U3A members visited Trentham Gardens
Read about it on page 14

The Photo Group visited Woodside Wildlife Park near Langworth
and photographed some unusual animals (Photo J Smith)

U3A visit to Moorcroft Pottery
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Lindsey U3A Website
http://community.lincolnshire.gov.uk/LindseyU3A/
Webmaster: Henry Jones
Email: handb@handb.me.uk
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Rotas
Door Rota
Jul

Nigel and Linda Aylmer

Tea and Coffee Rota
Jul

M Clark, R Croft and Yvonne Gray

Aug Elspeth Young and Janet Crees

Rotas
This is a gentle reminder about the purple folder on the
registration table. Please volunteer once a year for kitchen
duties.
It can be good fun and ensures that we provide tea and
coffee each month.

Pamela Huggett
Chairman
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Pam Huggett
Chairman

Note from the Editor
The Newsletter is published 4 times a year, in January, April, July
and October. The deadline for the October publication is
Saturday 6th September. Contact details for the Newsletter are:
Email:

lindseyu3a@gmail.com

Thanks to all those who sent in contributions and also to the
Editorial Team: Sub-Editor: Dawn Bowskill, Member: Len Verrall.

Peter Abela,
Editor
Membership
The membership for this year has reached over 290 which is
excellent news. There has been another tranche of new
members this quarter and more enquiries. Please continue to
encourage your relatives, friends and neighbours to join.
Are your details up to date? If you move then please let us know.
Similarly if you have a new email address or phone number. Do
we have your mobile number? We have introduced a system to
text you a reminder for general meetings, and to inform you when
there is a change. We can only do that if we have your up to
date mobile number.
Please email it to memlu3a@gmail.com or text it to
07715348835, but please be sure to include your name in the
text. Details of.membership are treated with respect and we do
not give details out to other groups or organisations.

Sid Miller, Membership Secretary
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General Monthly Meetings

Thursday 3 July at 10.30am
Brian Beardsall “Lincoln Samaritans”
The Samaritans were founded in 1953 by the Reverend Chad
Varah and now support people in distress, around the clock,
through 201 branches across the UK and Republic of Ireland.
Vote of Thanks: Rita Dobbs

Thursday 7 August at 10.30am
Peter Fellars “Skegness Lifeboats”
The RNLI is the charity that saves lives at sea, having saved
more than 140,000 lives since its foundation in 1824 as the
National Institution for the Preservation of Life from
Shipwreck.
Vote of Thanks: Mike Moody

Thursday 4 September at 10.30am
Gerry Burrows “Clarice Cliff”
Clarice Cliff was the most prolific and possibly most important
Art Deco ceramics designer, who started working in the
pottery industry at the age of 13 as a gilder.
Vote of Thanks: Pat Burdeau
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Art Appreciation

Art Appreciation

This month Leah Goldberg, a local artist, came
to talk to the group and show examples of her
work. Leah used to be found in a little shop on
Steep Hill; just below the ‘Rest’ called “Omni
puss” and many of the group remembered her
– especially her large black cat that used to sit
majestically on the steps outside the little shop!

Today Leah does not have the shop and concentrates on mainly
water colour paintings, often on commission and exhibits
frequently both locally and around the country – she has two
important exhibitions later this year in Teddington and Windsor
Race Course.
Her story is interesting – she left school early and started a
course at Grimsby School of Art where her talent was
encouraged and she was able to work as a graphic artist but
later, when made unexpectedly redundant, had the courage to
put her savings into a kiln and start making pots in a rented
garage space. These pots were very simple but she started
decorating them with cats and they became very popular at Cat
Shows (there is, apparently, at least one a week somewhere in
the country) and this in time led her to risk renting the shop on
Steep Hill which we remembered as Omni puss!
The pottery remained popular and she had a terrific boost to both
morale and sales when in 2000 the Maundy Money was
distributed at Lincoln Cathedral – no she is not old enough to
receive the money - but apparently wherever the Money is
distributed, the members of the Royal Household involved in
organising the event are given a present by HM which is always
something made locally. In the case of Lincoln, Leah’s Cat Pots
were chosen to represent the city!
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This led to other commissions, some to the Royal Household but
others around the country but eventually after 18 years she
decided to give up the hard physical work of potting and
concentrate on painting, at first in acrylic, then in oils and latterly
she has concentrated on watercolours. Cats are her greatest
love, but any animal or bird – hens, crows, dogs, fishes, sheep,
cows all appear in her work which is lively, colourful and
entertaining.
It was a thoroughly enjoyable afternoon and I think we would all
recommend a visit to her stall at the monthly Artist’s Market in
Castle Square on the first Saturday of each month.

