Happy New Year
To all ou r Members

U3A Members Visiting the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight

Our Two Walking Groups

Some Members of the Short Walking Group at Monks Wood

Members of the 5-6 Walking Group, See report on Page 23
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Note from the Editor
I want to wish all our members a very Happy New Year and
welcome you to another edition of the Newsletter.
I have now been Editor for over 7 years and during 2015 the
Newsletter has had more than usual contributions and some
editions have reached 40 pages.
These articles and
photographs illustrate the wide range of activities on offer at
Lindsey U3A and also assist new members in deciding which
groups to join. Thanks therefore to all those members who sent
in contributions during the year and I also want to thank the
Editorial Team: Sub-Editor: Dawn Bowskill, Member: Len Verrall.
The Newsletter is published 4 times a year, in January, April, July
and October. The deadline for the April publication is Friday 4th
March. Contact details for the Newsletter are:
Email:

lindseyu3a@gmail.com

Peter Abela
Editor
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AGM
The Lindsey U3A Annual General Meeting will take place
on
Thursday 3rd March 2016 at 10.15am
Agenda
• Apologies for absence
• To receive and approve the minutes of the last AGM
• To receive and approve the Chairman’s report
• To receive and approve the examined accounts
• To appoint an examiner of the accounts for 2016
• Election of the committee 2016 to 2017
• Date and time of the annual general meeting 2017

Lindsey U3A Website
http://community.lincolnshire.gov.uk/LindseyU3A/
Webmaster: Henry Jones
Email: handb@handb.me.uk
Margaret Campion is the Welfare Member. If you know of
anyone sick or someone who has been absent for a while and
unwell, or if you think a card from the Committee would be
welcome, then let Margaret know and she will send a suitable
message.
Her
contact
details
are
email:
margaret.campion@btinternet.com
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FREE 24-HOUR LEGAL ADVICE
FOR U3A MEMBERS
Simply telephone FirstAssist 01455 251 500 and quote the
following details: Name: The Third Age Trust. Number: 70494
FirstAssist can advise U3A members on any legal issues, not
just U3A-related ones.
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General Meetings
Speakers for 2016
Date

Speaker

Topic

7 Jan

Nigel Burn

4 Feb

Geoff Stratford Global Warming & Climate Change

3 Mar

John
Robinson

7 Apr

John Leatt

12 May
2 Jun
7 Jul
4 Aug
1 Sep

Nancy
Appleyard
Frank Feest
Chris
Brightmore
Mike
Chatterton
Horace Liberty

History of Lincoln Castle

Adventure Talk: Ladakh
Interactive talk by Golding Young
Auctioneers
We Have Ways of Making You
Think
The National Trust and Coastline
The Mafia
Memorial Flight: Lancaster Bomber
John Betjeman

Lincoln then and now
(November General Meeting)
Horace Liberty brought along a set of photographs, some present
day, mostly about the turn of the 20th century, showing Lincoln
scenes with remarkable clarity. The gentle pace of life came
through very well with carts driving in the centre of a busy High
Street and the well-manicured gardens and arboretum
maintained by the generosity of the comfortably off citizens. The
sense of civic pride showed up very clearly.
Around the 1890s Lincoln was an industrial centre, names like
Clayton & Shuttleworth, Fosters and Robeys came up as we saw
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chimneys and a dirty cathedral, with the contrast of the modern
retail areas and our great building now spanking bright. The
layout of Monks Road, with its artisans on one side and the
foremen slightly uphill was well illustrated. The whole story was
related to the history that goes back to the Romans, Vikings and
Normans, the central role in the wool trade and the ancient pubs.
The first County Hospital was shown and the horse fair held in
the High Street showed the polished and glossed nags on sale,
the 1900s equivalent of second hand car sales.
This talk was a gently entertaining education to those of us who
are incomers and a reminder to those who might have forgotten.

