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Members took a ride on a steam train to tour Scunthorpe
steelworks. Geoff Sherman produced this lovely painting to
mark the occasion
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Gardening Group Christmas Lunch at Pennells Garden Centre
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New Editor Wanted!
After 10 years of editing this Newsletter, I
have decided that it is time to hand over. I
have also been the Lindsey U3A
Webmaster and I shall also be giving that
up early in the new year.
So far, no one has volunteered to take over
the Newsletter.
From the positive
Peter Abela - Editor
comments I received I hope that the
Newsletter can continue to be published in the new year as
members tell me that they find it useful and informative.
Marion Plenderleith produced the first Newsletter in October 1998.
Initially the Newsletter appeared twice a year but by July 1999 it
was being produced 4 times a year.
Marion produced the Newsletter for 6 years, before handing it over
to Vince Kerrigan in January 2005. The Newsletter editorship then
passed to John Smallwood. The old copies of the Newsletter can
be found on our website.
I could not have produced the Newsletter without the contributions
from the members so thanks to all of you who contributed. A
special thankyou also goes to Dawn Bowskill who has been subeditor for over 12 years

Peter Abela

New Editor Wanted!
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AGM
The Lindsey U3A Annual General Meeting will take place
on
Thursday 7th March 2019 at 10.15am
at
Welton Village Hall, 51 Ryland Road, Welton LN2 3LU

Draft Agenda
•

Apologies for absence

•

To receive and approve the minutes of the last AGM

•

To receive and approve the Chairman’s report

•

To receive and approve the examined accounts

•

To appoint an examiner of the accounts for 2019

•

Election of the committee 2019 to 2020

•

Date and time of the annual general meeting 2020

The Agenda will be finalised 4 weeks prior to the meeting. Should
anyone have anything they wish to be added they should contact the
secretary before then.
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October General Meeting Report
“Margaret Burns: the woman who didn’t exist.”
This fascinating talk was given in tandem by Clive and Kath
Richardson, concerning the turbulent life of Margaret Burns, one
of seven children born to coal miner Jacob and Mary Burns in
Whitehaven. After a move to County Durham, tragedy struck when
Mary died in childbirth and Jacob, on remarrying, paid scant
attention to his first family.
Although gaining a job as a nurse, Margaret herself soon married
and had children of her own, but again tragedy struck with her
husband dying in the First World War, resulting in her and the
children being evicted. Forced to leave her children with relatives
in the belief they would have a better life, Margaret ended up
fleeing to Manchester in fear of her life from a violent second
husband. Posing as a single woman in order to get a job, Margaret
then married – bigamously – for a third time. Her marriage
certificate showed that she lied about her name, age and marital
status, and somehow she also hid the fact she had already had six
children!
Details given by her unsuspecting husband on the 1951 census
prompted the census enumerator to declare that he could find no
record of her, she did not exist! Luckily he did not investigate
further so Margaret’s deceit remained undiscovered for the rest of
her life.
So how do we know all this? Well, dear reader, the speaker Clive
Richardson turned out to be the son of Ann, Margaret’s eldest
child, whom she left with her grandparents, who had told her that
her mother had died in the ’flu epidemic after the war. Through the
discovery of Margaret’s birth certificate after her death, and an epic
search taking over a decade, the true facts have finally emerged,
now all published in a book.
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Ostensibly a family history, the Richardson’s telling of the tale drew
us all in with its universal truths about the horrors of war, and the
injustices of the time when, if a husband died, his family could be
thrown out onto the street, and a married woman refused
employment.
For those of us involved in family history, it told us that
perseverance had the capacity to make it all worthwhile in the end.

