Happy New Year To all our Members
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U3A Members on a Winter Walk at Doddington

Architecture Group at Kingthorpe Manor Farm, near Wragby

Some of the Walking Group – “After the Walk”
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Note from the Editor
I want to wish all our members a very Happy New
Year and welcome you to another edition of the
Newsletter.
In this edition, you will find reports of recent
events and programmes of future activities that
the convenors have organised. You will also find a list of our guest
speakers for 2018. There have also been some changes to
meeting dates and group convenors, so check the back pages of
this Newsletter for up-to-date information.
The deadline for the April Newsletter is Friday 9th March. The
contact details are:
Email:

lindseyu3a@gmail.com

Thanks to all those members who sent in contributions for this
Newsletter and to the Editorial Team: Dawn Bowskill and Len
Verrall.

Peter Abela
Editor
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AGM
The Lindsey U3A Annual General Meeting will take place
on
Thursday 1st March 2018 at 10.15am
at
Welton Village Hall, 51 Ryland Road, Welton LN2 3LU

•

Draft Agenda
Apologies for absence

•

To receive and approve the minutes of the last AGM

•

To receive and approve the Chairman’s report

•

To receive and approve the examined accounts

•

To appoint an examiner of the accounts for 2018

•

Election of the committee 2018 to 2019

•

Date and time of the annual general meeting 2019

Agenda will be finalised 4 weeks prior to the meeting, and should anyone
have anything they wish to be added they should contact the secretary
before then.

Lindsey U3A Website
http://community.lincolnshire.gov.uk/LindseyU3A/
Email: lindseyu3a@gmail.com
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General Meetings’ Speakers for 2018
Date

Speaker

Subject

Jan

Chocolate Drop

Feb

Philip Caine

Mar

Insp. Ian Morton

Apr

Mark Walsh

May

Dr John Sutton

Jun

Hannah Sylvester

Jul

Jim Bailey

Aug

Martin Harris

Sep

Nov

Lincolnshire Road
Safety Partnership
Clive and Katherine
Richardson
Rev. Terry Nowell

Dec

Graham Deal

Oct

The Art of Chocolate
Making
Barrow to Baghdad
The Fossdyke: A Watery
Tale of Mystery and
Intrigue
Here’s a Funny Thing:
Variety Theatre and
Comedy Legends
History and Development
of the National Census
Medicinal Herbs of
Lincolnshire
History and Regeneration
of Heckington Windmill
Great Ormond Street
Hospital
Mileage for Life
Margaret Burns: The
Woman Who Didn’t Exist
Charles Dickens
Oprah Winfrey Touched
My Elbow
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General Meetings Reports
“The 1950s” September Meeting
In September, we had an excellent talk given by John Hall on “Life
in the 50’s.”
John was a born comedian; he had most of the audience laughing
most of the time. He talked about items that were in everyday use
but sadly are now museum pieces. I personally felt ancient
because I still have a mincer! He also talked of words we are now
forbidden to mention: dare I say “blackboard” and “Christian
name!!”
John had brought two full tables
of items that are no longer seen
anymore including toasting
forks, mincers, candles (for
power cuts) to name a few. At
times, I found the subject quite
sad as I am sure many others
in the audience will agree with
me – we really are the older
generation.
We were also
encouraged to join in singing
nursery rhymes and old
commercials.

Do You Remember the 1950s?

John had very kindly come to us in place of a cancellation. I think
that cancellation did us a great favour when I think what we would
have missed. John also gives other talks, so I do hope we shall
see him again as I think this talk was one of the most entertaining
of the season. Well done John.