Bob Wise
Architecture Group
The Group visited Saxon House at East Firsby
on Thursday, 20 August 2015. Saxon House at
East Firsby was built 26 years ago by Judith
and Steve Jones. Initially, a dewpond was dug
out and the earth used to build a long, earth
embankment. The JCB driver was asked to
level off some land and dig out an eighteen-inch
Architecture
ditch around it. A Neolithic girl’s left-handed
tool was found on the site, and Roman and Saxon habitations
have been found in nearby West Firsby. ‘Firs’ may have come
from Friesians who joined the Roman army. The owners decided
to build a representation of a seventh Century Saxon house. The
Saxons were present for four hundred years before the Danes
took over the area and were mainly farmers and artisans. The
Saxons, depending upon the materials available locally, built ten
different styles of houses and mud and post houses were built in
this area. The prevailing winds are south-westerly and so the
house was positioned on a west-east axis to enable smoke to
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exit the building easily. Six hundred indigenous trees were
planted on the four-acre site.
Sixteen major wooden posts were put in place, to a depth of
eighteen inches, and oak cross beam tenons were inserted into
mortice joints in the posts. Hazel wattle hurdles were woven into
panels between the posts and covered with a mixture of soil,
powdered lime, horse dung and sand. Forty-five cement mixer
loads were needed to cover the inside and outside of the
building. This mixture ‘breathes’ and is easy to repair. Lime
mixture was then painted on top, and the building is painted
regularly. Roof rafters sit on ‘cups’ on the beams. Bundles of
rushes from Turkey were used as native rushes are all
contaminated with nitrates, which rot the rushes, and Turkish
rushes are free of chemicals. The rushes were ‘tamped’ at the
ends, clamped in together, tied with hazel rods and stitched in
place inside the roof. The overhanging rushes prevent rainwater
from blowing onto the walls and should last for fifty years,
however, the ridge rushes are showing signs of early wear and
need to be replaced. The weight of everything pushes the
building down into the ground and stabilises it.
Steve, who said that their
designs and functions had
changed little over the years,
demonstrated different types of
axes with great enthusiasm to
us. Judith outlined life in Saxon
times for the female in an
artisan’s home for us. Much of
the information is conjectural, as
very little evidence remains,
Saxon House at East Firsby
however, barley would have
been grown for bread and beer,
and people lived on pulses, pigs, sheep and anything that could
be hunted and gathered. Lincolnshire was one of the most
8

populated areas as the soil was very fertile. Apart from cooking,
it is thought that women spent a lot of their time weaving with
wool and flax. Young girls used spindles to spin wool, hence
‘spinsters’.
Our thanks for a very interesting experience were given by Pat
Davis, who had organised the visit. Saxon House is only three
miles away from Welton village, but it transported us to a lost
world that presented us with many lessons in self-sufficiency
when ‘Adam toiled, and Eve span’, albeit with the odd slave or
two!

Jill Phillips
Erratum, or corrigendum (also known as a mistake)
I am still wincing from being very gently reminded that John of
Gaunt, not the non-existent Richard I had written about, married
Katherine Swynford, (in a recent article about the Architecture
Group's visit to Lincoln Cathedral). Oh, the perils of authorship!
Anon, aka Jill Phillips
Visit To St Anne’s Bede Houses, Lincoln
26 Members paid a visit to St Anne’s Bede Houses, Sewell Road,
Lincoln on 19th November 2015 where the Warden and some of
the residents made us very
welcome.
The bungalows were
built in 1848 and renovated in 1980.
They were designed by A.W.N.
Pugin (architect of the houses of
Parliament).
There are 13
bungalows each with its own private
entrance porch, lounge, kitchen,
bedroom with en-suite facilities, gas
central heating and small courtyard.
There is a community room, laundry facilities and pleasant wellmaintained gardens. Residents have regular get-togethers in the
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community room, such as lunches, celebrating birthdays and
various other gatherings. The alms-house charity originally
catered for single, communicant members of the Church of
England, born or living in Lincolnshire, and females only. New
residents are now accepted from 55 years of age and there is no
sex discrimination.
In 1853 the sum of £1,500 was borrowed to build a chapel and
regular Church of England services are still conducted there
today, although there is no requirement for the residents to be
communicant members.
Students from Lincoln University undertook a project to clean
many years of paint cover over some tiles, which covered the
walls and has given the chapel a new look.

Jim Baker
Art Appreciation

Art Appreciation

September Meeting: Life of the Bloomsbury
Group'
In September we were lucky enough to be
invited into the home of Felicia Richardson in
Branston. Located in a former alehouse we
found the walls packed with artwork that
reflected her unconventional childhood spent
among the Bloomsbury Group in the 1930s.

Felicia is the daughter of Dr Stanislas Osiakovski, a Russian
lawyer, who spoke twelve languages and wrote books in four of
them, and Joan Druce, who studied art at the Slade School of Art
and drama at RADA and who also became an author writing
afternoon plays for the radio.
In 1927 they opened a tiny art gallery opposite the British
Museum. Located in the heart of Bloomsbury they were at the
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heart of the artistic set that congregated there. During the next
twenty years the gallery flourished, together with the reputations
of the artists whose work they promoted in the gallery. When the
war started the paintings were put in store for safekeeping but
unfortunately they were all destroyed in a bombing raid.
Felicia's collection is her inherited share of the artwork that
survived in her parents home. It was an interesting mix of
paintings, drawings, sculptures and china. As she escorted us
round her home she spoke about the items themselves but also
delighted us with many fascinating stories from her childhood,
such as weekends spent at their country home in Kent, where
they visited her parents’ friend Vita Sackville-West at
Sissinghurst Castle.
It was a delightful afternoon, topped off with tea, coffee, wine and
cake and our thanks go to Felicia for her generous hospitality. I
know that the eight of us that were there enjoyed ourselves very
much indeed.