Janet Freeman.
Architecture Group Programme
17 Jan
Norton Bottom Bared at
10am – Pat Davis

20 Jun
St Peter’s Church, Markby at
10.30am – Jim

21 Feb
Film Show on Architecture at
10am - Monika

18 Jul
Over Trent Bridge/Retford at
10.30am – Roy/Dennis

21 Mar
Welton Walk at 10am – Pat
Davis

15 Aug
Modern Lincoln at 10am –
Maria

18 Apr
Heckington Windmill at 10.30
– Ann

19 Sep
Broughton at 10am – Pat
17 Oct
Cathedral at 10am – Maria

16 May
Barton upon Humber at
10am – Jennie

21 Nov
Review of Year - Jim
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Art Appreciation Group

Art Appreciation

Art Appreciation Group members would
welcome new attendees at their meetings.
Activities include members' presentations on
artists and exhibitions attended, guest
speakers, visits to art galleries and viewing of
DVDs borrowed from the U3A national library.
Meetings are informal and are held in members'
homes unless an outing has been arranged.

Elizabeth Wilson

Bookworms’ Book Group 2
At this time of year what could be better than
sitting in the warm and reading a good book?
Our group meets in members’ homes on the
second Tuesday of each month from 24pm. We read a wide variety of books,
chosen by the group and which are available
in the library. Some of the selection for 2019
includes: Force of Nature by Jane Harper, A
Bookworms
Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles, The
Life and Death of Mary Wollstonecroft by Claire Tomalin, Down
and Out in Paris and London by George Orwell and Spitfire
Women of World War II by Giles Whittell.
We would very much welcome new members so if you are
interested in joining us please get in touch.

Helen Nicholls
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Computer Group
In 2018 we once again had varied and
interesting subjects for our monthly
meetings. We welcomed a number of new
members to the group, giving a more
balanced membership of improvers and
experienced computer users, in a near equal
membership of ladies and gents with three
Computer Users
distinct groups using Apple, Microsoft
Windows and Android on their computers, tablets and phones,
with a regular meeting attendance of around 12 members.
The first half of our meetings begin with a chosen subject that our
members wish to learn more about in the form of workshops and
discussion. This will be agreed for up to 6 months in advance by
the members so that some time can be spent in researching the
subject. The second half is dedicated to around the table “problem
corner” session to hopefully resolve members’ problems, discuss
any concerns plus news and views.
The group meets at the Welton Village Hall in the Welton Room on
the second Monday of the month. Members arrive any time after
2pm to setup, make a drink and have a chat, the meeting starts at
2.15pm finishing at around 4pm. If you would like to join our group
please contact me or just come along to one of our meetings.
The group welcomes new members of all levels of interest in
technology who would like to further their knowledge and hopefully
help others to benefit from what they have learnt.

Mike Kirkby
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2019 Computer Group Programme
January
Windows 10 latest update
February
Portable Apps
March
System backups and restore - to the Cloud
and attached hardware
Computer Users

Family History
The Group continues to progress with more
family details coming out every month.
A number of members have made visits to
cemeteries and have found it informative and
moving.
Family History

There have also been visits to Family History
Fairs with mixed success. We are still at our limit of membership,
but we would like to hear from people who have family stories to
tell.

Sid Miller
Picardie
My wife and I arrived in Le Rejet-de-Beaulieu at the Salle des
Fetes (village hall) at about 8.30 am, where we were greeted by
the Mayor. There was a large number of English people, including
a coach party. Some British Army cadets also arrived by coach.
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Some
children
from Bourton on
the Water joined
us later, together
with children from
the village school.
There were also
three pipers who
were French, and
a
number
of
uniformed French
flag
bearers
representing the
Gendarmes,
Pompiers
and
other
French
organisations.
At 9am we all
walked down to
the canal and
assembled by the
Lock
Keeper’s
Cottage which was a machine-gun position during the battle.
There was a commemoration led by a descendant of Dudley
Johnson VC who led the Sussex regiment in the attack. A large
French crowd joined us. During the silence, we contemplated the
fields across which the British and Australian soldiers had to run
to reach the Canal. Wreaths were laid by those connected with
the Sussex Regiment, at the Regimental memorial. A British
bugler played the last post and reveille. A local band played the
National Anthems, British, Australian and French.
We walked back to the village and to the cemetery. There the
children placed a poppy cross, and a stone with a poppy painted
on, at each grave as the names of the fallen were read out. Forty11