Mollie Winter

7

Lincoln Industries During WW2 (or Adolph Hitler and
Lincoln’s Part in His Downfall) October Meeting
Peter Robinson started his talk with a picture, taken in 1936, of an
airship (Hindenburg) that was taking covert pictures of Lincoln’s
industries. This was a measure of just how important Lincoln’s
thriving industrial base was to national security. Because of
Lincoln’s importance, Ruston, which made marine diesel engines
for the Royal and Merchant Navies, became a target for the
Luftwaffe. As part of the production push at the beginning of the
war, the Duke and Duchess of Gloucester visited Lincoln to rally
the workers.
Lincoln produced coastal defence
sand forts to guard the Thames
estuary, with walkways between
them, armed with naval and antiaircraft guns, search lights and
ammunition. Made for a purpose
and not intended to last decades,
they were decommissioned in the
late 1950’s.
Robey’s factory, as well as
producing colliery plant and
equipment and boilers, produced
large naval guns and the Twin
Bofor. This anti-aircraft gun was designed by the Swedish arms
manufacturer AB Bofors and was the most popular medium-weight
anti-aircraft system during WW2.
Ruston’s Boiler Works were making small drivers ‘loco’s’ for use in
deep mines to haul coal. These were considered ideal for hauling
armament trains and were extensively used as they were
considered a safe means of haulage.
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Ruston’s and Hornsby were renowned for making track
transporters used for cranes and diggers. During the war, they
used this expertise to make the 9 ton Mk VI Light Tank; light,
mobile and very effective, working in small groups in the desert
against the Italian army. Later they built the Matilda and Cavalier
tanks, using tracks made at the Ruston-Bucyrus (R-B) excavator
plant, supplying the Matilda to the Russians at Archangel. They
also made the paravanes used in the Humber and elsewhere for
minesweeping. As an aside, William Heath Robinson was invited
to R-B to create some cartoon sketches, the originals of which
were recently valued at £20,000 each.
Winston Churchill had the idea of using the ‘Nellie’, a 131-ton
trench digger made by R-B, to dig a trench towards the enemy.
This idea was tested at Clumber Park, in the presence of Churchill,
and was a success. However, the idea was of no use as WW2
was not a trench war!
The R-B Crusader tank was very successful and was used in the
D-Day invasion. The last tank was built by R-B in 1943 as their
excavators were much more useful, following the allied advance
through France.
Other notable WW2 successes for R-B include: using their
bulldozers to prepare beaches to build landing craft for D-Day,
building Mulberry Harbours used on the Normandy beaches, R-B
bringing layers built Bailey Bridges across the Rhine, and R-B
excavators were used to create temporary airfields to aid the allied
advance.
When we look at Lincoln today, with its university and retail
economy, it’s difficult to appreciate just how industrious it was and
the importance of its contribution to the war effort.

Mike Moody
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Armchair Travel Programme
Date

Destination

Presenter

Jan 9

The North Island of New Zealand

Ian

Feb 13

Pompeii

Geoff

Art Appreciation

Art
Appreciation

A few weeks ago, the Art Appreciation Group visited
the Usher to see a unique painting, Autumn Rings
Andeuze, the work of Sir Terry Frost, Britain’s
leading abstract expressionist painter. This group of
artists who emerged after World War I in America
aimed to upend the art world and change the concept
of what we see and how we see it.

Frost, a technician in the RAF, was in a prisoner of war camp in 1943
and had his first opportunity to paint there. He had no experience
whatsoever of making art and became fascinated with this new style.
When back in the United Kingdom in 1945 he took odd jobs to ‘keep
the wolf from the door’ while enrolling in evening classes at
Goldsmiths and then the Royal College of Art, later opening his own
studio.
His reputation grew and he moved to St Ives in Cornwall where his
paintings, based on simple forms: the sun, sails, disks and spirals in
blocks of vivid colour, attracted admiration and clients. Frost died in
2003, successful and much revered, his works have been sold at
Sotheby’s in recent years for as much as £100,000.
If you are near the Usher Gallery sometime, why not pop in for a look
at Autumn Rings Andeuze?

Monika Burdon
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Architecture

Architecture

The Architectural Group visited St Mary Le
Wigford recently, the most ancient church in
Lincoln, its origins predate the Cathedral. In the
past, surrounded by activities on the river Witham
and Brayford Pool, it stands today with the railway
station, level crossing, High Street crowds and
traffic on its doorstep.

On entering, we were struck by the space and quietness, such
thick walls. The fabric of the interior, however, has suffered a great
deal of change over centuries due to the edicts of differing periods
and congregations. This church has not always been at the
elegant end of history.
Much beauty and dignity however remain, patches of lovely stone
carving, stained glass, a precious candelabra and a fine old tower
which looks magnificent from the outside. Helpfully, conservation
students from Lincoln University plan work in the interior on areas
of stone and wood needing restoration and care.
But most strikingly, St Mary’s is not just an historic shell, there is a
determination to be relevant and useful to the town today.
Reverend Cullimore gives welcoming support to a variety of
community activities. Volunteers serve good coffee from the
coffee shop and charity cards are sold. One Saturday recently the
Lincoln Lions organised a ‘drop in’ cancer appointment desk for
men, people meet for a chat; there’s always something going on.
St Mary’s has stood for centuries, supporting untold numbers of
lives and still flourishes: a kind, unpretentious place putting people
first, meeting need.

Monika Burdon
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Computers for All Programme
January
Virtual Private Networks – for additional web security
February
Paid for Software – a discussion on what the members have
purchased
March
System backups and restore - to the Cloud and attached
hardware
April
File encryption for additional security
May
Google Apps with synchronisation to all platforms and hardware
June
One Drive file synchronisation to Outlook.com

Mike Kirkby

Computer Jargon
Cookies
Cookies are small amount of data websites store on your
computer to identify you when you next visit that site
Gigabyte(GB), Megabyte(MB) and Kilobyte(KB)
This is how data is measured. 1GB = 1,000MB, 1MB =
1,000KB
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Websites to Visit
The National U3A Website

Web Address: http://www.u3a.org.uk/

The Lindsey U3A Website

Web Address: http://community.lincolnshire.gov.uk/LindseyU3A/

Learn about Websites - Join the Computer Group
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Meets on the second Monday at 2pm in Welton Village Hall

Discussion Group
This group has been meeting
successfully for a number of years
with Michael Whalley as the coordinator.
We are a friendly
sharing group giving opinions on
current affairs in a nonconfronting manner. Over recent
time our numbers have reduced due to age and ill-health. To
continue to enjoy the stimulation and comradery we would
welcome new members to join us.
We meet in members’ homes on the fourth Wednesday from 2pm.
For an informal chat about joining our group why not phone Muriel
or Allen. Phone details at the back of the Newsletter.