Prue Chadderton.
November Meeting: Thomas Girtin
Members met in November to discuss Thomas Girtin. This was a
continuation of our study of other artists [George Stubbs, JMW
Turner, LS Lowry and De Wint] whose work had hung in the
Usher Gallery as part of Lincolnshire’s Great Exhibition, which
had taken place in the summer. All these artists had painted
scenes in the County.
One member brought two framed pictures of Lincoln Cathedral
by Girtin but other members had very little knowledge, if any, of
him. However, a little research using the internet and the [still]
standard reference book “The Art of Thomas Girtin” by Girtin and
Loshak published in 1954, and borrowed from Lincoln Library,
revealed the story of an artist born in 1775 who died at the age of
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27 but who travelled extensively in England, Wales and Scotland,
and who produced over 100 pictures in this time.
Girtin’s early landscapes are in the 18th century topographical
style, but in his last years he evolved a bold, spacious and
Romantic style that greatly influenced English landscape
painting. He firmly established the watercolour [formerly used
mainly to colour engravings] by employing its transparent washes
to evoke a new sense of atmospheric space.
Girtin was born in the same year as Turner and indeed they knew
each other well. One anecdote cited testifying to Turner’s
reverence for Girtin is “If Tom had lived, I should have starved”.
It is tempting to speculate that had he lived longer, he would be
better known than Turner is today.

Elizabeth Wilson
Book Group 1
Although a small group, we do have lively
discussions of the books we have been
reading. Each member in turn chooses a
book to read and this results in a good
variety. So far this year we have read two
classics - Thackeray’s Vanity Fair and The
Book Group
Last Chronicle of Barset by Anthony Trollope,
both novels with insights into nineteenth
century English society. Two novels from the 1950’s were
chosen, Barbara Pym’s Excellent Women; a gently humorous
account of a single lady and her interaction with the people
around her and A Daughter of Time by Josephine Tey. Through
detective work by Inspector Grant we are given a different picture
of King Richard III from the usual portrayal by Shakespeare and
others. We have also read three more recent books. The
Tenderness of Wolves by Steph Penney is set in the far north of
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Canada, an adventure story that starts with the discovery of a
body. The Birth of Venus follows 14 year old Allessandra as she
lives through a chaotic period in fifteenth and sixteenth century
Florence and the four years when Savonarola influenced life in
the city. The Secret Rooms by Catherine Bailey is a gothic novel
centred on Belvoir Castle and the mystery she uncovered when
researching the archives of the Dukes of Rutland.
We would welcome new members to our group. Your choices
would add to the variety of books to read and the discussions
that follow. We meet on the third Tuesday in members’ homes at
2pm

Marjorie Whaler
Computers For All

Computer Users

This last year has seen a small increase in
membership and we now have a more
balanced membership of improvers and
experienced computer users, in a near
equal membership of ladies and gents and
two distinct groups using Apple or Windows
on their computers.

In order to make our meetings interesting to all members we are
making some changes to our meeting agenda in 2016. The first
half of our meetings will begin with a chosen subject that our
members wish to learn more about. This will be agreed up to 6
months before so that members can spend some time
researching.
The next six-month agenda: Jan 11
Microsoft Word – Much more than a word processor
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Feb 8
File Management – Very important you look after your files
Mar14
Music - Downloading and using music files
Apr 11
Microsoft Excel – Discover how you can make use of
spreadsheets
May 9
Windows 10 – Pros and cons. The latest on upgrading and
using
Jun 11
Skype – How to keep in touch for free
The second half will be dedicated to a round the table problem
corner session to hopefully resolve members’ problems, discuss
any concerns plus news and views.
The group meets at the Welton Village Hall in the Welton Room
on the second Monday of the month. Members arrive any time
after 2pm to setup, make a drink and have a chat. The meeting
starts at 2.15pm to 4.30pm.
If you would like to join our group please contact me or just come
along to one of our meetings, the schedule is on our website, just
“Google Lindsey U3A”.
The group welcomes new members of all levels of interest in
technology who would like to further their knowledge and
hopefully help others to benefit from what they have learnt.

Mike Kirkby
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Gardening Group Programme
All Meetings and Visits start at 2pm
except the Norfolk trip
Gardening

Jan 26
John Macefield with a talk on Sweet Peas.
Hopefully he will have some seeds for sale.