Margaret Campion.

Gardening

Gardening

The meetings in the Village Hall were all
well attended and the talks were very
good. The Garden Visits started at the
end of May with a trip to Wellingore.
Despite the rain 24 people were there and
everyone seemed to enjoy the garden and
the coffee/tea and cake.
There is a
program for the rest of the visits this
summer and the October talk is already

arranged.
We need to start thinking about next year’s programme. If you
have any ideas or better still can arrange a talk or visit please let
us know.

Henry and Barbara Jones
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Gardening Group Programme
22 July
A visit to The Moat, Newton, nr Grantham, NH34 0ED. Cost is
£5.50 including tea/coffee & cakes.
26 August
A visit to Gunby Hall, a National Trust property near Spilsby,
PE23 5SS. For non-NT members the charge is £4 for the garden
£6 if you want to see the House too.
23 September
A visit to Pam Tatum’s garden at Hall Farm Harpswell, DN21 5U.
Cost is £2.50 per person. There is also a St Barnabas Hospice
tin for tea and coffee.

Pat Harvey
No Shows

You did not turn up

I have just come back from an interesting
morning with one of our U3A study groups. I
was not the organiser, but was aware that the
organiser for the day was very disappointed
that far fewer people showed up on the day
than had signed up for the event.

The organiser had obviously spent a great deal of time
researching her subject and preparing her material, and those of
us who were present, benefitted from all her efforts, and
thoroughly enjoyed the day out. I gathered, however, that only
about one third of the expected people were able to attend on the
day, and it was difficult for her to conceal her disappointment at
such a poor turnout.
We are all getting older, and are obviously affected by medical
problems which can result in us having to drop out on the day
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when we feel unwell. There are also many other valid reasons
why we are unable to attend events we have signed up for, but I
would like to make an appeal on behalf of all group convenors for
our members to make every possible effort to meet their
commitments.
As a convenor myself I have come across many problems of
organising events which are possibly unknown to those who do
not organise themselves. Some visits, especially those where a
guide in involved, specify minimum and maximum numbers.
Some charge fees which are predetermined by the number
specified at the time the arrangement was made. On some
occasions two or more guides are provided when one would
suffice because of a poor turnout.
Our whole U3A ethos is about members pulling together, some
arrange, while others merely participate. Please think of the
feelings of the organiser, and make every possible effort to
attend. In the event of having to drop out please make contact
with the organiser, offer apologies, and express the hope that
one’s absence will not affect the success of the event.

An anonymous convenor

Picnic with other U3As in the Lincoln Area
To Be Held at
“The Venue”
Grantham Road,
Navenby, LN5 0JJ
SUNDAY 20th JULY
1pm to-5pm
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Websites to Visit
The National U3A Website

Web Address: http://www.u3a.org.uk/

The Lindsey U3A Website

Web Address: http://community.lincolnshire.gov.uk/LindseyU3A/

Learn about Websites - Join the Computer Group
Meets on the second Monday at 2pm in Welton Village Hall
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Knitting
The meetings at the Village Hall are going really
well and so have our projects. We posted more
than 20 knitted poppies off for the centenary
event next year and had a very kind letter back
from the promoters and have also knitted more
than 20 pocket teddies for the Lincolnshire police
Knitting
appeal who sent us a lovely thank you letter.
Group
Apparently they originally wanted about 500 teddies for the next
12 months and have received in excess of 5,200 so the knitters
of Lincolnshire have been busy!

We meet in the Welton room on the 2 nd Tuesday of the month at
10am and we have a thoroughly enjoyable time with lots of good
conversation and tea/coffee with biscuits. Please feel free to
come and join us, you will be most welcome.

Barbara Jones
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Photo Group
At present the plans for July to October
for the Photography Group are as
follows:
July 24
Cleethorpes

Photograph

August 28
Lincoln Castle
September 25
Yorkshire Wildlife Park and Bawtry
October 23
Hubbards Hill and Louth
However, this is tentative and weather dependent, so prospective
attendees must get in touch with me to confirm.

Jim Smith
Theatre Group
Northern Ballet
“Great Gatsby”
Theatre

Theatre Royal Nottingham
October 4th 2014
2.30pm Matinee performance
£39.50 all inclusive
Pick up Welton 10.30am
Pick up Waitrose car park 10.45am
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Theatre

Visits Group

Visits Group

Moorcroft Pottery and Trentham Gardens
21st March 8am. Spring is officially here. I
boarded the coach taking 40 U3A members
on the 90 (ish) mile journey to Stoke on Trent.
This is my first “visit”. I became a member of
U3A last month.