Allen Ball

Family History
The year 2017 has seen a new lease of life in
the Family History Group. With the arrival of
new members, we have been able to help
them progress and it has also encouraged
other members to continue with their
research. We have seen members of the
Family History
group discover cousins and organise meeting
them. Some have found new details about
their ancestors with much discussion around the social aspects of
their lives. Some have dispelled family myths, not always in a
good way.
This being the 100th anniversary of the Battle of Passchendaele, a
great deal of military information has been made available on line
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and so much more detail has been found relating to those of our
families who served in WW1. Much other information has also
come on line, for example many parish records are now available
allowing family events prior to 1839 to be found. I think it is true to
say that we are ‘A Happy Band, we few’ meeting monthly in
someone’s home to take great interest in what people are
achieving and give encouragement all round.
We are sure that 2018 will continue to challenge and reward us in
equal measure. Our group is now quite full, and we may not now
be able to take new members. However, we would be happy to
hear from anyone with an interest in Family History.
Sid Miller,

Distracted: adventures in family history.
When I moved from the Manchester area to Lincoln as a child, I
did not think we had any connection with the city; however, my
grandmother told me my great, great grandfather, Brian Helm, had
married at St Swithin’s Church, before returning with his wife to his
native Yorkshire. Years later, I was able to confirm this by seeing
their marriage listed in the register for August 1860, still in the
church then, when I briefly worked next door at Lincoln Central
Library.
Brian’s wife, Harriet (née Shaw), died in December 1909, aged 78,
her poor health made worse by having fallen down the cellar steps
at ‘Oakleigh’, the house of her brother-in-law, John William Helm.
Due to this accident, there had been an inquest, reported in the
Sowerby Bridge Chronicle, where it stated that servant, Mary Ann
Poskitt, had heard a scream and subsequently found the old lady
at the bottom of the steps. For a long time, I had assumed this
Mary Ann had been an inattentive young girl, but on looking at the
1911 census, taken just one and a half years later, it transpired
she was in her late fifties, living alone with the now widowed wife
of John William Helm in a ten-roomed house. It was then that I got
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distracted; firstly, to try and determine where the money came from
to allow John William to be listed as a retired plumber on the 1891
census, living in such a house, at the age of 57, and secondly, to
follow Mary Ann Poskitt’s life back to when she joined the
household.
Twenty years earlier, on the 1871 census, John William Helm was
a 36-year-old plumber and painter, living on Wharf Street, in the
Warley district of Sowerby Bridge, along with his wife Elizabeth,
and their only surviving child, eight-year-old daughter Mary Alice.
The household also included mother-in-law Ellen Wylde, her other
daughter, another Mary Alice - Elizabeth’s older sister - and her
accountant husband James Gaskell from Stockport in Cheshire,
and finally, Emma Wright, a local general servant aged 22.
A decade later, John William, Elizabeth and daughter Mary Alice
Helm, were living at Oakleigh House, No. 3 Willow Hall Road,
Skircoat, Sowerby Bridge, John now listed as a plumber and
glazier. Sister-in-law Mary Alice Gaskell was a widow, living with
her mother-in-law Ann Gaskell, both off ‘interest money’, with her
two children, Edith Elizabeth and Edward Wylde, aged 9 and 8
respectively and both born in Lancashire. Also in the household
was 27-year-old Mary Ann Poskitt of Snaith, listed here as being
deaf. (Although this is not noted on any other census, I wonder if
it played a part in Harriet’s fall down the cellar steps!) By 1882,
Elizabeth Helm had died, and two years later John William had
married his sister-in-law, bringing her, the two children and servant
Mary Ann to Oakleigh.
The money seems to come through the Wylde family and centred
around the Wharf Inn, on Wharf Street, originally The Mermaid
opened in 1701, but run by the Wylde and Armitage families from
the 1820s to the early 1860s. When John William Helm died in
1909 he left an estate of £6,670 13s 3d; when the grandfather of
the sisters Mary Alice and Elizabeth, Samuel Wylde, a maltster
and property owner, died in 1863, he left just under £14,000! His
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son John married Ellen
Armitage, daughter of
his partner William,
and it was she who ran
the Wharf Inn when
John died at the early
age of 42.
Both
daughters were sent
away to
boarding
schools; on the 1851
census
11-year-old
Mary Alice was at
Ockbrook School in
Derbyshire – which still
exists – being taught
writing, music, French
and use of the globe,
whereas
9-year-old
Elizabeth was at the
more local Ewood Hall
Ladies
School
in
Midgley.