Feb 23
A visit to a Snowdrop garden at Knaith Hall
Mar 22
Janette Merillion with a talk “Plants for Difficult Places”
Apr 26
Sally Grant from the NGS talking about organisation and origins
of the NGS
May 24
Visit to Garden of Barbara Kamal, Harmston
Jun 28
The Plan is to have a coach trip to Norfolk. We will go to
Hoecroft Plants, Garden and Nursery in the morning then on to
Peter Beale’s Rose Garden and Nursery in the afternoon with a
stop for lunch at a convenient Pub/Hotel. We are still finalising
details but the likely cost will be £22 per person, which will
include Tea/Coffee morning and afternoon but not lunch. If
possible keep the date free, as we would like to fill the coach.
There is a list available for you to add your name if you think you
will want to go. We will be taking bookings with cash/cheques at
the January main meeting. The trip will be announced at the
main meeting in February if seats are still available. We need at
least 40 for the trip to be viable.
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Jul 26
Visit to Val Wright’s garden Cherry Willingham
Aug 23
Visit to Russ Hibbins garden at Ranby
Sep 27
Ian Warden talking about “Variegated Plants and Foliage” at
Village Hall
Oct 25 to be confirmed
Nov 22
Xmas lunch
Sheets will be available at main meetings so please add your
names so that we have an idea of numbers. You can of course
still come even if you don’t put your name down.

Barbara and Henry Jones
Summer Luncheon
The 2016 Summer Luncheon will be on Friday 15 July. Jennie
Storr is our speaker and her talk is entitled “...Another Thing ...”
and is on the lines of Grumpy Old Women/Men.

Elizabeth Walker
Theatre Group

Theatre

Glenn Miller Story - Sat 7 Nov
After a very wet and windy journey we arrived
in Manchester to a sunny sky, but not for long.
When we were all fed and watered we made
our way to the Palace theatre for the matinée
performance.
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Tommy Steele played Glen Miller, who at 78 years old was in fine
voice and so enthusiastic, he came over as really enjoying the
role. The rest of the cast and the GM orchestra were all superb.
Music of the Glenn Miller era, of course, is
timeless and we all agreed it was a
wonderful show, bringing back a lot of
memories for some of our U3A friends.
Quite a few of us said that we could have stayed and watched
the show all over again. A big thank you to Shirley Droy and Jo
Smith for a lovely day out

Pat Burdeau
Lindsey U3A Theatre Group
Wed 10 Feb at 2.30 pm
The Belgrade Theatre Coventry
MISS NIGHTINGALE - THE MUSICAL
Brings the on-stage glamour and off stage affairs of war-torn
London to life. Fabulous feel-good tale of love, loss and hope performed by a multi-talented cast who not only act, dance and
sing but also play all the instruments live on stage.
Cost All Inclusive. £28.50
Pick up Welton 8.30am. Waitrose 8.45am
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Visits Group
BBMF at RAF Coningsby – Fri 11 Sep
After a journey of an hour or so, a party of
19 U3A members (10 ladies and 9
gentlemen!!!) assembled at the Battle of
Britain Memorial Flight Visitor Centre
ready for our 2pm tour. We were met by
Len, our volunteer tour guide, who led us
Visits Group
into the vast hangar which houses the
collection of historic aircraft operated by the BBMF. These iconic
planes are regularly seen at World War II commemorations,
British State occasions and air displays throughout the UK and
Europe, filling us with pride and possibly reducing us to tears.
Len, a very smartly dressed retired airman, began the tour by
asking if our party included any former RAF personnel and, if so,
the length of service. Several members were able to give brief
descriptions of their time in the RAF. Our guide then proceeded
to share his extensive knowledge of the BBMF history, the
aircraft and his experiences.
He also passed on some
fascinating stories, which he had accumulated over the years.
The RAF Battle of Britain Memorial Flight commemorates all
those who lost their lives serving in the RAF, or its predecessor
the Royal Flying Corps, in all conflicts from 1914 to the present
time. Inaugurated at Biggin Hill in 1957, it moved to its present
home at Coningsby in 1976. There are currently 12 carefully
restored and maintained planes in the BBMF fleet, most of which
we would be able to see on our tour. 2015 is a particularly busy
year for the BBMF, as it takes part in the various events and
ceremonies commemorating the 75th anniversary of the Battle of
Britain,
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Our guide positioned us
near the only airworthy
Avro Lancaster Bomber in
the UK. Sadly, this huge
magnificent aircraft, known
as Thumper Mk III, suffered
an engine fire during a
training flight in May. It is
temporarily out of action
and
being
repaired.
However, it is expected to
be flying again before the
next season’s events. Len’s detailed description of the operation
of the Lancaster was interrupted by the exciting and thunderous
sound of a jet aircraft flying over the hangar and resounding into
the distance. Presumably a Eurofighter Typhoon, bringing our
thoughts back to the present day!! We were reminded of the visit
last year of Vera, the Canadian Lancaster and the joy of seeing
the two Lancaster Bombers together in the air! Len admitted that
the Douglas Dakota is his favourite!! Unfortunately this plane,
which has an important role as a trainer, in addition to being a
sought after display asset, was not in the hangar at the time of
our visit. Anyone who watched the edition of Antiques Roadshow
hosted by RAF Coningsby will have seen an excited Fiona Bruce
being flown to the base in the elusive Dakota!!
Guns, photos and other historic artefacts are exhibited on the
walls and were pointed out to us as we made our way down the
hangar. Two engines, Merlin and Griffin were displayed at
ground level. We stopped beside one of the Chipmunks, which
we were informed, are primarily used for the training of pilots on
tail-wheel aircraft.
Then the Spitfires came into view –
heightening the emotions!!
Len mentioned that we were
privileged to see the oldest, original, airworthy Spitfire in the
world. It is also the only Spitfire to have taken part in the Battle
of Britain, still flying today.
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He recounted the true story of an incident at Hibaldstow airfield in
1945. Margaret Horton, a WAAF ground crew fitter, sat on the
tail of a Spitfire whilst it taxied to take-off point. In rough weather
it was standard practice. The young pilot was not aware of her
presence and took off with Margaret still clinging on. Fortunately
he realised and landed with a shaken, but unhurt, WAAF
wrapped around the fin! Most of the Hurricanes were scrapped
after World War II. However, two have been retained by BBMF,
one of which was the last to be rolled off Hawker’s production line
in 1944, with the name “The last of the Many”. The sight of all of
these aircraft at close range was a moving and humbling
experience. It was not hard to imagine the brave young pilots
taking to the skies in the knowledge that they may not return.