nine British and three Australians lie there, most of whom died on
the 4th of November 1918 in the Battle to cross the Canal.
Wreaths were laid on the Commonwealth War Graves memorial,
including our family’s, to remember Sapper Sidney Miller.
Another two-minute’s silence with the last post and reveille. The
band played the National Anthems again. Several descendants
spoke about their ancestors, including me. An interpreter was
present so that all the memories were in English and French. The
local Priest said prayers in Latin and French.
We all walked down to the church where the normal
commemoration for the fallen was held at the French memorial.
We stood by and admired their reverence and respect, as well as
hearing a performance of “When Will They Ever Learn”, sung in
English by the local school children.
Following the commemoration, we entered the church where seats
were reserved for the English visitors. There was an amazing
presentation of videos made by the Mayor's office and by the
village school, together with poems and readings. The first videos
presented details about the war, the battle, and some of the men
who fell. The videos by the children presented the theme of peace,
reconciliation and friendship.
Everyone was invited to the Salle des Fetes for a champagne
buffet. Typically, we sat next to a group of English visitors, so we
didn’t get to talk to many of the French people.
In the church, there was an exhibition showing aspects of village
life before and after the war and some of the devastation they
suffered. It included a panel about our granddad and family. We
went to see it and it made us feel really proud. Clearly an
enormous amount of effort had been put in by a lot of people to
make the event a success.
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Back at the Salle des Fetes again and the English contingent who
had come over by coach, presented a painting of the attack, then
left, as did the cadets and the English children. We stayed with
those English who had travelled independently and most of the
villagers. We were then able to have a long conversation with the
Mayor and her interpreter. She was really pleased to see us and
chatted, happy and relaxed, very relieved that the day had been
such a success. As we left, she asked us to keep in touch and to
come again. It was an amazing day and we were so proud to have
been invited to be involved as part of it.
As background, I should say that we went to the cemetery on the
4th of November 2008, not realising that there would be a
commemoration by representatives of the Royal Engineers and
the Mayor was present then. On my return, I wrote an article for
the Woodhouse Warbler about the event {see WW March 09}.
While planning this event for 2018, the Mayor asked her clerk to
research the families of the men whose graves were in the
cemetery. This led to them finding the article I wrote about my
grandfather and they contacted the Woodhouse Warbler who, in
turn contacted me with an invitation to the event. We made contact
by email and, subsequently received a formal invitation by post.
Such is the power of the internet and bless the Woodhouse
Warbler.

Sid Miller
Further Distraction: continuation of an item
in Newsletter no.79, January 2018
Further to my article about domestic servant Mary Ann Poskett and
the Wylde/Helm family, a trip to the Sowerby Bridge area last
summer revealed her final resting place.
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I was there to find graves of my West Yorkshire ancestors and,
due to many of the churchyards and cemeteries not having clearly
marked reference numbers, was often obliged to methodically look
at all the graves. Despite this being time consuming, it had the
advantage of me being able to discover relevant graves that were
not on my search list. Hence, when exploring Sowerby Bridge
Municipal Cemetery, I came across Mary Ann Poskett in the family
grave of her mistress Mary Alice Helm and first husband James
Gaskell. The monumental inscription reads:
In Memory of
James Gaskell
of Beech Villas, Sowerby Bridge,
who departed this life 19th April 1878,
aged 41 years.
Also Ann Gaskell, mother of the
above, who departed this life
th
19 October 1890, aged 77 years.
14

Also Mary Ann Poskett,
died May 13th 1915.
For 38 years the faithful servant of
Mrs. Helm, Oakleigh, Sowerby Bridge.
Also Mary Alice Helm,
of Oakleigh,
Wife of the above James Gaskell,
died November 9th 1919
aged 80 years.

Janet Freeman
Jewellery-Making Group
The group meets at the home of Christine
Saynor on the first Tuesday of the month at 9.30
– 11.30 am. For a charge of £5 per person, to
cover materials and also tea/coffee, she will
instruct members in this skill. They may then
progress and experiment with more expensive
materials, at an extra cost.