Standing in Sowerby Bridge Muncipal
Cemetery, topped with a tall obelisk,
stands the gravestone of John William
Helm, his wife Elizabeth, their two infant
daughters Ellen and Florence, and a granddaughter, Alice Wood.

Both Samuel Wylde
and John William Helm
described themselves
as gentlemen on their offspring’s marriage certificates, but it is
striking to see on the latter’s second marriage document in 1884,
where the witnesses were his eldest brother Thomas and his wife
Margaret, she had signed her name with an X.
Mary Ann Poskitt was born in Gowdall, near Snaith, in the parish
of Soothill, the oldest of five children. William, her eldest brother
was a farm labourer, but by the age of 44 was in the Dewsbury
Union Workhouse, later known as the Staincliffe Institution, where
he stayed until his death in 1925, aged 67. Her two other brothers
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were coal miners, and her only sister, Sarah Jane, married a coal
miner; each had nine children although not all survived childhood.
Mary Ann started life in domestic service with a farmer’s family in
East Ardsley, now a district of Leeds, before moving west to join
the Gaskell, then Helm households. Their mutual involvement
lasted until her death in 1915, when she was living independently
on Wharf Crescent, Sowerby Bridge. According to probate
granted in London, she left effects of £150 18s 2d, administered
by Edith Elizabeth Longbottom (née Gaskell), the daughter of Mary
Alice’s first marriage. The family was long practised in such
dealings as from 1829 to 1900 they were involved with the Wharf
Inn Family Funeral Brief which provided money to the poor to cover
funeral costs.
Very little of the above information is strictly to do with my direct
family line, but I am glad I was distracted enough to learn of it.

Janet Freeman
Gardening Group

The Gardening Group at their Christmas Lunch at Pennell's Garden Centre
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Gardening Group Programme
All meetings or visits at 2 pm

Gardening

January 23
“The Floral Wonders of South Africa.” Prue
Chadderton is going to talk to us about her
recent visit to South Africa with Margaret
Campion and the gardens they visited. As a
post-Christmas, special, there will be coffee/tea
and cake.

February 27th
Isobel and Rob Adams have kindly agreed to open their garden for
us for a snowdrop visit. They live at Church Farm, West Drayton.
Refreshments as usual. Cost £3.50.
March 27th
To be arranged.
April 24th
A talk by Harry Leach entitled “Growing in containers and hanging
baskets.”

Barbara Jones

History Group Programme
January The Armada
February Opening up of the USA
March
King Henry VIII
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U3A Annual Holiday ‘Delights of Yorkshire’
Mon 9th — Fri 13th July 2018
Next year’s annual holiday is to lovely Yorkshire. Yes, we know it
is on our doorstep but there are a number of good reasons to go
there! Given that our day travelling to the hotel and back home
again will take less time we can add more visits in and with Prue’s
many years’ knowledge of Yorkshire she has picked a programme
to visit places you may not have been before.
Provisional excursions have been arranged:
•
•
•
•
•

Departure day for a tour of Wentworth Woodhouse, historic
seat of the Fitzwilliam family.
A day in the Yorkshire Dales with a visit to Skipton, a cruise
on the Leeds/Liverpool canal and a visit to the Wensleydale
Creamery and hopefully a tasting!
A day’s circular tour of the North York Moors, Whitby and
the Mount Grace Priory.
A visit to James Herriott Visitor Attraction at Thirsk, a visit
to the beautiful gardens at Ripley Castle and time to explore
Ilkley.
Return journey to include Harewood House and Harrogate

Of course, we don’t just go for the excursions, do we? We want a
hotel which gives a touch of luxury and is comfortable, the food is
good and in a beautiful setting and we are able to offer all that.
View the Craiglands Hotel in the Spa town of Ilkley on the internet
by visiting www/craiglands.co.uk. We have booked 4 nights’
bed/breakfast and dinner at this lovely hotel.
Many of us also go for the family and convivial atmosphere that
our group provides. If you would like to join us or just like more
information before you make up your mind, contact Jane Guy.

Jane Guy
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Paper Craft Group
After a short break, crafting will resume on
Wednesday, 7th February and continue on the first
Wednesday of the month every month except
August. We meet at 1.30 for about 2 hours, no
equipment is required and all materials are provided
at a cost of £4, which includes tea and biscuits! Please contact
me: my details are at the back of the Newsletter.