We were guided out of the hangar where in the distance four
AWACs borrowed tarmac space, pending completion of the
repairs to RAF Waddington’s runway. Len continued his talk
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outside, as he led us past a display of two large World War II
bombs and back to the Visitor Centre. Most of us were rather
weary at this stage and looking forward to enjoying tea, cake and
a sit-down. However, Len (who must have been some years
older than most of us) showed no signs of fatigue!! We thanked
him for a very interesting and informative tour and headed for
Merlin’s Tea Room, which opened in the Visitor Centre last year.

Jenny Porter
Visit to BBC Radio Lincolnshire – 19th November 2015
Just before 6pm a party of 15 members
gathered in the reception area of BBC
Radio Lincolnshire awaiting the arrival of
William Wright, the presenter of “Drivetime”. William was to conduct our tour of the building.
He welcomed us (straight from his 3 hour session on air!!) with a
short talk on the history of BBC Radio Lincolnshire, which was
launched on 11th November 1980. He then took us through to
the main part of the building, the newsroom, where all the action
takes place!! We stopped to admire a collection of stars knitted
by listeners, in response to the on-going Knitivity project. It is
hoped that over 1,000 knitted stars will be donated and displayed
at the Boston Stump Carol Service.
The talk continued between the station’s 2 recording studios. We
were able to observe a live show as Sudip Bhaduri presented the
Big Film Review.
The highlight of our tour was of course the visit to the studio used
by William, with its vast array of knobs and buttons and other vital
broadcasting equipment, some of which he demonstrated to us.
We saw where the 2 new Red Arrows pilots had sat for their
recent interview with William. He explained that there is a close
link with BBC Look North and, with a click of a switch, we were
able to see what was happening on the 6.30pm show. His
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enthusiasm was infectious as he talked us through procedures
and shared some amusing stories. William was born, bred and
educated in Lincoln (a true Yellowbelly!!). He told us that he
became involved with BBC Radio Lincolnshire as a teenager
assisting behind the scenes, gradually progressing to “standingin” on programmes until his presenting career began. He was
therefore able to share first-hand knowledge of the many
improvements in technology over the years.
William was very generous with his time and was happy to
answer our questions. The tour, predicted to take an hour, took
over an hour and a half. It concluded with a wander round the
remaining newsroom area, with a quick look into the (surprisingly
basic) TV studio.
We thanked William for a fascinating
experience, which could result in increased listening figures for
his show!! It was a very interesting tour – a real treat.