The weather was bright and sunny as we headed for the
Moorcroft Pottery Visitor Centre. We’d been warned that rain is
forecast around the expected arrival time at our next destination
– Trentham Gardens! However, we passengers have age and a
wealth of experience on our side. Consequently, we set out
suitably equipped to deal with our unpredictable British climate.
Moorcroft Pottery is still made
Burslem, built in 1913. A guided
party was split into 2 groups.
knowledgeable and friendly, in
about Moorcroft.

in the picturesque factory at
tour had been booked and our
The guides were extremely
addition to being passionate

Every item is hand-made, to order, for collectors worldwide. We
were guided through each of the unique processes. We started
with the mould-makers and casters and the hand turners who
use the potter’s lathe to perfect the shape. Each pot is then
stamped on the base with Moorcroft’s special markings and
carefully checked for any imperfections, before the design
workers take over.
Moorcroft has its own Design Studio with world-class designers,
who follow the example of their predecessors, whilst ensuring
that design keeps moving forward with the times to maintain its
tradition of excellence.
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The designs are traced onto the pots and then a skilled
technique known as tube-lining is applied. Tube-lining is a
process not unlike icing a cake. Liquid clay is used to form the
raised design lines on the delicate unfired pot. These raised
lines are in-filled with metallic oxide colour powders suspended in
water, gently washed over the other by highly-trained painters.
Not easy to explain, but intriguing to watch!
It was pointed out to us that the tubeliners and painters acquire their skills over
several years training. We were amazed
that they could carry out their delicate,
intricate work with such precision, whilst
surrounded by fascinated senior citizens.
They displayed self-confidence – together
with extremely steady hands!
We were then taken to the kiln area and
introduced to the firing, glazing and
second firing processes – the remaining
stages in producing the exquisite
vibrantly-coloured Moorcroft pottery.

Moorcroft Pottery

Having seen all the work and level of skill and time involved in
the production of each beautiful piece, one can appreciate why
they command such high prices.
The tour over, we were left to browse (with utmost care!!) among
the wide selection of exclusive ranges and visit the museum
section. Some of our members made purchases of pottery. I
settled for 3 beautiful birthday cards showing the unique
Moorcroft designs. (Unfortunately, our busy schedule didn’t allow
time to visit the “seconds” shop, which was a little way from the
main building.)
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I was impressed by the pleasant atmosphere within the factory
and the cheerfulness of the staff. I felt they enjoyed and took
great pride in their work for such a prestigious Company and their
Staffordshire heritage.
After quite a long period on our feet, we were able to relax during
the short coach journey to Trentham. Fingers crossed – no rain
yet!!
The Trentham Estate, comprising 725 acres, attracts in the
region of 3 million visitors a year, due to its wide appeal of
diverse activities. There is something for all ages. Ours was a
“taster” visit, to last no more than 3 hours, so after receiving our
meeting-up orders, we drifted off into smaller groups with the
same idea. Where shall we have lunch??? There was a wide
choice of cafes and tea rooms and I believe everyone found
suitable refreshment.
Having eaten, it
was
time
to
explore
the
gardens
or
indulge in a spot
of retail therapy
at
Trentham
Shopping Village.
The
Trentham
Gardens
were
magnificent,
in
spite of the time
Shopping Therapy at Trentham Gardens
of year.
The
daffodils had just about reached perfection. Purple and white
crocuses, planted in the shape of birds in flight, were both
beautiful and amusing. Fairy rings of cyclamen circled some
large trees. The reconstructed show gardens from RHS Chelsea
and Tatton Flower Shows were a delight.
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My companions and I mounted the viewing platform situated in
front of the remains of Trentham House. This gave the best view
of the Italian Garden in all its splendour and the lake and woods
beyond. Famous garden designers, including Capability Brown
have been involved in the creation of the impressive gardens.
Some members of the party headed for the woodland walks,
others strolled around the lake area. The Shopping Village was
an attraction within easy reach for those choosing a less
strenuous afternoon. With a range of independent retailers, big
brand names and enticing eateries, the timber lodge units are
situated along a wide and pleasant mall, which ends with a huge
well-stocked garden centre.
We may have had ideas of a possible return visit as we
wandered wearily towards the coach for the homeward journey.
As for the weather – just a few light showers, bracing at times,
but mainly sunny. Weren’t we lucky?
After the essential schoolmaster-type head count by Alan, we
were pronounced all present and correct and were on our way.
The atmosphere in the coach was subdued as we reflected on
the day’s events, chatted quietly, read or even “rested our eyes”!
Delays caused by the extensive road works between the M1 and
Nottingham added to our journey time, but didn’t spoil our
enjoyment of the day. However, the announcement from Alan
that our beloved cathedral was in sight came as very welcome
news.
As we said our goodbyes and parted company I felt my first U3A
outing had been a successful, informative and memorable day,
spent with friendly and interesting people. This is just how I
hoped U3A would be. Many thanks to our organisers, Alan and
Shirley, for their expert planning and for looking after us
throughout the day.