Christine Saynor
Mahjong Group
Mahjong is a tile-based game of strategy
and concentration and involves a degree of
chance. It was developed in China in the
Qing dynasty and has spread throughout
the world since the early 20th century.
Mahjong

Sheila Snowden has played for many years
and has now started a Mahjong Group for Lindsey U3A. She is
joined by Val Dunn, an experienced player and teacher of
Mahjong, who will provide instruction and assistance. This is a
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great opportunity to learn a new skill, or for regular players to
continue their enjoyment of the game and perhaps help and
encourage others.
The group meet at Welton Methodist Chapel on the first
Wednesday of the month at 10am until 11.30am. There is a
charge of £2 per person, to cover hire of the room.
For further information, please contact Sheila Snowden. Her
phone number is with the list of convenors at the back of this
Newsletter.

Sheila Snowden
Summer Lunch
The 2018 Summer Lunch took place on a blustery but bright
September day at the Cross Keys Inn at Stow. After a particularly
delicious lunch we were happy to join in the general merriment
provided by our speaker, Mike Storr, a thespian from Nottingham
but whose roots are firmly in Lincoln - in fact he is proud to be a
Freeman of the City.
He gave us 50 minutes of mirth as he took us on a speed-tour of
Music Hall from before the Great War up to the millennium—and a
bit beyond since he included Pam Ayres. His particular genre is
the Monologue and we were delighted to hear old favourites such
as Young Albert and his 'stick with the horse’s head handle' as well
as two poems from Pam Ayres — all performed with minimal props
and appropriate accents!
Thanks to Prue and the Committee for arranging it all for our
enjoyment.

Margaret Campion
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Visit to Westgate Water Tower

Visits Group

Twenty members assembled in the
October sunshine, admiring the square
gritstone walls of this impressive 120-foottall building. It is not usually open to the
public and two “sightseers” looking around
the area also asked if they could join our
party!!

Our guide Jon Pawson from Anglian Water
welcomed us inside, where he gave a very interesting introductory
talk covering the history and workings of the building. Westgate
Water Tower was commissioned by city and waterboard officials
following a tragic typhoid epidemic in 1904-05, when 113 Lincoln
residents died. The outbreak was caused by a polluted supply of
drinking water which at that time came from Hartsholme Lake and
the River Witham.
The building was designed by Victorian architect Sir Reginald
Blomfield and completed in 1911. Whilst square outside, the tower
is round on the inside in order that the water in the tank can rotate
and there are no corners where it can stagnate. The steel tank
holds 300,000 gallons of water when full and its weight is around
1400 tonnes. Water is treated and pumped from its source at
Elkesley and approximately 7,000,000 litres pass through the site
daily.
Having been furnished with the basic information, our members
were keen to learn more about the workings within the tower and
the whole process of achieving a water supply of the correct
quality. Consequently, a lively question and answers session
followed.
One enquiry concerned a collection of random
stonework laid out on the floor in front of us. Our guide advised us
that the tower is currently housing the remains of a stone sculpture
which was previously part of the Elkesley engine house before it
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was dismantled. It will shortly feature in an historic exhibition
within the city.
In view of the group’s obvious interest in Anglian Water’s projects,
Mr Pawson suggested we might like a tour of Hall Water Treatment
Works, a £44 million facility close to Newton on Trent. Hopefully,
a visit will be arranged for next year. He also mentioned that
Trevor Pacy, a
former colleague
and
retired
Drinking Water
Operations
manager is the
author of the
book “To Fetch a
Pail of Water”.
Well
worth
reading, if we can
obtain a copy!
We thanked our
host
for
a
fascinating,
enlightening and
very
enjoyable
morning. (I have
to admit that it
took a while to get
accustomed
to
the
strange
acoustics in this vast cylindrical building!!)
Many thanks also to Maria McBain, for her help in arranging the
visit.