Mandy Murphy
Visits Group
Guildhall and Stonebow Visit
Brian Taylor was our guide on our visit to
Lincoln’s Stonebow, on 14 September. He
expertly succeeded in informing us about this
iconic building in a hugely entertaining manner.
Thousands of citizens and visitors to Lincoln
Visits Group
walk under its arches daily, without noticing its
elaborate ornamentation or give a thought about its purpose and
may only glance upwards to check the time from its clock.
Before entering the main door, Brian described the outside,
pointing out the very oldest stonework and the 19th century
eastward end conversion from the original city prison to the
mayor’s parlour and treasury. He explained the layers of history
from the Danish era (its very name Stonebow emanated from that
time) to the evidence of a Roman wall, found during 19 th century
alterations, its frontage being crowded in by a substantial bank just
across the much narrower original Saltergate.
This bank
disappeared during the widening of Guildhall Street and
Saltergate, and the opening up of the lower arches for pedestrians
was done when the traffic route over this part of the original Roman
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Ermine street, was improved. The busy High Street traffic went
under the Stonebow up until the 1970s!
The
very
impressive
City
Council Chamber
lies across the High
Street.
Brian
explained
the
significance of the
width
of
the
magnificent table,
(more than 2 short
sword widths, to
deter injury during
disputes) from the
opposing
councillors facing
each other either
side of the table.
Above the mayor’s
chair is George II’s
coat of arms and at
the opposite end of
the room is seating
for the public and
The bells, The bells Esmerelda
the motte bell,
which traditionally
signalled the start of the council meetings. Today council meetings
are held in City Hall, but the Stonebow chamber is used on
ceremonial occasions and to receive visitors. Also on the first floor
of the Stonebow are a hospitality room, robing room, with its walls
lined by pictures of former mayors and the mayor’s parlour, with
several period paintings of Lincoln and displaying some of the gifts
presented to the mayor.
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Downstairs, is an imposing chest of drawers, each of which contain
one of Lincoln’s historic charters, sealed by royalty granting the
city the right to hold markets. Then there is the strong room
displaying the city’s treasures – sparkling gems, silver, gold and
gilt, glass, porcelain or wood, each item depicting an era of
Lincoln’s industry, military or sporting past, some of which were
gifted or donated. In answer to individual queries, Brian described
the significance of many of these. We were very impressed by
what we had
seen and heard
about
the
Guildhall
but
slightly
bemused that
many of us had
never
taken
advantage of its
monthly public
open mornings.
We
were
fortunate
indeed to have
been guided so
ably by Brian Taylor, through the facets of history and charm of
this building, so thank you Brian from us all.

Cathy Platt
Riseholme College Showground Campus Visit – 10th
November 2017
Riseholme College is part of Bishop Burton College, one of the
UKs leading land-based colleges. The first phase of the new £24
million Showground Campus, which included the main building,
was opened in September 2015. The second phase opened in
September 2016, incorporating specialist laboratories and food
science facilities and also the Sport and Health Science Centre.
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We were therefore fortunate in having an early opportunity to view
the impressive state-of-the art development.
Our party met in the entrance foyer. Having been issued with our
“visitor” badges, we were led through the light and airy main
building, past several students working in an open-plan area and
introduced to Rhonda Thompson. Rhonda is head of the Centre
of Agricultural Innovation and based at the Bishop Burton Campus,
near Beverley. She took us to one of the lecture theatres where
she gave a very interesting and enlightening presentation on the
work of the College. It covers three sites, the original campus at
Bishop Burton, Riseholme Park and the new Riseholme
Showground Campus and it has a whole range of courses, across
all levels, for students from 16 upwards.
Riseholme Showground is the first land-based college campus to
be built in the UK in the last 50 years. This is seen as a testament
to Bishop Burton’s commitment and determination to support the
industry in Lincolnshire and beyond. The College has a number
of partners and sponsors within the industry who help to make
investment in the College facilities possible and enhance the
student’s experience.
Rhonda was very easy to listen to as she shared her extensive
knowledge with passion and enthusiasm. She talked about the
students, the help and encouragement they receive, their
achievements and how technology plays a huge role in their
studies. For example, one enterprising young man took on the
project of using a drone at low level to highlight diseased plants in
a field of crops.
Questions were invited, raising many varied points which Rhonda
answered clearly and impartially, before the tour of the campus
began. We were taken into the splendid food science classroom,
with its large preparation and cooking facilities resembling the
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MasterChef kitchen and of particular interest to the ladies (and
some of the men).
We were then guided to the Sports and Health Science Centre,
starting with its fully equipped gym. One of our members was
caught furtively trying out the weights!! Moving on, we entered the
Olympic standard multi-use sports hall which is very popular with
the students and, we understand, will eventually become available
for use by others organisations. The Leicester Tigers rugby
players currently practise on the College’s all-weather pitch.
Our next stop was the indoor Animal Unit. We had a brief look into
the practical handling rooms, where students were working with a
range of small animals and reptiles. Rhonda admitted to being out
of her comfort zone in the reptile area and stood well back whilst
two students handled a snake and fed it with baby mice!
The final stage of our tour was a short visit to the Engineering
Workshops where we saw a display of engines and a vast array of
tools and equipment, enabling the students to acquire basic
engineering skills and possibly progress to fabrication and
welding. I would add that the young people we saw as we
wandered around were smiling and polite and, surprisingly, not at
all fazed by the invasion of senior citizens interrupting their studies.
After a visit, which had taken much longer than anticipated, we
followed Rhonda back to the entrance foyer where Bill Brown
divulged, with a hint of nostalgia, that he was a lecturer at the
original Riseholme College many years ago. He went on to thank
her, on behalf of the group, for taking the time to provide us with a
most enjoyable, informative and entertaining morning. Our party
then went separate ways looking for refreshment – some to the
College’s refectory and others to the Tillbridge Tastery at Sturton
by Stow.