Jenny Porter
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Visits Group Programme
Wednesday 17 September
Coach trip to Cambridge or Duxford Air Museum. The coach will
drop off some passengers at Cambridge and then proceed to
Duxford. Cost £15.00 per person for Cambridge option, £27 per
person for Duxford option. Signing up forms available from June.
Just book the date.
Thursday 30 October
Book the date. Another Jazz in the morning session. Details
later.

Games Group
The Games Group does not meet during the
summer months. The next meeting will take
place in October.

Extract from Lindsey U3a Group Convenors Guide
Small Group Meetings in houses
A small payment of 30p is made by each
attendee to the host at every meeting to cover
tea/coffee and biscuits. The payment will be
handled as petty cash by the Group Leader.
30p please
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2015 U3A DIARY
The diary has a grey
cover and all the usual
features, including a
notes page, a page
marker and perforated
page corners.

Place your order now for collection at the November General
Meeting, with last orders at the October General Meeting

Complete the form and submit with your cheque to Elizabeth
Walker at the Treasurer’s table

2015 Diary Order
Your Name
Today’s Date

Number of diaries at
£2 each
Cheque attached for

£
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Now Your Newsletter
can be sent
Directly to You

Do you want to receive a copy of
your newsletter by post?
Then send a stamped addressed envelope
to the Editor and the Newsletter will be
posted to you as soon as it is printed.
The envelope should be size A5 (9 x 6
inches) with the stamp value of 73p.

Do you want to receive a copy of
your newsletter by email?
Then make sure that the Membership
Secretary (Sid Miller) has your email
address.

Printed copies of the Newsletter can still be
collected at normal monthly meetings
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LINDSEY U3A COMMITTEE MEMBERS & DUTIES
Chairman

Pamela Huggett
pamelahuggett@btinternet.com

Vice Chair/Speaker
Finder
Secretary

Michael Moody
mike.t.moody@waitrose.com
Elizabeth Walker
pmw@avoncroft.freeserve.co.uk

Treasurer

Mike Kirkby
mike-helen@sudbrooke.eclipse.co.uk

Groups Organiser

Shirley Droy
shirleydroy14@gmail.com

Newsletter

Peter Abela
lindseyu3a@gmail.com

Membership
Vote of Thanks

Sid Miller

sid.milleru3a@sidspace.com
Jo Smith
joansmith10@aol.com

Committee Member

Eleanor Walker
at_walker@hotmail.com

Welfare
Margaret Campion is the Welfare Member. If you know of
anyone sick or someone who has been absent for a while and
unwell, or if you think a card from the Committee would be
welcome, then let Margaret know and she will send a suitable
message. Her contact is:
Email: margaret.campion@btinternet.com
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Groups Meetings
Week One of the Month
Monday
9.45am

Walks

Joy Babington
joy@babington.me.uk

Walks of about 4 to 5 miles
2pm

Poetry Group

Marion Plenderleith
wee.scotty@uwclub.net

Book Group 3

Jerry Buttery
js.buttery@ntlworld.com

Tuesday
10am

Held in members’ homes
Wednesday
1.30pm

Nadine McKee
lenandnadine@tiscali.co.uk
Chicago Bridge for experienced players
Bridge

Thursday
10am

General Meeting in Welton Village Hall

Welton Village Hall is at 51 Ryland Road, Welton, Lincolnshire LN2 3LU
Friday

There is nothing planned on this day
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Week Two of the Month
Monday
2pm

Computers for Mike Kirkby
All
mike-helen@sudbrooke.eclipse.co.uk
Meetings at Welton Room. Welton Village Hall
2pm