Jenny Porter
Visits Group Programme
The U3A visits group has been in operation for many years now,
but is currently being reorganised. We need members to form a
committee to arrange and organise visits of any sort. Some visits
appeal to some of our members and some to others. There is at
present no obligation to attend all the visits. Members can pick
and mix.
Fri 22 Jan - Visit to Ping Golf Europe, Gainsborough
Ping makes a range of high quality golf clubs and equipment.
There will be an opportunity to see clubs and equipment being
made and equipment will be available to purchase after the visit.
The visit is free of charge, with a limit of 25 people. Ping staff will
welcome questions during the tour about any aspect of PING
products and Golf generally. Google ‘Ping Europe’ to see their
website. Coffee after at the Gainsborough Golf club. (The other
kind of club.)
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Fri 18 Mar - Lincoln University Technical College
Jenny Porter has arranged for a party of up to 20 of us to visit the
newly refurbished Lincoln University Technical College building.
This building, half way up Lindum Hill, may be known to some of
you in past years, as we believe it was the Girls’ High School at
one time. The visit will start at 10am with a welcome talk, then a
tour of the building and opportunity to see students at work. The
visit is free of charge, and we hope to follow it up with coffee
nearby. Book the date. Signing on forms will be available from
January 2016.
Fri 22 Apr - Coach trip to Leicester.
Sylvia Beardmore and Celia Pepper are planning a coach trip to
Leicester. The visit will include a guided tour of a Hindu temple,
then places connected to King Richard’s burial site, then some
free time in the city centre. Book the date. More details later.
Booking-in forms will be available from February General
meeting.

Alan Campion
Walking Group (5 - 6 miles)

Walking

Since publication of the last newsletter Robin
Gulliver led a walk starting in Sturton by Stow in
early June with Alan Campion's walk around
Scopwick completing the month.
On this
occasion even an amusing information sign near
Scopwick failed to mislead the walk leader.

July saw a walk around Spilsby and Toynton led by Kevan
Chippendale followed by a walk between Hagworthingham and
Bag Enderby led by Mike Curtis. In August, a usually quiet
month, Mary Gibson led a walk around Nettleton, following
picturesque Nettleton brook on the outward leg. A walk from
Huttoft to the coast led by Alan Campion completed the month.
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In September Mike Curtis took the group on a walk around North
Hykeham and parts of the river Witham.
However, late
September saw the cancellation of a walk from Bigby due to the
weather. This walk was rescheduled to mid November when an
above average attendance, led by Pat Gulliver, completed the
walk around Bigby.
Early October saw another cancellation (Louth to South Elkington
walk) due to inclement weather. This walk is now rescheduled
for early 2016. In contrast, the walk around Nocton and Wasp's
Nest, led by Kevan Chippendale, was held in fine, sunny weather
and an artistic display seen towards the end of the walk added
interest.

November's first walk was led by Mari Bebbington of North
Hykeham U3A and was a circular walk around Branston and
Branston Hall. At the time of writing two walks remain of the
2015 programme. Market Rasen/Middle Rasen to be led by
Kevan Chippendale and the final walk on December 21 starting
in Fiskerton and going around Greetwell and Cherry Willingham
to be led by Alan Campion.

Kevan Chippendale
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Bigby Walk and Church Visiting.
On a lovely sunny day in mid-November we re-visited Bigby, one
of the many pretty villages hidden in the wilder regions of North
Lincolnshire. We followed up the church visit with a five mile
ramble on the Viking Way taking in another pretty church at
Somerby, a vineyard and an 18th century obelisk!
Bigby is notable because it is a ‘Thankful Village’ – you will hear
much more about these villages in 2018 when I understand they
will be celebrated as part of the end of WWI centenary
celebrations. Thankful Villages sent their sons off to war and
THANKFULLY they all came home – there are about seven of
these villages in Lincolnshire and some 50 country-wide which
are ‘double thankful’ having lost none of their sons in either world
wars. Bigby, however, lost one son in WWII.
The 13th century church is dedicated to All Saints. One of
Lincolnshire’s oldest families, the Tyrwhitt family, has its roots
here in Bigby and there are two notable memorials in the church.
The first is in the Chancel to Sir Robert Tyrwhitt and his wife
Elizabeth and is dated 1581. They are surrounded by the 22
effigies of their children although I counted seven babies in
swaddling clothes which I believe means they were either
stillborn or did not long survive. Imagine – 22 children! The poor
lady would have been constantly pregnant – not a prospect many
women today would welcome! There is a second memorial in the
Sanctuary to another Robert Tyrwhitt who had the temerity to
secretly marry one of Queen Elizabeth’s favourite ladies-inwaiting and was promptly thrown into the tower where he
became very ill. Both he and his lady died young – it did not do
to upset Good Queen Bess!
These memorials have another interest – the crest of the Tyrwhitt
family includes a Wild Man plus a flight of plovers and the feet of
Sir Robert are supported by a Wild Man trimmed with feathers.
There are two more Wild Men upholding the shield above the
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tomb and another Wild Man on the crest of the tablet above the
tomb of the young Robert and his wife. It is fairly rare to find one
Wild Man in a church and most unusual to find four.
There are other interesting features in the church and stories to
be discovered and the key holder, who lives two houses away
from the church is a mine of information and very happy to
welcome visitors to the church.
If you decide, as we did, to then walk along the Viking Way you
will climb steeply to reach Somerby Top where the views in every
direction are magnificent. There is a vineyard at Somerby Top
which friends tell us yields delicious wines and then there is
another lovely little church nestled in an immaculately cared for
churchyard a short way from the little village of Somerby. Sadly
this was closed but there was both an email address and phone
number should you be able to plan a visit in advance but we,
regrettably were running out of time. We continued along the
Viking way passing the obelisk erected by Edward Weston in
1770 as a tribute to “29 years of conjugal happiness…” A very
pleasant end to a lovely and interesting walk.

