)
Come along to learn a new game
or play an old favourite and have a fun afternoon
with a cuppa and biscuit. Convenor Robin Gulliver.

Aspects of History Group meets on the second Thursday of the
month to learn about specific history topics (Photo A. Turner)
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LINDSEY U3A COMMITTEE MEMBERS & DUTIES
Chairman

Pamela Huggett
pamelahuggett@btinternet.com

Vice Chair/Speaker
Finder
Secretary

Michael Moody
mike.t.moody@waitrose.com
Elizabeth Walker
pmw@avoncroft.freeserve.co.uk

Treasurer

Mike Kirkby
mike-helen@sudbrooke.eclipse.co.uk

Groups Organiser

Shirley Droy
shirleydroy@sky.com

Newsletter

Peter Abela
lindseyu3a@gmail.com

Membership

Sid Miller
sid@sidspace.com

Vote of Thanks

Jo Smith
joansmith10@aol.com

Welfare

Margaret Campion
margaret.campion@btinternet.com

Welfare
Margaret Campion is the Welfare Member. If you know of
anyone sick or someone who has been absent for a while and
unwell, or if you think a card from the Committee would be
welcome, then let Margaret know and she will send a suitable
message.
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Group Convenors and Contact Details
Architecture

Margaret Campion
margaret.campion@btinternet.com

Armchair Travel

Val Wright
val.wright31@btopenworld.com

Art Appreciation

Margaret Campion
margaret.campion@btinternet.com

Aspects of
History
Bird Watching

Bob Wise
thewises@hotmail.co.uk
Robin Gulliver
robin.g@talktalk.net

Book Group 1

David Jones
stanthaket2@yahoo.co.uk

Book Group 2

Dawn Bowskill
colinrb_41@yahoo.co.uk

Book Group 3

Jerry Buttery
js.buttery@ntlworld.com

Bridge

Nadine McKee
lenandnadine@tiscali.co.uk

Circle Dancing
Coffee Morning

Cynthia Watson
Pamela Huggett
pamelahuggett@btinternet.com

Computers for All

Mike Kirkby
mike-helen@sudbrooke.eclipse.co.uk

Discussion

Michael Whalley
m.whalley1@ntlworld.com
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Family History

Elizabeth Walker
pmw@avoncroft.freeserve.co.uk

Gardening
See page 16
Knitting

Barbara Jones
handb@handb.me.uk

Music to Enjoy

Effie Mansfield
effiemansfield@ntlworld.com

Music For Us

Hugh Taylor
hughandursie@hotmail.co.uk

Photography

Jim Smith
jimdnsmith@hotmail.co.uk

Play Reading

Margaret Howard
howardoldhall@tiscali.co.uk

Poetry Group

Marion Plenderleith
wee.scotty@uwclub.net

Singing For Fun

Michael Moody
mike.t.moody@waitrose.com
Jo Smith

Theatre Group

joansmith10@aol.com
Shirley Droy
shirleydroy@sky.com

Visits Group

Walks: 5-6 Miles

Alan Campion
campion133@btinternet.com
Joy Babington &
Alan Campion
joy@babington.me.uk
campion133@btinternet.com
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TIMETABLE OF INTEREST GROUPS
Mon

Tue

Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

9.45am
5/6 mile walk

10am
Computers for
All

9.45am
5/6 mile walk

2pm
Poetry for
Pleasure

2pm
Art
Appreciation

10am
Book Group 3

10am
Knitting

10am
Family History

Week 4

2pm
Play
Reading
2pm
Music
to Enjoy

10am
Circle
Dancing

2pm
Armchair Travel

Wed

Thu

1.30pm
Bridge

10am
General
Meeting in
Welton
Village Hall

2pm
Book Group 2
(Bookworms)
1.30pm
Bridge

2pm
Book Group 1
All day
Bird watching
1.30pm
Bridge

1.30pm
Bridge

2.30pm
Music for Us

2pm
Discussion
Group
10am
Photography

10am
Architecture
10.15am
Coffee Morning

2pm
Aspects of
History

Fri
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2pm
Gardening

2pm
Singing for Fun

Lindsey U3A Members at Royal Air Force Digby visiting
the 1937 restored Fighter Command Operations Room
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Some U3A
Activities

Walking at Kirkstead Abbey (Photo A. Campion)
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Visit to Uphill Churches

(Photo A. Campion)