Jenny Porter
Possible Visits Group Programme – 2019
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The following visits are currently at the early planning/research stage
and therefore no dates have been considered, as yet.
•
•
•
•
•

Nettleham Police Headquarters
Coach trip to Elton Hall and Gardens, Peterborough
Skegness Lifeboat Station/Gibraltar Point Nature Reserve
Hall Water Treatment Works, near Newton on Trent
International Bomber Command Centre

We welcome ideas from members who have enjoyed visits and would
also encourage those who would like to take a turn at arranging an
outing themselves (with or without our assistance!!)

Cathy Platt and Jenny Porter
Success! ..... we've made it
I am pleased to report that Lindsey U3A has become a registered
charity in its own right and that we will now be able to grow and
flourish within the newly defined rules of the Charity Commission.
This change of status became necessary following some changes to
the financial reporting rules for all U3As. In previous years, we have
presented our figures on two balance sheets; one showing group
activities and one for the main accounts. Now we are required to
combine these figures on to a single balance sheet they will show an
annual turnover in excess of £5,000. This is a critical figure above
which we will have to submit our accounts to the Charity Commission
and was the motivation behind the recent change to clause 2.1 of our
constitution.
It's been quite a long and arduous process for Sid, Mike and myself
so we were particularly touched when you acknowledged our efforts,
and thanked us at the meeting in November. May I just say thank
you in return.

Prue Chadderton (Secretary)
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LINDSEY U3A COMMITTEE MEMBERS & DUTIES

Chairman

Sid Miller
sid.milleru3a@sidspace.com

Vice Chairman

Pauline Fuller
fulleg00@aol.com

Treasurer

Mike Kirkby
lindseyu3a@sudbrooke.eclipse.co.uk

Secretary

Prue Chadderton
prue.chadderton@hotmail.co.uk

Membership

Mandy Murphy
mandy.murphy1396@gmail.com

Groups Organiser

Jenny Porter
jennylporter47@btinternet.com

Speaker Finder and
Publicity

Michael Moody

Hall Committee
Liaison

Janet Freeman

Kitchen/Door Rota
Organiser

Mollie Winter

Committee Member
Co-opted

Rosemary Seal

lindseyu3a.speakers@gmail.com
janethfreeman.12@gmail.com
Mollieg.winter@outlook.com

r.seal@sky.com
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Group Meetings
Week One of the Month
Monday
9.45am

Kevan Chippendale
kevanchipp@talktalk.net
Walks of about 4 to 5 miles
2pm
Poetry Group
Sheila Gravells
Walks

Meeting takes place at convenor’s home
Tuesday
9.30am Jewellery
Christine Saynor
Making
saynor_chris@hotmail.com
Contact Christine for details
Wednesday
10am Mahjong
Sheila Snowden
Group meets at Welton Methodist Church
1.30pm Paper Craft
Mandy Murphy
mandy.murphy1396@gmail.com
Thursday
10am to
12 noon General Meeting in Welton Village Hall

Welton Village Hall is at 51 Ryland Road, Welton, LN2 3LU
Coffee/tea at 9.30, Speaker at 10.30
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2.45pm

Eleanor Walker
Duplicate Bridge at_walker@hotmail.com

Duplicate Bridge at Manor Park Sports Club, Hackthorn Road,
Welton
Friday There is nothing planned on this day

Week Two of the Month
Monday
10.00
Short Walks

Marie Clark
clark.marie@ntlworld.com

Walks of about 2-3 miles
2pm
Computers for Mike Kirkby
All
lindseyu3a@sudbrooke.eclipse.co.uk
Meetings held in the Welton Room. Welton Village Hall
Tuesday
10am

Barbara Jones
handb@handb.me.uk
Meetings held in the Methodist Church, Welton
Val Wright
2pm
Armchair Travel
val.wright31@btopenworld.com
Meeting held at Church Hall, Cherry Willingham
Knitting

2pm

Book Group 2 Diana Jenkinson
(Bookworms)
dianaj821@gmail.com
Meetings held at members’ homes
Wednesday There is nothing planned on this day
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Thursday
2pm