Jenny Porter
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Lincoln Crown Court Visit (17 October 2017)
This visit to the
imposing
1820’s
Crown
Court
building, set within
the Castle grounds,
necessitated
an
early start for our
group. First it was
necessary to all
pass
through
security and then
hear about the
workings of the
Crown Court from
Darren Melton, the
Listing
Officer
before the court
proceedings began
at 10am.
The Crown Court
hears the more
serious
cases
(murders, manslaughter, drug conspiracies etc), which were first
referred to the magistrates’ court, then passed upward for trial
before a senior judge, barristers for the prosecution and defence
and a jury. Lincoln Crown Court remains one of only two such
courts in the county, when once there were 13 hearing these
serious cases.
Although the building is outmoded, it offers a secure safe passage
of those in custody or committed, from the court to prison and the
judiciary have not found a better alternative site as yet. The three
very busy courtrooms have had to be upgraded electronically to
allow video evidence, screening of a minor or vulnerable witness,
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security of the dock itself and sound. The basic layout and
furniture is recognisable from film and TV footage featuring court
scenes, with the judge seated prominently, in the middle, flanked
by the barristers and their staff. In the hub of the court is the court
clerk (in the first court we observed, this was Darren, who had
previously addressed us). In front of him was the dock, now
enclosed (for security and to avoid defendants escaping), to the
right the witness box, and the jury benches to his left, and spaces
for the press and a public gallery.
What we witnessed from our short time in the public gallery in
Court One was the reality of seeing the judge, jury, the accused,
all in place for the facts of this serious case to be unfolded. Then
the prosecuting counsel requested a recession to allow time for
officials to search for a prime witness, who had absconded from a
known address. As this was a serious case concerning this
witness, this delay was granted and provided an example of how
difficult and time consuming, to all parties, court cases are.
In Court Two, we experienced the meticulous detail the
prosecuting counsel used by referencing exact times and locations
of a series of mobile telephone calls, between the two accused,
plus CCTV network details, which were being presented as factual
evidence that they were in the places at the times the crimes were
committed. The amount of concentration needed to make sense
of it all was stressful and we felt almost as relieved as the jury
appeared, when a recession for coffee was announced. Court
proceedings on TV are positively jolly compared with the
atmosphere of a real court, which is a lesson well learned!

Cathy Platt
U3A Helpline Free Legal Advice
To get Free Legal Advice Contact
Arc Legal Assistance (Irwin Mitchell Solicitors)
Telephone number 0344 770 1040
Quote - U3A Legal Helpline
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Walking group

Some Members of the Walking Group

Date

Leader

Where

Meet at

Jan 8

Marie
Bebbington

Collingham

RSPB Langford
Lowfields car park

Feb 5

TBA

TBA

TBA

Welfare
Mollie Winter is the Welfare Member. If you know of anyone sick
or someone who has been absent for a while and unwell, or if you
think a card from the Committee would be welcome, then let Mollie
know and she will send a suitable message. Her contact details
are email: Mollieg.winter@outlook.com
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What is Sailability?
Sailability is the part of the Royal Yachting Association which
organises sailing for anybody with any
disability. It has branches around the
country and encourages sailing at all levels
from the absolute beginner to those who
represent their country at the Paralympics.
Hykeham Sailability operates at the
Hykeham Sailing Club, on Apex Lake in
North Hykeham, Lincoln.
Every Friday afternoon from April to October, when there is decent
sailing weather, volunteers gather to help a number of disabled
members to sail the lake. The members have varying levels of
disability: from those with visual impairment to those with little
mobility. Those less able usually sail with their carer.
There are several different boats available. There are ‘Access
Dinghies’ which are designed specifically for the disabled, are
easy to sail and incredibly difficult to capsize. There are single and
double seater dinghies. There are ‘Challenger’ trimaran for the
more experienced sailors, and a ‘Dabber’ which is sailed by one of
the volunteers and can take several passengers, for those who do
not want to sail themselves.
A number of the volunteers are qualified to man power boats and
there are always one or two manned safety boats on the water to
help as needed.
The volunteers are also of varying ages and experience. Many
are non-sailors, just with a desire to see less able people enjoying
themselves. Only a few are experienced sailors. The main role of
the volunteers is to put the boats on the water and using hoists,
lower the members into them and launch them. Then use the
hoists to bring them out and put the boats away. There are also
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other general jobs to do to ensure that everyone is greeted, and to
provide liquid refreshments using the club kitchen. The current
volunteers are generally a cheerful group who enjoy mixing with
people and try to make the visit of the members as pleasant as
possible.
The members do
bring their carers
which means that
the
normal
welfare of the
members is taken
care of, leaving
the volunteers to
concentrate on
the practicalities.
People
who
spend most of
their lives in wheelchairs and/or indoors, find the experience of
being out on the water in the fresh air, free to take the boat around
as they please, extremely uplifting. Being a volunteer is also
extremely rewarding.
The number of members is only limited by the number of
volunteers. If you would like to consider being a volunteer, then
please get in touch with me. You could come along and see what
it is about and I am sure that when you see how rewarding it is you
will become a regular.
If you know of someone who is disabled, and who would benefit
from the experience of sailing, please put them in touch. They do
need to come with a carer.

