Visit to International Bomber Command Memorial – 16th September 2016
As the rain poured down, several dedicated and hardy IBCC volunteers welcomed our party
of (equally hardy) U3A members onto the site where we were to view the first phases of the
International Bomber Command project. The site is currently a work in progress and
therefore it is not open to the public. However, by prior arrangement, conducted tours of
the spire area are available for interested groups, such as ourselves.
The visit began with an excellent introductory talk, explaining the reason for this ambitious
scheme which will include an information, education and exhibition centre. Its purpose is to
give proper and overdue recognition to the many thousands of aircrew, from across the
world, who were part of Bomber Command’s efforts during World War II. It has been built in
Lincoln, because of its geography and proximity to Europe and also as a third of the UK’s
Bomber stations were based in Lincolnshire, giving it the title “Bomber County”. With the
assistance of National Lottery Funding, donations, the launch of the Bomber Command
Memorial Appeal and a recently received Council Grant of £200,000, we were informed that
the Centre is on course for opening next summer. No names were mentioned, but it is
expected to be opened by royalty.
We made our way along what would become Memorial Avenue where 27 trees have been
planted – one for each of Lincolnshire’s Bomber stations. The Spire Memorial consists of 2
tapering shards, the height of which are the same as the wingspan of a Lancaster. There is
room for several people to stand inside the spire and gaze up at this towering construction.
It is surrounded by the curved Memorial Walls, engraved with the names of Bomber
Command crew who lost their lives – 55573 in total. Whist they remained on hand to
answer any questions, the volunteers left us to wander round this circular area, which is
interspersed with seats and low hedges to create a peaceful setting for thought and
reflection. A gap has been left in the boundary trees and shrubs. This allows a magnificent
view from the spire, over the south of the city towards our beloved cathedral. Its towers are
said to have acted as a waypoint and welcoming sign for crews returning from missions. In
spite of the rain, we were able to linger a while in this special place and absorb is tranquil
atmosphere.
A few at time, our members thanked the guides, most making donations as they left the
Memorial area. The Bomber Command Memorial Centre will be an impressive sight and
important piece of this country’s aviation heritage. It was a privilege to be shown around in
advance of completion.
Many thanks to Henry and Barbara Jones, who organised the visit but were unable to
attend. Their advice to be prepared with waterproof clothing was very much appreciated.
Jenny Porter