Margaret Campion.
Lincoln U3A
Friday 8th Apr - Cost £24. Last date for booking: 23 January
Nottingham Concert Spring Series
The Hallé. Conductor: Sir Mark Elder
Pauline Hill, Bernice Beaumont
Email: bernice.beaumont@btinternet.com
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Be Active For Longer
How about putting that New Year’s resolution into practice to be
fitter for 2016! I have negotiated with a local gym, Fit4less on
Nettleham Road, a great deal for all U3A’s in the area.
1 No joining fee – a saving of £25
2 Monthly membership for £12.99 - a saving of £7 per month
3 Full use of all facilities with no time restrictions – go as often
and at any time you wish
4 Full range of exercise classes included free
5 Free transport (using your bus pass) regular buses from
Welton, Dunholme, Scothern and Nettleham areas stop outside
the door
6 Short stroll from Asda and Waitrose – have a tea or coffee
afterwards and do a bit of shopping before returning home
Both myself and other U3A members use this gym on a regular
basis, it has all latest facilities with plenty of car parking.
For more details go onto their website http://www.f4l.com/lincoln/
Please tell other members of any U3A about this offer and go
along with your membership card to get this great deal. A
number of our members meet there 3 times a week for easy
exercises, why not join us.
If you would like to discuss the details please do not hesitate to
contact me.

Mike Kirkby
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Membership
By the end of the year we had around 290 members, so we
achieved a total very close to that of 2014. If you have friends,
family and/or neighbours who are interested in joining, do
encourage them. Remember, they are welcome to attend a
meeting, or one visit to a group, on a trial basis.
New Membership cards are being issued to all members when
they renew. The cards will be available for collection at the
January and February general meetings. Please help keep down
costs by collecting yours and for anyone else you can, to save
postage. Thank you to those who have already renewed and
collected their cards at the December meeting. Please be sure
to complete a renewal form so that we know that your details are
up to date. If you have not paid your subscription by 16th
February you will need to complete a new application form as
your membership will have lapsed. If you are sure that you have
renewed your subscription but have not received a membership
card, please let me know.
You should remember to wear your badge when you come to the
general meetings.
Should there be an emergency, it is
necessary to be able to identify people. (The membership card is
not your badge, they are different.) If you have lost your badge,
please let me know and I will replace it.
I hope you had a pleasant and enjoyable Christmas and New
Year.

Sid Miller,
Membership Secretary and Vice Chair
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LINDSEY U3A COMMITTEE MEMBERS & DUTIES

Chairman
Vice Chair and
Membership
Treasurer
Secretary
Publicity
Groups Organiser
Newsletter
Committee Member
Kitchen/Door Rota
Organiser

Michael Moody
mtmLindseyu3aChair@gmail.com
Sid Miller
sid.milleru3a@sidspace.com
Mike Kirkby
lindseyu3a@sudbrooke.eclipse.co.uk
Prue Chadderton
prue.chadderton@hotmail.co.uk
Elizabeth Walker
pmw@avoncroft.freeserve.co.uk
Shirley Droy
shirleydroy14@gmail.com
Peter Abela
lindseyu3a@gmail.com
Jo Smith
joansmith10@aol.com
Mollie Winter
Mollieg.winter@gmail.com
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Groups Meetings
Week One of the Month
Monday
9.45am

Walks

Kevan Chippendale
kevanchipp@talktalk.net

Walks of about 4 to 5 miles
2pm

Poetry Group

Marion Plenderleith
wee.scotty@uwclub.net

Book Group 3

Jerry Buttery
js.buttery@ntlworld.com

Tuesday
10am

Held in members’ homes
Wednesday
1.30pm

Nadine McKee
lenandnadine@tiscali.co.uk
Chicago Bridge for experienced players
Bridge

Thursday
10am

General Meeting in Welton Village Hall

Welton Village Hall is at 51 Ryland Road, Welton,
Lincolnshire. LN2 3LU
Friday

There is nothing planned on this day
30

Week Two of the Month
Monday
2pm

Computers for Mike Kirkby
All
lindseyu3a@sudbrooke.eclipse.co.uk
Meetings held in the Welton Room. Welton Village Hall
2pm
Elizabeth Wilson
Art Appreciation
elizabethrwilson52@gmail.com
Meetings held at a member’s home
Tuesday
10am