Sid Miller
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Quiz January 2018
(Submitted by Mike Moody)
1. What is the exact translation of ‘pot-pourri’?
2. Which Saudi Arabian king was assassinated in 1975?
3. Who are the world’s greatest cheese-eaters?
4. Of the nine muses, who is the muse of history?
5. Whose CB handle was Big Bopper?
6. Who did James Bond marry?
7. Who was Clyde Barrow’s partner in crime?
8. What was Fats Waller’s theme song?
9. How many moons has the planet Mercury?
(Answers on page 32)

Heritage Courses (Jan-Jun 2018)
(List provided by Sid Miller)
The Architectural History of
Lincolnshire
Tuesdays
23rd
&
30th
January, 1:30-4:30pm Louth
Library - FREE to new learners
or £18

Prehistoric Lincolnshire
Wednesday 21st & 28th
February, 1:00-4:00pm Fydell
House, Boston - FREE to new
learners or £18

How to Care for Your
Historic Home
Wednesday 31st January,
10:00am-5:00pm Heritage
Skills Centre, Lincoln Castle FREE to new learners or £18

Discover Spinning Wool
March to be confirmed
Heritage Skills Centre - FREE
to new learners or £18
Medieval Lincolnshire
Thursdays 8th, 15th, 22nd &
29th March, 2:00-4:30pm The
Old School, Heckington FREE to new learners or £30

How to Reveal the History of
Your Town or Village
Tuesday 6th, 13th, 20th & 27th
February, 6:00-8:30pm The
Old School, Heckington FREE to new learners or £30
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Introduction to Saxon &
Medieval Pottery
Thursdays 19th & 26th April,
12:30-3:30pm
Grantham
Museum - FREE to new
learners or £18

FREE to new learners or £18
A County Divided: the
English Civil War
in
Lincolnshire
Saturdays 7th & 14th July,
2:30-5:30pm
Grantham
Museum - FREE to new
learners or £18

Stone Carving Taster Day
Monday 14th May, 10:00am4:00pm. Heritage
Skills
Centre, Lincoln Castle FREE to new learners or £18
Conserving
Historic
Stonework
Wednesday
20th
June,
10:00am-5:00pm Heritage
Skills Centre, Lincoln Castle -

Courses for July to
December 2018 will
appear in the July
Newsletter

Answers to Quiz from Page 31
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Putrid pot
King Faisal
The French
Clio
Muhammad Ali’s
Teresa Draco
Bonnie Parker
Ain’t Misbehavin’
None
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LINDSEY U3A COMMITTEE MEMBERS & DUTIES

Chairman

Sid Miller
sid.milleru3a@sidspace.com

Treasurer

Mike Kirkby
lindseyu3a@sudbrooke.eclipse.co.uk

Secretary

Prue Chadderton
prue.chadderton@hotmail.co.uk

Membership

Pauline Fuller
fulleg00@aol.com

Groups Organiser

Shirley Droy
shirleydroy14@gmail.com

Speaker Finder

Michael Moody
lindseyu3a.speakers@gmail.com

Committee Member

Janet Freeman
janethfreeman.12@gmail.com

Committee Member

Jenny Porter
jennylporter47@btinternet.com

Committee Member

Mandy Murphy
mandy.murphy1396@gmail.com

Kitchen/Door Rota
Organiser

Mollie Winter
Mollieg.winter@outlook.com
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Group Meetings
Week One of the Month
Monday
9.45am

Kevan Chippendale
kevanchipp@talktalk.net
Walks of about 4 to 5 miles
2pm
Val Dunn
Walks

Poetry Group

valmel@btinternet.com

Tuesday
There is nothing planned on this day
Wednesday
1.30
Paper Craft
Mandy Murphy
mandy.murphy1396@gmail.com
Thursday
10am
General Meeting in Welton Village Hall
Welton Village Hall is at 51 Ryland Road, Welton, LN2 3LU
2.45pm