Bob Wise
thewises@hotmail.co.uk
Meet in a member’s house in Nettleham

2.45pm

History

Eleanor Walker
Duplicate Bridge at_walker@hotmail.com

Duplicate Bridge at Manor Park Sports Club,
Hackthorn Road, Welton
Friday There is nothing planned on this day
Saturday
12.45 for Luncheon
Shirley Droy
1pm
Club
shirleydroy14@gmail.com
Reservation list out at the monthly meeting

Week Three of the Month
Monday
10am

Sid Miller
sid.milleru3a@sidspace.com
The Family History Group meet in people’s houses
2pm
Art
Elizabeth Wilson
Appreciation
elizabethrwilson52@gmail.com
Meetings held at a member’s home
Family History
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Tuesday
10am

Margaret Doughty
revmd@gmx.co.uk
Meeting held at Methodist Church Hall, Nettleham
Margaret Doughty is the Point of contact and not the convenor
2pm
Marjorie Whaler
Book Group 1
2pm

Circle Dancing

Music
For Us

Wednesday
All Day
Bird Watching

Barbara Lee

Robin Gulliver
robin.g@talktalk.net

Thursday
10am

Jim Baker
jp.baker43@btinternet.com
Visits and meetings in hired halls
Architecture

10.15am Coffee
Shirley Droy
Morning
shirleydroy14@gmail.com
At Scothern Garden Centre coffee shop
2pm
Michael Moody
Singing
For Fun
mtmLindseyu3aS4P@gmail.com
Meeting held at Mike's home
2.45pm
Eleanor Walker
Duplicate Bridge at_walker@hotmail.com
Meeetings at Manor Park Sports Club, Hackthorn Road, Welton

Friday There is nothing planned on this day
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Week Four of the Month
Monday
2pm

Margaret Howard
howardoldhall@tiscali.co.uk
Meeting held at Margaret’s home in Sturton
2pm
Joy Goodale
Music to Enjoy
Play Reading

Tuesday
2pm

Gardening

Barbara Jones
handb@handb.me.uk
Welton Village Hall in Winter; Garden Visits in Summer
Wednesday
2pm

Discussion

Meeting held in members’ homes. Discussion of current affairs
Thursday
There is nothing planned on this day
2.45pm

Eleanor Walker
Duplicate Bridge at_walker@hotmail.com

Meetings at Manor Park Sports Club, Hackthorn Road, Welton

Friday
1.30pm

Opera Group
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Theatre Group
Shirley Droy
shirleydroy14@gmail.com
Theatre trips take place at regular intervals during the year

Visits Group
Cathy Platt
Jenny Porter
ca.platt@ntlworld.com,
jennylporter47@btinternet.com
Visits take place at regular intervals during the year

Welfare
Mollie Winter is the Welfare Member. If you know of anyone
sick or someone who has been absent for a while and unwell,
or if you think a card from the Committee would be welcome,
then let Mollie know and she will send a suitable message. Her
contact details are and email: Mollieg.winter@outlook.com
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Walking Group at Dunston

Visits Group at Westgate Water Tower
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Group Meetings Summary Page
Week 1
Mon 9.45am
5/6
mile walk
2pm
Poetry for
Pleasure

Tue

Wed

Thu

10am
Jewellery
Making

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

10am
Short Walks

10am
Family History

2pm
Play Reading

2pm
Computers
for All

2pm
Art Appreciation

2pm
Music
to Enjoy

10am
Knitting

10am
Circle Dancing

2pm
Armchair Travel
2pm
Book Group 2
(Bookworms)

2pm
Book Group 1
2pm
Music for Us

10am
Mahjong
1.30pm
Paper
Craft
10am
General
Meeting
in Welton
Village
Hall
2.45pm
Bridge

All day
Bird watching
2pm
Discussion
Group
10am
Architecture
10.15am
Coffee Morning
2pm
Singing for Fun
2.45pm
Bridge

2pm
History

2.45pm
Bridge

Fri
Sat

2pm
Gardening

Luncheon Club
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2.45pm
Bridge
1.30pm
Opera Group