Barbara Jones
handb@handb.me.uk
Meetings held in the Welton Room. Welton Village Hall
2pm
Val Wright
Armchair Travel
val.wright31@btopenworld.com
Meeting held at Church Hall, Cherry Willingham
2pm
Book Group 2
Diana Jenkinson
dianaj821@gmail.com
(Bookworms)
Meetings held at members’ homes
Knitting

Wednesday
1.30pm

Nadine McKee
lenandnadine@tiscali.co.uk
Chicago Bridge for experienced players
Bridge

Thursday
2pm

Bob Wise
Aspects
of History
thewises@hotmail.co.uk
Meeting held in the Welton Methodist Hall
Friday
2pm

Conversional
French

Alan Campion or
Phil Walker
campion133@btinternet.com or
pmw@avoncroft.freeserve.co.uk

Meetings held at a member’s home
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Saturday
1pm

Luncheon
Club

Shirley Droy
shirleydroy14@gmail.com

Venue announced at the monthly meeting
Week Three of the Month
Monday
9.45am

10am

Walks

Kevan Chippendale
kevanchipp@talktalk.net

Family History

Elizabeth Walker
pmw@avoncroft.freeserve.co.uk

Tuesday
10am

Margaret Doughty
revmd@gmx.co.uk
Meeting held at Methodist Church Hall, Nettleham
2pm
Marjorie Whaler
Book Group 1
Circle Dancing

Wednesday
1.30pm

Nadine McKee
lenandnadine@tiscali.co.uk
Chicago Bridge for experienced players
2.30pm
Hugh Taylor
Music For Us
hughandursie@hotmail.co.uk
All Day

Bridge

Bird Watching

Robin Gulliver
robin.g@talktalk.net
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Thursday
10am

Jim Baker
jp.baker43@btinternet.com
Visits or meet in members’ homes
10.15am

Architecture

Coffee Morning

To be arranged
At Scothern Garden Centre coffee shop
2pm
Michael Moody
Singing For Fun
mtmLindseyu3aS4P@gmail.com
Meeting held at Mike's home
Friday There is nothing planned on this day

Week Four of the Month
Monday
2pm

Margaret Howard
howardoldhall@tiscali.co.uk
Meeting held at Margaret’s home in Sturton
2pm
Joy Goodale
Music to Enjoy
Play Reading

Tuesday
2pm

Gardening

Henry Jones
handb@handb.me.uk
Welton Village Hall in Winter; Garden Visits in Summer
Wednesday
1.30pm

Nadine McKee
lenandnadine@tiscali.co.uk
Chicago Bridge for experienced players
Bridge
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2pm

Michael Whalley
m.whalley1@ntlworld.com
Meeting held in members’ homes. Discussion of current affairs
Discussion

Thursday
10am

Jim Smith
jimdnsmith@hotmail.co.uk
Meeting at Welton Methodist Hall in winter and various locations
in summer
Photography

Friday
1.30pm

Muriel Ball
allen.ball@talktalk.net
Meeting at Muriel Ball’s Home in Welton
Opera Group

Theatre Group
Jo Smith 01673 862944
Shirley Droy
joansmith10@aol.com
shirleydroy14@gmail.com
Theatre trips take place at regular intervals during the year
Visits Group
Visits take place at Alan Campion
regular intervals during campion133@btinternet.com
the year
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Group Meetings Summary Page
Week 1
Mon 9.45am

5/6
mile
walk
2pm
Poetry for
Pleasure

Tue

Wed

10am
Book
Group 3

1.30pm
Bridge

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

2pm
Computers
All

9.45am
5/6 mile walk

2pm
Play Reading

for

2pm
Art Appreciation

10am
Family History

2pm
Music
to Enjoy

10am
Knitting

10am
Circle Dancing

2pm
Armchair Travel
2pm
Book Group 2
(Bookworms)
1.30pm
Bridge

2pm
Book Group 1

2pm
Gardening

All day
Bird watching

1.30pm
Bridge

1.30pm
Bridge
2.30pm
Music for Us
Thu

Fri
Sat

10am
General
Meeting in
Welton
Village
Hall

10am
Architecture
10.15am
Coffee Morning
2pm
Aspects
of History
2pm
French

2pm
Discussion
Group
10am
Photography

2pm
Singing for Fun
1.30pm
Opera Group

Luncheon Club
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The Gardening Group enjoying their Christmas Lunch
at Pennells Garden Centre

Display by the Knitting Group during the December
General Meeting at Welton Village Hall

36