Duplicate
Bridge

Eleanor Walker
at_walker@hotmail.com

Duplicate Bridge at Manor Park Sports Club, Hackthorn Road,
Welton
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Friday
There is nothing planned on this day
Week Two of the Month
Monday
10.00
Short Walks

Marie Clark
clark.marie@ntlworld.com

Walks of about 2-3 miles
2pm
Computers for Mike Kirkby
All
lindseyu3a@sudbrooke.eclipse.co.uk
Meetings held in the Welton Room. Welton Village Hall
Tuesday
10am

Barbara Jones
handb@handb.me.uk
Meetings held in the Methodist Church, Welton
2pm
Kevan Chippendale
Armchair
Travel
kevanchipp@talktalk.net
Meeting held at Church Hall, Cherry Willingham
Knitting

2pm

Book Group 2 Diana Jenkinson
(Bookworms) dianaj821@gmail.com
Meetings held at members’ homes
Wednesday

There is nothing planned on this day
Thursday
2pm

Bob Wise
thewises@hotmail.co.uk
Meet in a member’s house in Nettleham
History
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2.45pm

Duplicate
Bridge

Eleanor Walker
at_walker@hotmail.com

Duplicate Bridge at Manor Park Sports Club,
Hackthorn Road, Welton
Friday

There is nothing planned on this day

Saturday
12.45 for Luncheon
Shirley Droy
1pm
Club
shirleydroy14@gmail.com
Reservation list out at the monthly meeting

Week Three of the Month
Monday
10am

Sid Miller
sid.milleru3a@sidspace.com
The Family History Group meet in people’s houses
2pm
Art
Elizabeth Wilson
Appreciation elizabethrwilson52@gmail.com
Meetings held at a member’s home
Family History

Tuesday
10am

Margaret Doughty
Circle
Dancing
revmd@gmx.co.uk
Meeting held at Methodist Church Hall, Nettleham
2pm
Marjorie Whaler
Book Group 1
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Wednesday
2.30pm

All Day

Music
For Us

Hugh Taylor
hughandursie@hotmail.co.uk

Bird Watching

Robin Gulliver
robin.g@talktalk.net

Thursday
10am

Jim Baker
jp.baker43@btinternet.com
Visits and meetings in hired halls
Architecture

10.15am

Shirley Droy
Coffee
Morning
shirleydroy14@gmail.com
At Scothern Garden Centre coffee shop
2pm
Michael Moody
Singing
For Fun
mtmLindseyu3aS4P@gmail.com
Meeting held at Mike's home
2.45pm
Eleanor Walker
Duplicate
at_walker@hotmail.com
Bridge
Duplicate Bridge at Manor Park Sports Club, Hackthorn Road, Welton

Friday There is nothing planned on this day

Week Four of the Month
Monday
2pm

Margaret Howard
howardoldhall@tiscali.co.uk
Meeting held at Margaret’s home in Sturton
2pm
Joy Goodale
Music to Enjoy
Play Reading
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Tuesday
2pm

Gardening

Barbara Jones
handb@handb.me.uk
Welton Village Hall in Winter; Garden Visits in Summer
Wednesday
2pm

Muriel Ball
limole13@gmail.com
Meeting held in members’ homes. Discussion of current affairs
Discussion

Thursday
There is nothing planned on this day
2.45pm

Eleanor Walker
Duplicate Bridge at_walker@hotmail.com

Duplicate Bridge, Manor Park Sports Club, Hackthorn Road, Welton

Friday
1.30pm

Muriel Ball
allen.ball@talktalk.net
Meeting at Muriel Ball’s Home in Welton
Opera Group

Theatre Group
Shirley Droy
shirleydroy14@gmail.com
Theatre trips take place at regular intervals during the year
Visits Group
Cathy Platt 01522 750828 Jenny Porter
ca.platt@ntlworld.com,
jennylporter47@btinternet.com
Visits take place at regular intervals during the year
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U3A Walkers at Doddington
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Group Meetings Summary Page
Mon

Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

9.45am
5/6
mile walk
2pm
Poetry for
Pleasure

10am
Short Walks

10am
Family History

2pm
Play Reading

2pm
Computers
for All

2pm
Art Appreciation

2pm
Music
to Enjoy

10am
Knitting

10am
Circle Dancing

2pm
Armchair Travel
2pm
Book Group 2
(Bookworms)

2pm
Book Group 1

Tue

Wed

Thu

All day
Bird watching
1.30
Paper
Craft
10am
General
Meeting
in Welton
Village
Hall
2.45pm
Bridge

2.30pm
Music for Us
10am
Architecture
10.15am
Coffee Morning
2pm
Singing for Fun
2.45pm
Bridge

2pm
History

2.45pm
Bridge

Fri
Sat

2pm
Gardening

Luncheon Club
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2pm
Discussion
Group

2.45pm
Bridge
1.30pm
Opera Group