Art Appreciation

Margaret Campion
margaret.campion@btinternet.com

Meetings held at Margaret’s home
Tuesday
10am

Barbara Jones
handb@handb.me.uk
Meeting at Welton Room. Welton Village Hall
2pm

Knitting

Val Wright
val.wright31@btopenworld.com
Meeting held at Church Hall, Cherry Willingham
2pm
Dawn Bowskill
Book Group 2
colinrb_41@yahoo.co.uk
Meetings held at members’ homes
Armchair Travel

Wednesday
1.30pm

Nadine McKee
lenandnadine@tiscali.co.uk
Chicago Bridge for experienced players
Bridge

Thursday
2pm

Aspects of
Bob Wise
History
thewises@hotmail.co.uk
Meeting held in the Welton Methodist Hall
Friday
Saturday

There is nothing planned on this day

Luncheon
Shirley Droy
Club
shirleydroy14@gmail.com
Venue announced at the Monthly meeting
1pm
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Week Three of the Month
Monday
9.45am

10am

Walks

Family History

Joy Babington
joy@babington.me.uk
Elizabeth Walker
pmw@avoncroft.freeserve.co.uk

Tuesday
10am

Circle Dancing

Cynthia Watson

Meeting held at Methodist Church Hall, Nettleham
2pm
Marjorie Whaler
Book Group 1

Wednesday
1.30pm

Nadine McKee
lenandnadine@tiscali.co.uk
Chicago Bridge for experienced players
2.30pm
Hugh Taylor
Music For Us
hughandursie@hotmail.co.uk
All Day

Bridge

Bird Watching

Robin Gulliver
robin.g@talktalk.net

Thursday
10am

Architecture

Margaret Campion
margaret.campion@btinternet.com
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10.15am

Pamela Huggett
pamelahuggett@btinternet.com
At Scothern Garden Centre coffee shop
2pm
Michael Moody
07956 658080
Singing For Fun
mike.t.moody@waitrose.com
Meeting held at Mike's home
Coffee Morning

Friday

There is nothing planned on this day

Week Four of the Month
Monday
2pm

Margaret Howard
howardoldhall@tiscali.co.uk
Meeting held at Margaret’s home in Sturton
2pm
Joy Goodale
Music to Enjoy
Play Reading

Tuesday
2pm

Gardening

Henry Jones
handb@handb.me.uk
Welton Village Hall in Winter; Garden Visits in Summer
Wednesday
1.30pm

Nadine McKee
lenandnadine@tiscali.co.uk
Chicago Bridge for experienced players
2pm
Michael Whalley
Discussion
m.whalley1@ntlworld.com
Meeting held in members’ homes, discussion of current affairs
Bridge
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Thursday
10am

Jim Smith
jimdnsmith@hotmail.co.uk
Meeting at Welton Methodist Hall in winter and various locations in summer
2pm
Robin Gulliver
Games
robin.g@talktalk.net
Group does not meet in the Summer months, will restart again in October
Photography

Friday
2pm

Muriel Ball
allen.ball@talktalk.net
Meeting at Muriel Ball’s Home in Welton
Opera Group

Theatre Group
Jo Smith
01673 862944
joansmith10@aol.com

Shirley Droy
shirleydroy14@gmail.com

Theatre trips take place at regular intervals during the year
Visits Group

Visits take place at regular
intervals during the year

Alan Campion
campion133@btinternet.com

A Reminder for All Group Convenors
It would be appreciated if Group Convenors were to write a
brief résumé of group activities and visits from time to time, at
least annually, for inclusion in the Newsletter.
These résumés would be of interest to all, and would be of
considerable help to new members when making a choice of
which Group to join.

Editor
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Group Meetings Summary Page
Week 1
Mon 9.45am
5/6 mile
walk

Tue

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

2pm
Computers for
All

9.45am
5/6 mile walk

2pm
Play Reading

10am
Family History

2pm
Music
to Enjoy

2pm
Poetry for
Pleasure

2pm
Art Appreciation

10am
Book
Group 3

10am
Knitting

10am
Circle Dancing

2pm
Armchair Travel

2pm
Book Group 1

2pm
Gardening

2pm
Book Group 2
(Bookworms)
1.30pm
Bridge

All day
Bird watching

1.30pm
Bridge

1.30pm
Bridge

2pm
Discussion
Group

Wed 1.30pm
Bridge

2.30pm
Music for Us

Thu

10am
General
Meeting in
Welton
Village
Hall

10am
Architecture
10.15am
Coffee Morning

2pm
Aspects of
History

2pm
Singing for Fun

Fri
Sat

10am
Photography

Luncheon Club
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2pm
Games
2pm
Opera Group

The Knitting Group in Welton Village Hall

.
Architecture Group on a village walk at Willingham by Stow

28

